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PUBLIC SKATES AT NORWEST 
ARENA 

JANUARY 2026 
Saturday 5:00pm-6:00pm, 

January 3, 10, 24, 31 
Sunday 5:00pm-6:00pm, 

January 4, 18, 25 
Hockey sticks and pucks are not permitted. 

Chris Bowles, Director of Operations

Landfill Punch Card  
Pick up for 2026 

 
Landfill Punch Cards will not be mailed out this year 

instead they will be available for pick up  
Monday - Friday 9:00am - 4:30pm  

at the Municipal office 3250 Highway 130,  
Rosslyn ON P7K 0B1.  

 
Valid ID is required to pick up punch cards as only 

property owners will be given the punch cards 

WANTED: VOLUNTEERS FOR THE MURILLO 
OUTDOOR RINK 

The Municipality of Oliver Paipoonge is looking for  
volunteers to help with the operation of the Murillo out­
door rink. 
If you are interested, or would like more information, 
please contact Chris Bowles at 807­624­6809 or via email 
directorofoperations@oliverpaipoonge.on.ca. 

Interested in Promoting and Growing the Local 
Agriculture and Horticulture Community? 

The Oliver Agricultural Society wants you! The 2025 Ag Fair & 
Renaissance Faire were a blast! We have plans to continue to 
build with new ideas. Interested in volunteering and participating 
in the society? Come find out what it’s all about, the society will be 
having its Annual General Meeting and board elections on 
January 28th, 2026, 6pm in the Murillo Hall. Follow us on 
Facebook (facebook.com/ murillofair) or our website (https://oliver-
agriculturalsociety.com/). 
Thanks Geoff, OAS Secretary

THE RURAL HERITAGE 
AGRICULTURAL  

SOCIETY PRESENTS 
THEIR ANNUAL 

 GENERAL MEETING 
Monday, January 26,2026 
60 Plus Centre-Hwy 11/17 

Kakabeka Falls 7PM Membership $10 due at meeting in order 
to vote - Mark your Calenders
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COUNCIL MEETINGS 
Tuesday, January 13 at 5 pm and Wednesday, January 28 at 9 am 
 
The agenda will be posted by the Friday of the week before the week of 
the meeting.  Council’s objective is to be open to our residents, hear their 
concerns, and use our time & your money constructively. Please pre-
arrange your presentation with the C.A.O/Clerk or Deputy Clerk (807-935-
2613) by the Tuesday prior to our council meetings.   
 
BY-LAWS/ RESOLUTIONS PASSED 
 
Approving the memorandum of understanding with the Lakehead Region 
Conservation Authority;  Authorizing administration to submit the com-
ments on Bill 60 as presented in the report;  Awarding the RFQ 19-2025 for 
the purchase of 10 Kenwood NX-3200 Radios plus accessories from 
Spectrum Telecom Group Ltd;  Authorizing the CAO/Clerk to spend up to 
an additional $25,000.00 to complete the arsenic treatment plant project;  
To authorize submission of  applications to Ontario Infrastructure & Land 
Corporation for long term financing of the Kakabeka Village Pacing and the 
Fiore Vehicle Replacement; The issuance of a letter to NWORTA advising 
that council cannot provide a funding application support letter because 
their route through Oliver Paipoonge for the TransCanada Trail has been 
and still is rejected;  The issuance of a RFP(s) to do a structural and a 
health and safety assessment of the Red Barn located at the Oliver 
Paipoonge Heritage Park;  Engaging Citywide Electric to do a review of the 
electrical system at the Oliver Paipoonge Heritage Park;  The implementa-
tion of security measures at the Municipal Office as soon as possible to 
help to prevent harassment of and violence against employees and others;  
Calling upon the Government of Ontario to extend the annual OCIF enve-
lope at not less than $400 million beyond its current 5-year term ending in 
2026;   Support for the resolution advocating for the modernization of 
Northern Ontario's highway network through a coordinated 2+1 program;  
Supporting the submission of a Proposal for the Long-Term Capacity 
Services Project located on the Municipal Project Lands; Adoption of the 
2026 regular Council Meeting schedule.   
Submitted by Mayor Lucy                                                                     

RURAL CUPBOARD FOOD BANK 
Neighbours Helping Neighbours 

Conmee Municipal Complex 
19 Holland Rd, Kakabeka Falls  P0T1W0  807-285-0836 

We sincerely thank all those that  
continue to support the food bank. 

Your donations enable the food bank to remain 
open 

Next Food Bank  
WEDNESDAY JANUARY 21, 2026  

Registration 9 am to 11 am Drive-Thru Pick-up

RURAL CUPBOARD FOODBANK  
 DROP OFF LOCATIONS 

Oliver Paipoonge: Murillo & Rosslyn Libraries (during open 
hours) 
Nolalu:  Hoppers Variety  
Gillies: Whitefish School (Sept to June) 
O'Connor:  O'Connor Municipal Office 
Neebing Neebing Municipal Building 

 

 Note:  Rural Cupboard Foodbank needs recyclable bags. 
A BIG THANK YOU to ODENA Foods for hosting our Fill 
the Cruiser food drive, the OPP officers that attended and 
assisted us by lifting and filling the cruiser, to the 
Metropolitan Moose for donating coffee to keep us warm, 
to Lorna Krieg and Penny Kramer for donating cookies to 
hand out, to all the volunteers that sat to greet people as 
they entered, and to all that chose to make a food or mon-
etary donation. We are so grateful for our generous com-
munity.   
A BIG THANK YOU for the generous donation from ITEC 
2000 Equipment. 
A BIG THANK YOU to Eleanor Valliant for the beautiful 
handmade mitts donated for the Christmas hampers. 
A BIG THANK YOU to Lorna & Harry Krieg, Allan & 
Sharon Scott, Penny & Mike Kramer, Murray Scott & Sue 
Jacobson for donating oranges to put in the Christmas 
hampers. 
A BIG THANK YOU to all our wonderful volunteers that 
work behind the scenes at the food bank and those quiet 
donators that make things run smoothly, we wouldn’t be 
able to continue without you. 
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Please come out and join us  
at Pinegrove United Church  

100 - Hwy 130  
Admission is free  

and all are welcome! 
 

January 15 - Christmas 
Magic Revisited 

December's Cafe lunch has been postponed to January! 
Here's hoping for better weather and 
Come out and enjoy a turkey lunch 

11 AM to 1 PM 
Volunteers are also welcome (and needed) 
For more information about Cafe del Soul, 

 please visit www.pinegroveuc.org/cafe-del-soul/

Seeking homes for cats that were dropped off. 
Senior moving to senior housing. Senior rescued 
them, housed them in an outdoor shelter and fed and 
watered them twice daily. Five cats, 4 have been 
neutered/spayed. Last cat dropped off is an unal-
tered male. Cats are litter-trained and can be petted 
and get along with each other. They have not been 
around other animals. Looking to place in pairs or 3 
if possible. Call 807-577-2184.
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2026 REGULAR COUNCIL MEETINGS 
                                Subject to Change  
 
 

                    Tuesday, January 13, 2026             5:00 PM 
            Wednesday, January 28, 2026       9:00 AM 
                                                                     
            Tuesday, February 10, 2026           5:00 PM 
            Wednesday, February 25, 2026      9:00 AM 
                                                                     
            Tuesday, March 10, 2026               5:00 PM 
            Wednesday, March 25, 2026          9:00 AM 
                                                                     
            Tuesday, April 14, 2026                  5:00 PM 
            Wednesday, April 29, 2026             9:00 AM 
                                                                     
            Tuesday, May 12, 2026                   5:00 PM 
            Wednesday, May 27, 2026             9:00 AM 
                                                                     
            Tuesday, June 9, 2026                    5:00 PM 
            Wednesday, June 24, 2026            9:00 AM 
                                                                     
            TBD - July 2026                               
            TBD - August 2026                          
            Tuesday, September 8, 2026          5:00 PM 
            Wednesday, September 30, 2026   9:00 AM  
            Tuesday, October 13, 2026             5:00 PM 
            Wednesday, October 28, 2026       9:00 AM  
            Tuesday, November 10, 2026         5:00 PM 
            November 16, 2026 - Inaugural      5:00 PM 
            TBD - December 2026                    

"Learning Through Play,  
Exploration & Inquiry" 

Connect with other Families!  
 

  (for children 0-6 years) 
   

 Our Calendar of events can be viewed at:  
https://www.keyon.ca/en/Events/ViewEvents 

 

* EarlyON Child and Family Centre - 
Murillo 

(Pre-registration on KeyON is required) 
 

For more info. please:  
Email: ruralfrc@tbaytel.net or 

 Private FB message us or 
Call: 935-3009  

 

Play, sing, laugh and we will 
SEE YOU SOON!

Rural  
Family 
Centre

 

? Computer Repairs 
? Computer/Laptop Sales 
? Software/Hardware  
   Installations 
? Wireless/Network  
   Router Install 
? Hardware/Memory  
    Upgrades 
? Virus/Windows  
    Reload 
? Data Transfer 

 

995 Golf Links Rd.? Thunder Bay ? Ph. 344-0200 
 

www.dunrite.com

LANDFILL WINTER HOURS 
The Municipality of Oliver Paipoonge has two Landfill Sites that are available 
for use by residents and property owners only. Residents and property owners 
will be required to present their Landfill Punch Card and Landfill Site Access 
Card along with photo ID (driver's license) to the Landfill Site Attendant upon 
arrival in order to gain entrance to the Landfill Site. Access cards can be picked 
up at the Municipal Office during regular business hours. 
 

North Landfill (1 Spence Road) 
 

Winter Hours 
(October 1st ­ March 31st) 
Tuesday 12:00pm ­ 5:00pm 
Saturday 9:00am ­ 5:00pm 

South Landfill (154 Barrie Drive) 
 

Winter Hours 
Wednesday 12:00pm ­ 5:00pm 
Saturday 9:00am ­ 5:00pm

LANDFILL WINTER HOURS START OCTOBER 1, 2025

PHONE:  767­3643 
countryman@tbaytel.net 



The Oliver Paipoonge News, January 2026 ~ Resolution? Find the Fun! page 5

RURAL 60 PLUS! 
 

5 Pineview Road, Kakabeka Falls  475-5779,  
email rural60@tbaytel.net  Website: www.rural60plus.ca 

MONDAY – Craft Room 10-3 
Carving 10 – 3 
- Disking 1-3 

TUESDAY – Craft Room 10 -3 
- Weaving – 10 – 3 
- Knitting – 10 – 3 

- Good Company Choir – 1 – 2:30 
WEDNESDAY – Craft Room 10 -3 

- Beginners Carving – 10 – 3 
- Quilting – 10 – 3 
- Cribbage – 1 – 3 

THURSDAY – Craft Room 10 – 3 
- Weaving – 10 -3 
- Knitting – 10 – 3 

FRIDAY - Craft Room open – 10 -3 
Good Company Choir starts again Tuesday January 13th 

Thursday Yoga starts again Thursday February 5th for 10 weeks 
Friendship Café Friday January 23rd 1pm to 3pm 

Contact Shaun or Elaine for more information at 807-473-5528.

$1000
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150 King George’s Park Drive     B-4785 Hwy 11/17 
(807) 939-2007                       (807) 577-2435 
 
 

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm               Mon-Fri 9am-6pm 
Sat 10am-2pm                     Sat 10am-4pm

Your Friendly Neighbourhood Pharmacies! 

Check out  
our website! 

superioursnacks.com 
SHOP NOW! 
@supe­

Tired of the  

Same-old  

Same-old? 
 

HACK  

YOUR 

SNACK!

In a Whole New Year, Anything is Possible!
Happy New Year Everyone!  

Chris Vaclav



Parker’s Passion for Fire Safety 
Shines in Miss Morrill's Grade 
One Class at Crestview School 

 
In Miss Morill’s Grade One classroom 
at Crestview School, students were 
asked to express what safety means to 
them through art. For Parker, the answer 
came naturally — a colourful drawing 
inspired by the lessons he sees at home 
and in the community. 
 
Parker proudly held up his artwork 
showing a house, a fire truck, and the 
important message: “Get low and go.” 
This phrase reflects a crucial fire safety 
step taught to young children: stay low 
under smoke and move quickly to safe-
ty. 
 
Parker’s strong awareness of safety is 
no surprise to anyone who knows him. His mom serves as a first responder on the 
medical side with the OPR Fire Department, and Parker has grown up seeing the 
dedication and care that first responders bring to their community. He often talks 
about staying safe, helping others, and the importance of knowing what to do in 
an emergency. 
 
One of Parker’s favourite traditions is visiting the OPR Fire Department every 
Halloween, where firefighters greet families, show the trucks, and help kids learn 
about safety in a fun way. These experiences have left a big impression on him, 
and his artwork shows just how much he absorbs and applies what he learns. 
 
Parker’s thoughtful drawing is more than a classroom assignment — it’s a 
reminder of how early safety awareness begins, and how the influence of family 
and community can inspire even the youngest children to think about protecting 
themselves and others. 
 
Great job, Parker! Your 
commitment to safety 
and learning makes 
your community 
proud. 
 
by Sabrina Ree
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TOP TEN  
MLS® AWARD 

WINNER  
For 30 Consecutive 

Years!



 
 
 

  CHIEF’S    
  CORNER  

     by Sean Horan, Fire Chief
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Welcome 2026!  
 I wish for a safe, prosperous, and emergency free 2026 for everybody.  With a lit-
tle preparedness effort by everybody, my wish will come true.  At the very least 
emergency preparedness will reduce the impact should an emergency occur.   
   
For many of us the new year means a set of goals or resolutions for the upcoming 
year.  This year lets all, once again, Resolve to be Ready!   
 
Here are some preparedness items that you can do to reduce the impact of an emer-
gency.  More information can be found at www.ontario.ca/page/be-prepared-
emergency  
 
- Sign up for the Municipal Voyent Alert.  This notification system can help you 

stay informed with large scale emergencies tat may impact you and your fam-
ily. 

- Ensure you have an Emergency Plan that includes things like contact informa-
tion, meeting places, evacuation routes etc.  The emergency plan should also 
outline who does what and when.  Your Emergency Plan should include a com-
munications plan.  Set up emergency text group, including people that are out 
of town.  Text groups can be an effective means of getting information to a 
group of people that often helps alleviate the stress on our communications 
systems.   

- Ensure you have an Emergency Preparedness Kit that contains critical items 
that you can grab and go in a very short period of time.  For example, you can 
grab a bag on the way out the door.  Essential items in the kit should include, 
non-perishable food, bottled water, medications, personal care items (such as 
toiletry items), back-up charging device, first aid kit, important papers, etc. 

- Take a current photo of you and your family members, and don’t forget your 
pets.  Current pictures can help bringing everybody together in case you get 
separated during a disaster. 

- Get to know your neighbor and invite them to be a part of your emergency 
plan.  Support those that may need a little extra help during an emergency. 

- Take a class in CPR and first aid. 
- Keep and update emergency supplies; remember to include cash. 
- Have back-up power sources available to charge devices in case of a power 

outage.  NEVER run a generator in your house or in a building, and please 
ensure you have proper transfer switches for your generator.  You don’t want 
to back feed power into the grid and put our power workers in harms way. 

- Check your insurance for coverage on disasters like floods, hurricanes, and 
earthquakes. 

- Save for a rainy day! Start and grow your emergency fund.  Put a small amount 
into a savings account every month. 

 
Lastly, I want to mention winter safety.  Winter has finally arrived and with it our 
winter related risks.  One of the most important things to consider about winter 
safety is watching the weather so that you are not caught off guard with a weather 
event.   
 
Are you familiar with the new Weather Alert Colour System?  More information 
on Colour-coded weather alerts please go to www.canada.ca/en/services/environ-
ment/weather/severeweather/weather-alerts/colour-coded-alerts   
You never know where or when there is going 
to be an emergency.  Being prepared is critical 
to safely navigate your way through an emer-
gency or disaster. 
 
Stay safe and be prepared! 
Sean Horan  
Fire Chief/CEMC 
 

Happy New Year!  
From all of us at the Oliver Paipoonge Fire and Emergency Services 
team, our wish for everyone is a safe, prosperous, and positive 2026!  
To start this year, I would like to recognize and thank all the members of 
the OPFES team, along with their family members.  If it wasn’t for this 
amazing group of people, we could not provide the quality emergency 
response service that we currently provide.  We had an amazing Christmas 
dinner this year with a 1920’s Casino themed party.  Everybody dressed up 
in 1920’s gangster style costumes and played casino style game after sup-
per.  What a fantastic evening!  Thank You to Jennifer and Hanna for all the 
effort in putting this evening together and Thank You Council for support-
ing this annual event for the OPFES Members.  I would also wish to send 
a huge Thank You to the following businesses that all donated prizes for 
everybody in attendance: 
Valhalla Inn Wreaths by Bee         Firesteel Contractors 
The Werner Family Valley Fire Protection      Sargent Propane 
Maltese The Horan Family        Councillor Calvert  
Woody’s Trailer World 
As part of our annual super we recognize members of the department that 
have reached some long service benchmarks.  Long service recognition 
starts at 5 years of service and then at 5 year intervals. 

5 Years of Service: 
Rachel Werner 

Matthew Werner 
10 Years of Service: 

-James Nicholls 
15 Years of Service: 

Jamie Freemantle 
Thank you, guys, for dedicating your time over the long hall! 
Another big deal for Oliver Paipoonge is that OPFES was selected to par-
ticipate in the Safe Community Project Zero campaign.  The Project Zero 
Campaign, a program through Fire Marshal’s Public Safety Council and 
Enbridge, provides combination smoke/CO alarms for distribution, free of 
charge, to residents within the Municipality.  Oliver Paipoonge was the 
recipient of 114 Kidde Detect combination smoke/CO alarms.  You can 
pick up your free alarm (while quantities last) at the Municipal Office dur-
ing regular business hours.  You must live within the Municipality and are 
limited to one per household.  These combination smoke/CO alarms are 
intended to be distributed to those that may need assistance with meeting 
the legal requirements of working smoke/CO alarms. 
The timing is right as the rules around CO alarms have changed effective 
January 1, 2026.  The biggest change is that CO alarms are required on 
EVERY storey, even those that do not have a sleeping area.  For more infor-
mation on the new CO Alarm requirements please visit 
www.ontario.ca/files/2025-12/solgen-co-alarm-requirements-homes-en-
2025-12-17   
Finally, the new year means that all fire permits issued in 2025 are no 
longer valid.  If you plan on burning woody debris this winter, please 
ensure you get a new permit valid for 2026 and please ensure you follow 
the requirements outlined in the permit.  Applications can be found on the 
Municipal Website https://www.oliverpaipoonge.ca/municipal-office/fire-
emergency-services/burning-permit.  
Be safe and remember- Prevention is the best way to fight fire! 
Sean Horan 
Fire Chief 

Want to Buy Canadian?  
Click on the grocery link 

below! 
 

Products Made in Canada by Canadian 
Companies 

https://madeinca.ca/grocery-store-
guide/

Deadline for the February 2026 issue of  
The Oliver Paipoonge News is January 20! 

(Early submissions are always very welcome!) 
Send info to Chris Vaclav at designhouse@tbaytel.net 807-628-7271

https://madeinca.ca/
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The LRCA has launched our brand-new website! Visit www.lakeheadca.com and 
browse the newly revamped store, look for upcoming events, see our integrated 
Instagram social media feed, sign up for our newsletter, and more!  
 
The 2026 Explore Card Parking Pass is now on-sale. Explore Card Parking Passes 
permit day-use/parking at our ten Conservation Areas for one calendar year. Visit 
as often as you like. Enjoy one calendar year of recreation activities! For the low 
price of $40.00 +HST, it’s convenient for frequent users! All Explore Card rev-
enue goes directly towards the upkeep and maintenance of our Conservation 
Areas.   
 
The LRCA has many exciting events and workshops planned for 2026! Be sure to 
keep an eye on our website and social media channels for more information and 
for when registration opens, etc. Visit us on Facebook and Instagram @lakehead-
region and at www.lakeheadca.com. Sign up for our e-newsletter as well, and we 
will send you information about upcoming events, job opportunities, and more!  
 

Get out and Explore!   
Pennock Village Rural Seniors Development: Looking Back on 2025 
The year in which Pennock Village began to take shape has proven to be 
an incredible journey. Early 2025 saw the completion of rezoning and 
approval conditions. Property cleanup and stump removal began in 
February, allowing for the startup of construction in July, which then con-
tinued on for the remainder of the year. On-site roads were shaped and 
defined according to plans. Presently, there are four Garden Homes under 
construction, which include installed utilities and services. 
 
Here are six important milestones to share that took place during 2025: 
● The layout and shaping of roads, establishing base gravel grades along 

with culvert installations for crossing LRCA (Lakehead Region 
Conservation Authority) waterways 

● The installation of conduit for hydro and fibre communication. 
HydroOne set up transformers which included primary and secondary 
wiring to each home, while Enbridge installed gas lines  

● The hosting of a Ground Breaking Ceremony which saw over 100+ 
community members in attendance to support & celebrate of the 
beginnings of construction 

● The hiring of all subtrade contractors; actual construction began in 
July towards the first four Garden Homes. 

● The special privilege to host the Ontario Minister of Municipal Affairs 
and Housing, MPP Robert Flack, on-site. A walking tour and discus-
sion took place with the Board, who shared the vision and plans of 
Pennock Village and what the project meant to this rural community 

● The sales of the first four Garden Home units. These Residents are 
planning their moves for spring 2026 

As the year closed, construction continued and the first four Garden 
Homes took shape, an encouragement to all who have been involved in 
planning and working towards this first year of infrastructure & develop-
ment. 
There are many details and a significant amount of planning which has 
taken place behind the scenes to reach this point. It has taken many 
hands, all playing a role in striving for the long-term success of Pennock 
Village. It has been a true community project; so many have stepped for-
ward and contributed to where things are today, and helped shape where 
things will lead into tomorrow! Please continue to spread the word by 
sharing our e-newsletter & social media postings, asking questions and 
volunteering. 
This past year we have made big steps forward and, by God's grace, we’ll 
continue into this next year and many years to come. 
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Notes From the Past 
by Marg Schweitzer, OPHP 

Watch Geese 
One thing I love about the Oliver Paipoonge/Slate River area is the number of 
farms, both modern ones and historic ones that have been abandoned. In my mind’s 
eye, I see those long silent ones as they once were, bustling with activity and all 
that comes with it: excitement, heartbreak, contentment, crises. Life is life, no mat-
ter where you find yourself along that road. 
I grew up on a farm in the Lappe area, and given the speed of today’s world, along 
with endless AI (when you are calling anywhere for information), I’m forever 
grateful for the “unplugged” nature of my childhood. We didn’t have a phone in the 
house until I was closing in on my teens. If anything serious happened, someone 
had to go 1/3 mile down the road to our nearest neighbour who was connected. No 
9-1-1 service out there, at that time. 
Summers meant riding bikes and fishing, swimming and sitting quietly with a 
book. We kept ourselves busy and somehow managed to exist without the constant 
fix of social media. Winter meant snowshoeing and skiing, hot chocolate and play-
ing cribbage, and sometimes getting the flu. It was normal to enjoy at least one 
snow day off school per month.  
Back in the day (as I enjoy saying now), life definitely was perceived as being lived 
at a slower pace, although that’s not really true. There were plenty of times when 
there wasn’t a moment to spare. We didn’t expect instant communication like there 
is today, and I don’t honestly believe that we suffered because of it. The internet 
didn’t fix everything. 
You’d have to check statistics to know for sure, but the crime rate may not have 
changed that much over the past decades. Criminals are part of society, no matter 
what era we are in. Security cameras are a great deterrent and always have been. 
On my childhood farm, my parents had a very effective creature (actually, about 
eight of them) that kept any and all away from the house. This was our flock of 
watch geese, made up of both Emden and Toulouse breeds. These birds had attitude 
and moved in tight formation at all times, so that any visitors were faced with a 
solid wall of agressive, loud, pooping birds before they were hardly five feet from 
their vehicle. 
All kinds of salesmen, folks looking for directions, Jehovah’s witness members, 
hydro workers, and anyone else I’ve forgot to name here were hastily gone when 
faced with the geese. Mom stayed home during the day and while she wasn’t para-
noid, she did like having an early warning system of someone entering the yard 
when she was by herself. When a legitimate visitor arrived (by previous arrange-
ment), Mom herded the birds into a makeshift pen around the corner, so that the 
person could walk up the steps unmolested (and keeping their footwear clean). The 
cacophony of noise settled to a conversational babble, until the guest exited the 
house after the visit and the noise once again rose, a sort of chorale farewell. 
The geese were put into the barn overnight, due to the constant hungry eyes of 
foxes and wolves, coming up the creek bed and through the bush for a tasty meal. 
I bet those predators got a run for their money if they ever tried anything; think of 
the times you’ve been chased by a Canada goose in the park. When it was my turn 
to get inside the house and didn’t pass the all-clear test (by the birds), I used a piece 
of 2 x 4 to fend them off, although we kids were forbidden to actually strike or 
injure a bird. 
My family kept the watch geese for about ten years. Do any readers still use watch 
geese for home and farm security? 

FROM THE CURATOR’S DESK 
By Jean Mayo 
Happy New Year! 

Have you been to the Duke Hunt Museum at Oliver Paipoonge Heritage Park? It 
has a great showing of interesting items that were mostly donated by early resi-
dents or their families. From the kitchen wood burning cook stove to the early 
Rosslyn Brick Yard collection, sports memorabilia and music instruments; it all 
takes you back to the early days of country living in our municipality. Most resi-
dents preserved their own foods and drinks in those early years, while some busi-
nesses, such as the Stanley Mineral Springs Bottling Works, specialized in the bot-
tling of pop and other drinks. The Duke Hunt Museum has on display a hand oper-
ated bottle topper. I have included a picture of it for you to view. When you are at 
the museum next, look for it in the cabinet by the entrance door. 
 
Are you planning a family gathering, small wedding or baptism in 2026? OPHP 
has its own country church for you to rent at a very reasonable rate. Next to it is 
our covered Pavilion which makes an excellent gathering place for a tea, shower 
or family reception area. I hope you will consider our facility for your next cele-
bration, whether it is a family event or a business picnic. Please contact Jean at 
opheritagepark@gmail.com or 807 632 4628. 

OPHP RENTAL RATES 
The follow rates have been established by the Oliver Paipoonge Heritage Park 
Board and Staff, and have been passed by Council. 
Church (half day)...................................................................$50.00 
Pavilion (half day)..................................................................$50.00 
Photo Shoots (half day, complete site)................................$100.00  
Church, Pavilion, Photo Shoots (half day)...........................$200.00 
Wedding Package (same as above) per wedding...............$125.00 
Video or Movie Sets (half day) ……………………………….$250.00 
School Tours (Teachers and Chaperones Free) ………….$5.00/student 
Season Pass (includes any Event) ……………………...$100.00/person 
Special Events determined individually by OPHP Board 
Note: picnic tables and bleachers and benches included as needed. 
Food Vendors: please contact Jean Mayo, Curator, to apply or for further 
information. 
OPHP is always looking for volunteers to help make this special place one to 
remember.  
For more information on any of the above items, please contact Jean Mayo, 
Curator at opmuse2@tbaytel.net or 807 632 4628.

Bottle Capper found 
 in Duke Hunt 

Museum

OPHP church for rent



Disclaimer: The Oliver Paipoonge News is made available for information purposes only.   
The Municipality of Oliver Paipoonge does not accept any responsibil ity for the accu-
racy of information, nor is it responsible for any expenses or damages incurred 
directly or indirectly resulting from the use of this information.  All information 
attained herein should be verified independently.  It is possible that the information 
contains errors or omissions and The Municipality of Oliver Paipoonge makes no rep-
resentation to the contrary.  The material in this publication is not necessarily the 
opinion of the Corporation of The Municipality of Oliver Paipoonge, its employees, 
agents and officers.
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COUNCIL & STAFF 
Contact Information 

Office Located at 3250 Hwy 130, Rosslyn ON P7K 0B1

COUNCIL 
 

Lucy Kloosterhuis, Mayor  
mayor@oliverpaipoonge.on.ca  
807-473-5658 (office) 
 

Bernie Kamphof, Councillor  
councillorkamphof@oliverpaipoonge.on.ca 
807-935-3344 
 

Dan Calvert, Councillor  
councillorcalvert@oliverpaipoonge.on.ca 
807-620-7777 
 

Donna Peacock, Councillor 
councillorpeacock@oliverpaipoonge.on.ca 
807-627-7016 
 

Allan Vis, Councillor 
councillorvis@oliver-
paipoonge.on.ca 
807-935-2200 

HALL RENTALS  
Call the Municipal Office 807-935-2613

ADMINISTRATION 
Wayne Hanchard, CAO/Clerk 
cao-clerk@oliverpaipoonge.on.ca 
807-935-2614 
 

John MacGillivray, Treasurer/Deputy CAO 
treasurer@oliverpaipoonge.on.ca 
807-935-0258 
 

Chris Bowles, Director of Operations 
directorofoperations@oliverpaipoonge.on.ca 
807-935-8670 
 

Kerri Reid, Manager of Planning 
planning@oliverpaipoonge.on.ca 
807-935-3300 
 

Sean Horan, Fire Chief 
fire.chief@oliverpaipoonge.on.ca 
807-935-8674  Cell 807-628-4867  Cell 628-4867

RURAL BUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTO-
Church 807-939-1207 
Pastor – Matthew Guichelaar 905-518-4526 
Chair – Dan Breukelman 807-624-8052 
Clerk – Darin Guzzell 807-629-9393 
Sunday Service 10 a.m. 
 
The Village Church 
Available to rent for your special occations 
Phone 807-475-7424 or email 
opmuse2@tbaytel.net 
Oliver Paipoonge Heritage Park 
3190 Hwy. 61S @ Gillespie Rd. 
Slate River, Ont.  
 

Pinegrove United Church 
Hwy. 130 (between Arthur St. & Rosslyn Rd.) 
Sunday Service - 10:30 a.m. in-person or 
watch the livestream - Sundays at 10:30 am. 
Visit www.trinityunited.church/livestream/ 
Phone/Fax-939-1364 pinegrove@tbaytel.net 
www.pinegroveUC.org  

 
Redeemer Lutheran Church 
P.O.Box 179  Kakabeka Falls, on. P0T 1W0 
WORSHIP;  11:00am 
Ph. 807-473-9164  
email: redeemeracts@tbaytel.net 
 

Roman Catholic Churches 
St Benedict Church:  21 Boy Scout 
Road, Neebing, ON   P7L0C8 
Mass:  Every 3rd Sunday of the Month 
12:00 PM  Phone:  807 473 9722   
holyfamilythunderbay.ca 
Priest: Rev. Doug McClure 
 
Holy Family Church:  2055 Rosslyn 
Road   Thunder Bay, ON P7K 1H7 
Mass:  Saturday 5:00 PM and Sunday 

10:00 AM  
Phone:  807 473 9722   
holyfamilythunderbay.ca 
Priest:  Rev. Doug McClure 
 
St Theresa Church:  10 Porter Street, 
Kakabeka Falls, ON  P7K 0H1 
Mass every Sunday at 12:30 PM    
holyfamilythunderbay.ca 
For info please contact:  
Parish Priest:  Rev. Doug McClure 
Phone:  807 473 9722  
 
Slate River Baptist Church 
Hwy. 130, 80 McCluskey Drive P7J 0A8 
10:00am Adult Bible Study  
11:00am  Morning Family Worship 
11:30am Jr. & Sr. Children’s Church 
Pastor Rob Cain, 475-5140  

United Reformed Church of Thunder Bay 
#23 Hwy 130, Thunder Bay 939-1916 
Pastor: Rev. John Ysinga 623-4241 
Sun. Worship Times: 10:00 a.m. & 2:30 p.m. 
www.thunderbayurc.com 

COMPUTER REPAIRS 
SALES & SERVICE 

Bagdonas Consulting Service 
Computer service, setup, backup, restore 
tanasb@gmail.com   627-6656 
Dunrite! Services 
Leo Blekkenhorst 995 Golf Links Rd.Ph. 344-0200   
Fax 344-1156 www.dunrite.com sales@dunrite.com  
http://fb.me/DunriteServicesThunderBay 
See us for your all your computer needs 

CONCRETE PRODUCTS 
Miller Precast Limited 
58 Cooper Rd., Rosslyn 
Ph. 939-2655 www.millerprecast.ca 

DOG GROOMER 
Slate River Dog Grooming 
All breeds and sizes.  
HWY 61, Neebing.   
Find us on Facebook. 475-9629. 

ELECTRICAL 
5 Star Electric (Thunder Bay) Inc. 
Residential, Commercial & Industrial. New 
Builds, Upgrades to Existing. EV Chargers. 
Generlinks. 807-475-7827  
1095 Roland Street, Unit 2 Thunder Bay, Ont. 
Email: inquiries@fivestarelectric.ca 
Message us on Facebook 
Electric M.D Thunder Bay Ltd. 
Delivering innovative electrical solutions with 
professionalism, fast response times, and out-
standing customer service for your residential, 
commercial & industrial needs. 
269 Cloud Lake Road, Neebing ON P7L0A8 
Owner & President: Matthew D. Sek  
807 632-7401 

EVENT RENTAL SITES 
Event Rental Site 
Oliver Paipoonge Heritage Park 
A great place to hold your next special event, pho-
tos, picnic, wedding, BBQ, etc. 
You plan it and we’ll host it! Call for rental fees or 
special arrangements. 
Jean Mayo, Curator   opmuse2@tbaytel.net 
807 632 4628 

EXCAVATING &  
EQUIPMENT RENTALS 

Allens Enterprises Services Inc. 
PH: 626-6267 
dig1@tbaytel.net 
Pete’s Backhoe Service Ltd. 
52 Haniak Rd, Rosslyn 
Ph 939-1014, Email office@petesbackhoe.com 
Dump Trucks, Excavation, Lot Development 
 
FARMS & HAY/SLEIGH RIDES 

& PARTIES 
Gammondale Farm 
Gerry and Sue Gammond 
R.R.#3, McCluskey Dr., Thunder Bay 
807-475-5615 Farm  807-475-9609 Home 
farmfun@tbaytel.net www.gammondalefarm.com 

FEED & FERTILIZER 
Thunder Bay Co-op Farm Supplies 
Highway 61 & Boundary Dr. Phone 475-5190   
Fax 475-7420 ww.tbcoop.com 
Fertilizers, chemicals, building supplies, hardware, feed, 
poultry chicks, garden products 
Thunder Bay Feeds 
5221 Townline Road 
Phone 935-2921, Fax 935-2337 
Monday-Friday 9-6, Saturday 9-3 
Livestock & Pet Food, Fertilizer, Poultry 
Chicks, Fencing, Garden Supplies, Canada 
West, Muck, and Dryshod Boots 

FIREWOOD 
H&H Importers and Sales 
Firewood – dry birch cut and split 
3879 Hwy 11/17 939-1152 
hhimp@tbaytel.net 

FLOORING 
Kam Ridge Manufacturing 
Now selling hardwood, engineered, and vinyl 
laminate tile. 
New showroom-3933 Highway 11-17 
(807) 939-2524  sales@kamridge.ca 

GENERAL CONTRACTORS 
Allens Enterprises Services Inc. 

Excavating, Landscaping, Driveways, Dug Wells, 
Septic Systems 
dig1@tbaytel.net / Conventional/Waterloo 
PH: 626-6267 
BJ Halow & Sons Contractors 
22 Wing Road, Rosslyn 
939-2533/473-9021/ 
Bruce D. Halow 935-2730 
Dave Buob Trucking Ltd. 
Lot Development, Septic Systems and Sand 
& Gravel 
577-1988 or davebuobtrucking@live.ca 
Pete’s Backhoe Service Ltd. 
52 Haniak Rd, Rosslyn 
Ph 939-1014, Email 
office@petesbackhoe.com 
Driveways, Lot Development, Gravel/Sand 
Makkinga Contractors 
570 Squier Place, Thunder Bay P7B 6M2 
Ph. 807-935-2792   Fax 807-935-2731 

GRAPHIC DESIGN 
Design House Publications 
Producing Quality Publications since 1988 
Chris Vaclav 628-7271 
designhouse@tbaytel.net 

GREENHOUSES/NURSERIES 
 

My Blooming Business Greenhouse 
and Pottery - mbbgreenhouse.com 
341 Hanna Rd, Phone: 474-3235 
Open Early May - June Call or check 
website for current hours and info.  

HARDWARE 
Rosslyn Service Home Hardware 
3404 W. Rosslyn Rd., Rosslyn Village 939-2521 

TAX SERVICES 
Kelley's Tax Service 
West Oliver Lake Rd 
(807)622-7599 
info@kts.tax 

KITCHEN CABINETS 
Kam Ridge Manufacturing 
Now selling kitchen and vanity cabinets from 
Urban Effects and Cabinetsmith 
New showroom-3933 Highway 11-17 
(807) 939-2524  sales@kamridge.ca 

LAWN & GARDEN EQUIP.  
SALES & SERVICE 

Rosslyn Service Home Hardware 
Cub Cadet, TroyBilt, Mantis tillers, Echo 
3404 W. Rosslyn Rd., Rosslyn Village 939-2521 

METAL ROOFING 
Kam Ridge Manufacturing 
Selling Ideal Roofing's full line of sheet 
metal, steel shingles, and accessories 
New showroom-3933 Highway 11-17 
(807) 939-2524  sales@kamridge.ca 
Thunder Bay Co-op Farm Supplies 
Highway 61 & Boundary Dr. Phone 475-5190  Fax 
475-7420 www.tbcoop.com 
Largest stock of Ideal metal roofing  & 
siding in Northern Ontario 

POTTERY 
P0Ts2G0 Pottery Road Side Stand 
396 Nicholetts Rd. 
https://p0ts2g0.myshopify.com/ 

REAL ESTATE SALES 
Avista Realty Group Ltd. 
640 Beverly St. Thunder Bay 
Barb McEwen, Sales Rep. 
Selling Rural for 39 Years 
Cell 807-626-3860 Ph. 344-3232  

SENIORS HOUSING 
Pennock Village 
Hwy 130 near Arthur Street 
55+ Life Leasing Garden Homes 
More info: pennockvilliage.ca 

SEPTIC SYSTEMS INSTALLS 
Allens Enterprises Services Inc. 
Licensed Septic Systems Installer 
dig1@tbaytel.net / Conventional/Waterloo 
PH: 626-6267 
Dave Buob Trucking Ltd. 
Licensed designers and installers of conven-
tional & advanced treatment septic systems  
577-1988 or davebuobtrucking@live.ca 
Pete’s Backhoe Service Ltd. 
52 Haniak Rd, Rosslyn 
Ph 939-1014, Email office@petesbackhoe.com 
Licensed Installers 

ALL TERRAIN VEHICLES 
Rosslyn Service Home Hardware 
Repairs to all makes: ATV, Snowmobiles, Tractors 
& equipment 
3404 W. Rosslyn Rd., Rosslyn Village 939-2521 

AUTO REPAIR 
 

Art's Auto 
Automotive repair and diagnostics 
All makes and models; Art Blekkenhorst 
935-2835; 4582 Oliver Road, Murillo 
Charlie’s Auto 
Automotive Service Technician, Charles Clair 
953 Candy Mountain Dr., 473-5456 708-5536 
Mirabellis Garage  
Automotive repairs and tire sales 
475 East Oliver Lake Road 
call or text John Mirabelli at 807-627-0784 
 

True North Tire & Auto 
Up-to-date fuel injection diagnostic & repairs 
& repairs to all makes & models 
20 Berini Drive, 473-4501 

BIRTHDAY PARTIES 
Laugh Out Loud with BoBo 
BoBo the Clown! Fabulous entertainment for 
birthday parties! 
628 7271   
CATERING, HALL RENTALS & 

MEETINGS 
Royal Canadian Legion Hall 
Kakabeka, 473-9122 
kakabekalegion@tbaytel.net 

CHEESE FARM 
Thunder Oak Cheese Farm 
611 Boundary Drive West 
Neebing, Ontario P7L 0C2 628-0175 

CHURCHES/ 
RELIGIOUS  ORGANIZATIONS 

Anglican Parish of West Thunder Bay Country Warmth in 
Christ! Incumbent: Rev. Jonathon Blanchard  939-1103  
St. James' Anglican Church  
(corner of John St. Rd. at Calvert Rd. in Murillo) 
Sunday Service at 11:00 am 
St. Mark's Anglican Church 
(5 St. Mark's Street, Rosslyn Village) 
Sunday Service & Sunday School at 9:30 am 
Facebook "Parish of West Thunder Bay" 
 

 

Community Baptist Church 
Corner of Oliver & Mud Lake Rds., Murillo  
Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Worship Service 11 a.m. 
Pastor Anthony Fiorito 
935-2514 (office) or 935-2563 (church ph. & fax) 
www.murillobaptist.blogspot.com 
 

First Christian Reformed Church 
Hwy 130 North at Cooper Rd. 

SMALL ENGINE REPAIR 
Ryans’ Small Engine Service 
The One Stop Repair Shop; all makes & 
models; better prices, better service; pick-up 
& delivery. Phone 807-472-4201 

SNOW PLOWING 
Simpson Snow Plowing 
Residential & Light Commerncial  
Snow Plowing and Removal 
807-630-7260 

TACK SHOP 
Greenhawk-Thunder Bay Feeds 
5221 Townline Road 
Phone 935-2921, Fax 935-2337 
Monday-Friday 9-6, Saturday 9-3 

TANKS 
Miller Precast Limited 
58 Cooper Rd., Rosslyn 
Ph. 939-2655 www.millerprecast.ca 
Rosslyn Service Home Hardware 
Equinox Polyethelene Septic Tanks & Water Tanks 
3404 W. Rosslyn Rd., Rosslyn Village 
939-2521 

TEA 
Your Tea Needs 
Loose/bagged teas & accessories.  
Gift cards/ baskets and more.  
Find us at local markets! 
Contact: Grant & Eugema Ings (807) 768-0999 
email: merchantonline@tbaytel.net  website: 
www.yourteaneeds.com 
TIRES 
Mirabellis Garage  
Tire Sales, Repairs and Installations 
475 East Oliver Lake Road 
call or text John Mirabelli at 807-627-0784 
TOURIST ATTRACTIONS 
Oliver Paipoonge Heritage Park 
RUSS’S GARAGE - A vast collection of  
vintage cars, race cars, pedal cars and  
memorabilia) and: 
THE DUKE HUNT MUSEUM (a collection of 
the history of Oliver Paipoonge residents,  
farming and businesses) and 
THE VILLAGE and 
BRILL BUSES 
Phone 807-475-7424 or email 
opmuse2@tbaytel.net 
3190 Hwy. 61S @ Gillespie Rd. 
Slate River, Ont.  

TRACTORS 
Rosslyn Service Home Hardware 
Yanmar tractors, loaders, backhoes & implements 21 
to 45 HP, 807-939-2521  rosslyn@tbaytel.net 

TRUSSES 
Kam Ridge Manufacturing 
Commercial & Residential trusses, floor 
joists & LVL beams, prefab walls 
3933 Hwy. 11/17 W 939-2524 
sales@kamridge.ca 

WATER HAULING 
Tempelman Water Haulage 
Bulk water in stainless steel tanks for wells, 
holding tanks, swimming pools, skating rinks, 
residential & commercial. 
767-9173, Mon.-Fri. 

WATER TREATMENT 
Brad’s Water Treatment  
Authorized Purifiner dealer for N.W.O., 
Water treatment specialists 577-0462 

WELL SERVICES/PUMPS                      
Allens Enterprises Services Inc. 
Dug Well Tech / Installation / Pumps  Septic / Well 
dig1@tbaytel.net 
PH: 626-6267 
Kershaw Well Services 
kershawwell@tbaytel.net 
Phone:  807-939-2166 
 

WINDOWS/DOORS 
Kam Ridge Manufacturing 
Now selling North Star Windows and Doors 
New showroom-3933 Highway 11-17 
(807) 939-2524  sales@kamridge.ca 

WOOD PELLETS 
H&H Importers and Sales 
Hardwood & Softwood Pellets  
3879 Hwy 11/17 939-1152 
hhimp@tbaytel.net

REMINDER: Burning permits are required all year. Charges will be laid if you burn without a permit. 
Daytime burning is allowed from Nov 1 to March 31.  Burning Permits available at: both libraries, 
LULUS, Rosslyn Service, Wildwoode Variety, Valley Store in Murillo and also online at www.oliver-

paipoonge.ca. 
You are not allowed to dispose of used oil, paint at our landfill site. The Municipality is no longer accepting appliances that contain 
Freon. In order for these appliances to be accepted at the Landfill Sites, they must have the Freon removed by a Certified Refrigeration 
Specialist and tagged to indicate that they are Freon-free. Once the Freon is removed and the appliance is tagged, it can then be disposed 
of in the designated area at either Landfill Site without charge. 
You must present both your Landfill Access Card and Photo ID (driver’s license) to the Landfill Site Attendant upon arrival effective 
July 11, 2015….landfill sites are for residents only. Non profit event planners can submit an online request to have their event placed 
on our municipal calendar located on the website. Go to our website www.oliverpaipoonge.ca and click on the events calendar icon on 
the home page and from there click on the link “submit an event” for free advertising. Remember to RECYCLE – our sites are filling 
up with recyclable items. The Municipality is legislated to recycle, so please do your part!! We remind residents that charges can be laid 
in regards to insecure loads and garbage flying onto the roads. Please ensure your garbage is secured in your vehicle or trailer! 
Remember: You must have your pet under your control at all times. DOG TAGS are av available at Municipal Office, Wildwoode Variety on Hwy 102



 
 

 
 

 
During January, we often daydream about being away in a 
warmer climate. Rebecca Johnson is sharing this Jamaican 
chicken recipe that will help make that daydream a reality on a 
plate. As always you can play around with the ingredients to 
keep with Canadian content and use international ingredients to 
maintain your boycott. You can also bake this in the oven as an 
alternative to a slow cooker. Just shorten the time. Enjoy! 
  
Jamaica-Me-Crazy Chicken Sweet Potato Dinner 

Ingredients 
2 medium sweet potatoes – peeled and cut into 2-inch pieces   
1- 8-ounce can of water chestnuts – drained and sliced  
1 cup raisins  
1 20-ounce can pineapple tidbits – drain and reserve juice  
4 boneless, skinless chicken breasts  
4 tsp Cajun seasoning  
1/4 cup dried onion flakes  
3 Tbsp grated fresh ginger  
2 Tbsp Worcestershire sauce  
1 Tbsp lime peel  
1 tsp cumin  
  
Method 
1. Place sweet potatoes in the slow cooker.  

Add water chestnuts, raisins, and pineapple tidbits. Mix 
together.  

2. Sprinkle chicken with Cajun seasoning. Place chicken over 
the potato mixture.  

3. In a small bowl, combine reserved pineapple juice, onion 
flakes, ginger, Worcestershire sauce, lime peel, and cumin. 
Pour over chicken.  

4. Cook on low for 7-9 hours or on High for 3-4 hours.  
Serve with rice.   

Slate  
River W.I.  

 
 
 

Submitted by  
 

        Dodie  
Legassick 

Comfort Food 
for  

Cold Winter Nights!

 
This is a good time of the year to keep an eye on pork products 
since this is when ground pork, sausages, chops, and riblets, 
roasts and large pieces of pork shoulder are sold at reasonable 
prices. Time to stock up and save a lot of money. Use this pork in 
pasta meals which are  great at this time of the year because pas-
tas are great vehicles for vegetables, cheeses and meat. Here is a 
favourite of mine. 
 

Pasta Shells with Broccoli and Sausage 
Bag of small or medium sized pasta shells 
Olive oil 
One pound of Italian sausages removed from casings 
OR one pound of ground pork 
3 minced garlic cloves 
1 cup broth or stock 
1 or 2 heads of broccoli cut into florets 
1/2 teaspoon salt1/4 teaspoon red pepper flakes or one seeded 
chopped chili 
1/2 cup of freshly grated Parmesan or cheddar or other cheese  
 
First, start by cooking the pasta shells,drain but keep some of the 
pasta water. 
In the meantime fry the sausage meat in some olive oil and then 
add the garlic and chili flakes. 
When I use just ground pork, I cook up a half teaspoon of fennel 
seeds and half a teaspoon of oregano then add the ground pork, 
garlic, salt and pepper. 
 
Once meat is fried,add the broccoli,the broth/stock and cook until 
the broccoli is done. 
 
Add the pasta to the broccoli and pork. Simmer til the whole dish is 
heated through. Add some pasta water if you need a bit more 
sauce. Toss well. 
 
Serve in warmed bowls. Top with your choice of grated cheese. 
Add some nice crusty bread and butter and notice how the meat 
sits nicely cupped into the shells. Yummy! Pure comfort food.


