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Landfill Punch Cards came into effect April 1, 2025

Slate River Women’s 
Institute Annual 

Strawberry Social  
WHEN: Thursday July 10, 2025 
TIME: 6:30-8:30 
WHERE: Kakabeka Legion 
4556 Hwy 11/17 
Kakabeka Falls 
COST: $10. For adults    
$6. For children 10 and under. 
*VARIOUS TABLES* 
White Elephant, Baking, Plants, Books 
and much more! 

The Board invites you to Cemetery Visitation Weekend.  
The Cemetery will be open for visitation and gardening.  

 Water and watering cans will be available.  

Gone but not forgotten. 

The Stanley Hill Cemetery Board  
CEMETERY VISITATION WEEKEND 

Saturday June 14th and Sunday June 
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TOP TEN  
MLS® AWARD 

WINNER  
For 30 Consecutive 

Years!

 

? Computer Repairs 
? Computer/Laptop Sales 
? Software/Hardware  
   Installations 
? Wireless/Network  
   Router Install 
? Hardware/Memory  
    Upgrades 
? Virus/Windows  
    Reload 
? Data Transfer 

 

995 Golf Links Rd.? Thunder Bay ? Ph. 344-0200 
 

www.dunrite.com



2025 Regular Council Meeting Schedule 
Subject to change
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On a dreary September morning I headed to the Brodie Resource Library to find 
out what was happening 50 years ago. 
In Murillo small phones with new model dials were being installed beside the 
ones that served for 50 years. 
The disking club resumed play at the town hall. 
Source: Times Journal November 3, 1962 
Kakabeka Falls had newly erected street signs on Highway 17 and stop signs at 
the train tracks. 
Reverend Mark Conliffe would soon take over as rector of the Parish of West 
Thunder Bay. Source: T. J. Nov. 8, 1962 
"The Miracle Worker" was playing at the Capitol and "Carry On Cruising" was at 
the Odeon. Remember the Carry On gang? 
At Chapples you could buy Cocktail Bootees for $19.95 or Misses Plastic 
Overshoes for only $1.98. If I'd been an adult, I would have picked the bootees. 
Paipoonge Council felt that ambulance service was essential and agreed to share 
in subsidizing provided other municipalities also contributed. 
Since a surveyors plan was still not available no decision was made on turning 
over part of the Stanley cemetery for a soldiers plot, to the Kakabeka Legion. 
Source: T.J. Nov. 8, 1962 
Oliver Council issued a warning to dog owners who still hadn't purchased a 1962 
license. A license by-law had been passed in the Spring. 
Council voted to subsidize ambulance service. 
It was reported that only $783.44 was taken in on tax payments during October. 
Wow! Source: T.J. Nov. 10, 1962 
Crestview Home and School Association held their regular meeting. Letters were 
received regarding the organization of a library for Murillo. The regional library 
had books available for a nominal fee. The idea would be discussed at the next 
meeting when they hoped to have more members present. 
The UCW of Murillo United Church held a Christmas bazaar and supper. A large 
number from the Lakehead attended. Source: T.J. Nov. 22, 1962 
In Rosslyn, parents night was held at the school, when parents were given an 
opportunity to "meet the teacher and discuss children's problems with them." I 
always dreaded parents night, all the stress of clean- ing your desk, to say nothing 
of discussing problems. 
Several village residents were in hospital - Mrs. Art Hupka, Mrs. E. Knowles and 
Rob Ridler. 

 

Flashbacks 
by Karen Craib 

November 1962 

This is a new-old feature highlights life in our community in the ‘60’s! 
Thanks to Karen Craib for these wonderful glimpses into the past. 
(Excerpts reprinted from November 1962 Oliver Paipoonge News)

PHONE:  767­3643 
countryman@tbaytel.net 

COUNCIL  MEETINGS            
 The agenda will be posted by the Friday of the week before the week of the meet-
ing.  Council’s objective is to be open to our residents, hear their concerns, and use 
our time & your money constructively. Please pre-arrange your presentation with 
the C.A.O/Clerk or Deputy Clerk (807-935-2613) by the Tuesday prior to our 
council meetings.   
 
BY-LAWS/ RESOLUTIONS PASSED 
Awarding Twin City Crossroads (north) Reconstruction RFQ to Taranis 
Contracting Group Inc for $915,191.00;  Approval of the agreement between 
Murillo Minor Athletic Assoc and the Municipality for the use of the Murillo Ball 
fields, Clubhouse and Sea Can Storage Structure for organized youth softball;  
Approval of the contribution of services valued at $13,379.85 to Rural 60 Plus;  
Approving the hiring of three summer student positions despite uncertainty regard-
ing funding from the Canada Summer Jobs Program;  Approval of the following 
dates and times for free spring dump week at the North & South waste disposal 
sites -Tuesday May 20th (12 pm - 8 pm), Wednesday May 21 (12pm - 8 pm) & 
Saturday, May 24th (9 am - 5 pm)  Approving the agreement between the 
Municipality and Solicitor General for the Court Security and Prisoner 
Transportation Program;  Exempting the rental cost of the Rosslyn Community 
Hall to the West Thunder Bay Anglican Churches (St. Marks in Rosslyn and St 
James in Murillo) each time the hall is used to raise funds to support the costs of 
getting meat to food banks by hosting Spaghetti Suppers;  Recommending assets 
as surplus to the needs of the Municipality and that they be sold in a competitive 
process;  Endorsing the application for the Norwest Recreation Centre Expansion 
Project to Stream 2:  New Builds of the Community Sport and Recreation 
Infrastructure Fund;  Recommended submission of a Stage 1 application to the 
Northern Ontario Heritage Fund Corporation for the NorWest Recreation Centre 
Expansion Project;  Recommending public engagement on Levels of Services as 
presented in the Report for Our Asset Management Plan;  Approving the purchase 
of a 2025 Caterpillar 938M High Life Loader from Toromont Industries for a value 
of $409,025.13;  Authorizing the Mayor and CAO/Clerk execute an acknowledge-
ment and direction to accept the portion of the road allowance for Blindline Road;  
Deferring of the Twin City Crossroads (south) Reconstruction Project from 2025 
to 2026 Budget; Approval of the dedication  of all NORDS grant funds in the 
amount of $682,075.00 to the Twin City Crossroads (north) Reconstruction 
Project;  Approval of the regulate meetings in July & August to Tuesday July 15 
(5 pm) Tuesday August 5 (5 pm) and Wednesday, August 27 (9 am);  Approval of 
the licensed space agreement between Buddies of the Brill and the Municipality to 
host two Brill Trolley Buses and a Display Trailer at Oliver Paipoonge Heritage 
Park;  Approval of the Policy for retention of the YouTube recordings of Municipal 
Council Meetings with the following timeframes - Keep for 2 years followed by 
Archived for 2 years after which they will be deleted permanently; Approval of the 
appointment of Richard Noy as the Municipal Livestock Investigator and Valuer.   
 
Submitted by Mayor Lucy                                

The Parish of West Thunder Bay wishes to heartily thank all those 
who contributed to the success of our spaghetti supper held on 
May 4th. 
 
Reidridge Farms for donating the fresh beef used in our delicious 
sauce. 
Agostino Deli for their continued support. 
The Rosslyn Village Community Centre and Mel, the caretaker, for 
their wonderful hospitality. 
All the dedicated volunteers who laboured before, during and after 
to help make our dinner the best it can be. 
We especially want to acknowledge our many satisfied customers 
who supported this tasty feast, whether dining in or taking it home. 
 
All leftover spaghetti was donated to Grace Place to assist in pro-
viding nutritious meals for the needful they assist. 
 
With all your support we were able to raise $1810.00 for the 
Thunder Bay Community Growing Project to help feed people in 
need in our community. 
 
Please join us again when we host our next spaghetti dinner on 
September 14th from 4-6 pm at the Rosslyn Hall. We hope to see 
you there!! 
 
The Parish of West Thunder Bay Spaghetti Committee.

SUMMER COUNCIL MEETING SCHEDULE

Kaylyn LeMarquand 
Realtor ® 

Royal LePage Lannon Realty 
C:(807) 629.7989 

E:kaylyn@royallepage.ca 
#EveryHomeBeginsWithKay 
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Construction Corner  
June 2025 
Welcome to the 2025 Construction Season 
Along with our normal maintenance activities at this time of year throughout 
the Municipality like patching, ditching and signage work, the following is a 
list of Construction activities planned for 2025.  The time frames listed are 
approximate. 
MAY/JUNE 
Twin City Crossroads– The work involves the complete Reconstruction and 
widening of Twin City from the Municipal Boundary of the City of Thunder 
Bay to the MTO right of way limit on Hwy.11/17.  The existing road surface 
will be widened with additional granular material placement as well as a 
minor reconstruction of the Pole Line Road intersection. The existing road-
way will be profile milled, cross fall corrected and the widening areas will 
have a 40 mm binder asphalt applied. 
The last activity will be a 50mm lift of Superpave 12.5mm throughout the 
entire road width.  Upon completion, the turning movement at Pole Line 
Road intersection will be improved, a dedicated through lane north bound 
and widened paved shoulders for pedestrian movements.  The Contract 
will be performed by Taranis Contracting Group with a completion date of 
June 27th.  Construction activities are set to begin the week of May 5th..  
Residents along the construction area will be notified through hard copy 
prior to construction kickoff of the proposed limits of reconstruction as it 
affects their individual properties.  Through this hand out to the adjacent 
land owners, contact information for all parties will be provided.   
Surface Treating Program – June/July/August 
Intola Road – 102 to Yurick – Frost heave repair, misc. drainage and 
shoulder work in preparation for Overlay of roadway 
Poleline Road – Nicholettes to Town Line - Frost heave repair, misc. 
drainage and shoulder work in preparation for Overlay of entire roadway 
Maki Road – Wrigley to Millar Heights – complete reconstruction of road-
way including granular placement, grade improvements and drainage in 
preparation for overlay 
McCluskey – Hwy.61 to Hwy.130 -  Twin Pipe Installation – one week 
shutdown, shoulder work and patching in preparation for Overlay of entire 
roadway 
Boulter – John St to North Boundary – Frost heave repair, patching and 
misc. drainage in preparation for entire roadway overlay 
John St – Boulter to Townline  - frost heave repair, patching, shoulder 
repair and misc. drainage in preparation for entire roadway overlay 
Candy Mountain – Hwy.130 to Aspen – shoulder improvements, patching 
and misc. drainage in preparation for entire roadway overlay 
Boundary – Hwy.61 to Monteith – shoulder improvements, patching and 
misc drainage in preparation for entire roadway overlay 
Hacquoil Road – Hwy.61 to Boundary – shoulder improvements and 
misc patching in preparation for entire roadway overlay 
 
Work this summer will also be performed on two (2) railway crossings.  
Improvements are being performed on Vibert Road crossing, just south of 
Pole Line and Twin City Crossroads south of Hwy.11/17.  Further notices 
and detour plans will be established and published at least ten (10) days 
prior to shutdown as both locations require one (1) week shutdown of the 
road segments at each location. 
The above works will be performed with a combination of Public Works 
staff and hired equipment.  We, as a group, would appreciate your co-oper-
ation with traffic flow throughout our construction zones.  Be aware of sig-
nage and proposed detours.   
 
As a resident, if you notice something that may require our attention, 
please contact the office and provide details through the Service Request 
System. 
 
Safe Motoring, Chris Bowles, Direction of Operations 
 

Session 1 – The Road to 
Mountain Portage 
One man’s enchanting journey 
to find a lost road  
that went from Old Fort William 
to Kakabeka Falls.  
A non-Walkie but Talkie virtual 
event using Zoom.  
To attend, email 
petertkelos@gmail.com for a 
link. 
May 19, 2025, 6:30 sharp! 

Session 2- The Village of 
Murillo 
A brief, historical outline of the 
village of Murillo.  Meet at the 
Community Centre in Murillo by 
the Historical Marker.  June 2, 
2025 6:30.  Rain day next day 
until we can meet. 

Session 3 – The Village of 
Kakabeka Falls 
For once we talk about the vil-
lage and  
not the falls.  Meet at the CN 
yard, 
corner of Ditmars and Clergue 
Streets. 
June 16, 2025 6:30.  Rain day 
next day! 
 
If you need more information, 
email petertkelos@gmail.com 

History Walkie Talkie is Back!

Providing Reliable Service  
Since 1987 

 

www.tempelman.ca 

807-767-9173

For al l  your  
Bulk Water Needs 

 

Residential or Commercial 
City Water delivered  

in stainless steel tanks

 
 
 
 
 

 

• Wells • Holding Tanks • 
• Swimming Pools • 

• Skating Rinks • 
Closed Sundays
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$1000

Is Pennock Village Right for Me? 
Have you been thinking about your next transition in life, even if that 
may be 5+ years ahead? Decisions toward retirement & downsizing can 
be complex for both yourself & your family. Ask yourself:  
• Are you concerned about budgeting your costs upon retirement? 
• Do you worry about your ability to maintain your current property 

& home, but; 
• Are you still keen on continuous rural living? 
• Do you enjoy, or wish for, community living and daily social inter-

action with other mature adults as you age? 
• Do you hope to camp or travel more frequently by way of a more 

flexible lifestyle? 
• Do you value an honest, uncomplicated process towards investment 

protection & estate planning, for the sake of your family?  
If the above considerations are important to you, consider joining 
Pennock Village’s Priority Waitlist, which places you in an exclusive 
position to apply for unique housing opportunities that will be upcoming 
at this newly developing 55+ seniors community. Choose between a con-
temporary Garden Home (Duplex) or smaller Villa (Townhome unit). The 
signup process is straightforward without additional enforcements, and 
the deposit is 100% refundable in the case that life’s circumstances 
change. 
Should you have questions on floor plans or timelines, procedures or 
pricing, or just the Life Leasing process, read up on more details at 
www.pennockvillage.ca or reach out to info@pennockvillage.ca to sched-
ule a meet over coffee. Let’s start a plan towards your next steps in life.   

"Learning Through Play,  
Exploration & Inquiry" 

Connect with other Families!  
 

  (for children 0-6 years) 
   

 Our Calendar of events can be viewed at:  
https://www.keyon.ca/en/Events/ViewEvents 

 

* EarlyON Child and Family Centre - 
Murillo 

(Pre-registration on KeyON is required) 
 

For more info. please:  
Email: ruralfrc@tbaytel.net or 

 Private FB message us or 
Call: 935-3009  

 

Play, sing, laugh and we will 
SEE YOU SOON!

Rural  
Family 
Centre
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150 King George’s Park Drive     B-4785 Hwy 11/17 
(807) 939-2007                       (807) 577-2435 
 
 

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm               Mon-Fri 9am-6pm 
Sat 10am-2pm                     Sat 10am-4pm

Your Friendly Neighbourhood Pharmacies! 

Professional, safe and 
efficient tree removal 

with strategic expertise.
• Tree Removal 

• Chipping

• Stump Grinding 

• Land Clearing

• Roadside and Utility
Line Brushing

24/7 Emergency Response

Licensed & Insured

Free local Estimates

State-of-the-Art Equipment

Trust the specialists in
Tactical Tree Removal

to safeguard your property.

Call today for unmatched
service and peace of mind!

bgcontracting.ca

STEVE JAMES 
 

SALES REPRESENTATIVE 
STEVE_JAMES@SHAW.CA 

ONTARIOLAND.NET 
+1(807)626-6775

®

Providing Reliable Service  
Since 1987 

 

www.tempelman.ca 

807-767-9173

For al l  your  
Bulk Water Needs 

 

Residential or Commercial 
City Water delivered  

in stainless steel tanks

 
 
 
 
 

 

• Wells • Holding Tanks • 
• Swimming Pools • 

• Skating Rinks • 
Monday - Friday
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Thunder Bay Therapeutic Riding Association for RIDERS/family and Volunteers  
Come see our new home at 352 Nicholetts Rd - Visions Farms  

and meet the horses. Everyone is welcome to attend. Updates on Facebook 
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Please come out and join us  
at Pinegrove United Church 100 - 

Hwy 130  
Admission is free  

and all are welcome! 
 
 

June 5 - coffee Cafe 10 AM 
June 19 Indoor Picnic 

 

Volunteers are also welcome (and needed) 
For more information about Cafe del Soul, 

 please visit www.pinegroveuc.org/cafe-del-soul/

RURAL 60 PLUS! 
 

5 Pineview Road, Kakabeka Falls  475-5779,  

Monday – Craft Room 10-3 
Tuesday – Craft Room 10 -3 
           - Weaving – 10 – 3 
          - Knitting – 10 – 3 
Wednesday – Craft Room 10 -3 
                              - Beginners Carving – 10 – 3 

- Quilting – 10 – 3 
 - Cribbage – 1 – 3 

Thursday – Craft Room 10 - 3 
              - Weaving – 10 – 3 
                 - Knitting – 10 – 3 
Friday – Craft Room 10 – 3 

Rural 60 Plus will be going to summer hours starting July 1st. 
We are CLOSED JULY 1st for Canada Day 

We will be open Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 10 – 3 
Have a Great Summer everyone 

The Rural Dementia Café is a monthly gathering for people impact-
ed with a memory problem or dementia. Designed to help support 
families, care givers and friends to create a sense of belonging and 
community in a warm and safe welcoming environment. 
Come out and enjoy music, games and snacks in a relaxing atmos-
phere.  
There is no fee and no eligibility criteria to attend our rural café. 
The next Denetia Café is Friday June 27th 
Time is 1-3pm and the location is Rural 60 Plus Pineview Road 
Kakabeka Falls. 

Next Café is Friday June 27th. 
Contact Shaun or Elaine for more information at 807-473-5528. 

RURAL CUPBOARD FOOD BANK 
Neighbours Helping Neighbours 

Conmee Municipal Complex 
19 Holland Rd, Kakabeka Falls  P0T1W0 

807-285-0836 
We sincerely thank all those that  

continue to support us.  
Your donations enable the food bank to 

remain open 
Next Food Bank  

Wednesday June 18!   
Registration 9 am to 11 am 

Drive-Thru Pick-up

RURAL CUPBOARD FOODBANK  DROP OFF LOCATIONS 
 
Nolalu:                 Hoppers Variety  
                              Whitefish School (Sept to June) 
 
O'Connor:            O'Connor Municipal Office 
                              Whitefish School (Sept to June) 
                              Hoppers Variety 
 
Neebing:               Neebing Municipal Building 
 
Libraries:            Murillo Library and Rosslyn Library 
 
Note:  Rural Cupboard Foodbank needs recyclable bags.  

If you would like to be a drop off for the Rural Cupboard 
Foodbank, please call Lorna at 807-577-1035 

 



As promised last month I have included a vegetarian 
recipe that is inexpensive and a real hit at pot 
luck suppers or bbqs. I often double this recipe 

for larger groups or if I plan to freeze up half 
for another time. Children like this Dhal and 

adults can add more cayenne or their 
favourite curry pastes to add heat and spice. 

This can also be used as a side dish with chick-
en. This recipe includes a lot of spices that are a 

must nowadays in your cupboards as there is more and more inter-
est in Asian cuisine. Each and every spice included has a number of 
health benefits. Lentils,onions,garlic, tomatoes and spinach are all 

Canadian products. 
DAHL by Dodie 

 
 
 
 

Carefully rinse lentils til water runs clear then soak for 30 minutes to 
reduce cooking time. Heat olive oil over medium heat in a large  pot. 
Sauté the onions til tender. Add the ginger and garlic and sauté addi-
tional 3 minutes. Stir in the turmeric, cumin, coriander, cayenne pep-
per, salt and black pepper. Sauté this for 2 minutes. It will smell aro-
matic. Add the tomato paste then the can of tomatoes and cook for 
four minutes. Add the coconut milk and vegetable stock to the pot and 
simmer for 5 minutes. Now add the drained lentils. Cover and simmer 
for 30 minutes or until the  lentils are cooked and the Dhal is thick. 
Add the spinach and stir until it wilts. Add lemon juice and stir about 
ten minutes until the dhal is the consistency you like. Taste. Adjust 
seasonings if you like. Add more cayenne for hotter Dahl or add a 
spoonful of red curry paste for added spice and heat. Serve hot over 
rice or by itself with naan, or your favourite bread. 

 
Rhubarb is plentiful this year! Cherish your plants and share with your 
friends because rhubarb at the supermarkets is selling at outrageous-
ly high prices.Here is Linda’s favourite muffin recipe.You can also 
make pies, chutneys and jams from frozen rhubarb all year long. 

 
 

RHUBARB MUFFINS  by Linda Davis 

Cream the sugar and oil. Add the egg. Slowly stir in vanilla and but-
termilk. Combine flour, baking powder, baking soda and salt. Mix well 
with creamed ingredients. Stir in the rhubarb and nuts. Fill large muf-
fin cups 2/3 full. Mix together the white sugar, cinnamon and mar-
garine in a separate bowl. Then sprinkle the sugar mixture on the tops 
of the muffins. Bake at 400 degrees for 20 to 25 minutes. 
Enjoy your gardening,large or small! Keep those flags flying! 

Take care everyone! Dodie LeGassick, Slate River Women’s 
Institute

Slate  
River W.I.  

 
 
 

Submitted by  
 

        Dodie  
Legassick 
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Kakabeka Legion  
Events

JUNE EVENTS 
For Hall bookings call Diane Harrison 

 807-577-6549 
   KAKABEKA FALLS LEGION BRANCH 225 EVENTS 
Sunday, June 8th      Breakfast 8:30 to 11:30 am 
Saturday, June 14th  Executive Meeting 2 pm 
Saturday, June 14th  General Meeting 3 pm 
Saturday, June 21st  Dance with Quest 7 pm - 10 pm 
Saturday, June 28th  Dance with Quest 7 pm to 10 pm                                                                       
Sunday, June 29th    Sunday Music 2 pm to 4 pm 

The Legion is still looking for more volunteers - if you can give even 1 hour, that would be so 
appreciated.  Many hands will make the projects much easier to complete. 

To book an event please call Diane at 807-577-6549 

1 cup red split lentils 
3 tbsps. olive oil 
1 yellow onion diced 
2 inch knob of fresh ginger root, grated 
5 garlic cloves, sliced 
1/2 tsp. ground turmeric 
1 and 1/2 tsp. ground cumin 
1 tsp.ground coriander 

1/2 tsp.cayenne pepper 
salt and pepper to taste  
1 tsp. tomato paste 
one 15 ounce can diced or crushed 
tomatoes  
one 13.5 ounce can coconut milk 
2 cups spinach 
1 tbsp. lemon juice

1 and 1/4 cup brown sugar 
1/2 cup oil 
1 egg 
2 tsp vanilla 
1 cup buttermilk or use one cup 
milk with one tablespoon of vinegar 
mixed into it 

2 1/2 cup flour 
1/2 tsp. salt 
1 tsp.baking soda and 1 tsp. bak-
ing powder 
1 and 1/2 cup diced rhubarb  
1 tsp. cinnamon 
1/2 cup white sugar 

North Landfill (1 Spence Road) 
 

Summer Hours 
(April 1st ­ September 30th) 
Tuesday 12:00pm ­ 8:00pm 
Saturday 9:00am ­ 5:00pm 
 
Winter Hours 
(October 1st ­ March 31st) 
Tuesday 12:00pm ­ 5:00pm 
Saturday 9:00am ­ 5:00pm

South Landfill (154 Barrie Drive) 
 

Summer Hours 
(April 1st ­ September 30th) 
Wednesday 12:00pm ­ 8:00pm 
Saturday 9:00am ­ 5:00pm 
 
Winter Hours 
(October 1st ­ March 31st) 
Wednesday 12:00pm ­ 5:00pm 
Saturday 9:00am ­ 5:00pm

LANDFILL SUMMER HOURS 
The Municipality of Oliver Paipoonge has two Landfill Sites that are available 
for use by residents and property owners only. Residents and property owners 
will be required to present their Landfill Punch Card and Landfill Site Access 
Card along with photo ID (driver's license) to the Landfill Site Attendant upon 
arrival in order to gain entrance to the Landfill Site. Access cards can be picked 
up at the Municipal Office during regular business hours. 

Hours of Operation 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please Note: Municipal Landfill Sites are closed on ALL Statutory Holidays 

The 2024 Lakehead Region 
Conservation Authority Annual 
Report is now available on our 
w e b s i t e 
(www.lakeheadca.com/about/an
nual-reports). Physical copies 
are being distributed via the 
Chronicle Journal and are also 
available at our Administrative 
Office upon publication. We are 
proud of the work completed 
during 2024 and look forward to 
continuing our mission to lead 
the conservation and protection 
of the Lakehead Watershed in 
service of our vision of a 
healthy, safe and sustainable 
Lakehead Watershed for future 
generations. 
The LRCA is hosting a fun 
“Meet a Mermaid” event on 
Saturday, June 7 at Silver 
Harbour Conservation Area 
from 12:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
Come out and meet a real-life 
mermaid and view the mermaid 
sculptures donated by local 
artist Luc Despres of Despres 
Metal Artwork. After the event, 
the mermaid statues will be sunk 
as a diving feature as part of the 
Silver Harbour Dive Park. 
Please keep an eye on our web-
site and social media channels 
for more upcoming summer 
events information! On 
Saturday, July 26 we will be cel-
ebrating Silver Harbour Day in 
partnership with the 
Municipality of Shuniah, and on 
Saturday, August 23 the LRCA 
and the Municipality of Neebing 
will be hosting our second annu-
al Little Trout Bay Fishing 
Derby!  
If you plan on visiting us at a 
Conservation Area this summer, 
consider purchasing an Explore 
Card Parking Pass! If you visit 
frequently, an Explore Card 
Parking Pass for $40.00 +HST 
permits day-use/parking at our 
ten Conservation Areas for one 
calendar year. Visit as often as 
you like. Enjoy one calendar 
year of recreation activities! All 
Explore Card revenue goes 
directly towards the upkeep and 
maintenance of our 
Conservation Areas. 

SEPTEMBER 

6TH, 2025!



RURAL BUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTORY
ELECTRICAL 

5 Star Electric (Thunder Bay) Inc. 
Residential, Commercial & Industrial. 
New Builds, Upgrades to Existing. 
EV Chargers. Solar Systems & Generlinks. 
807-475-7827 
Email: inquiries@fivestarelectric.ca 
Message us on Facebook 

EVENT RENTAL SITES 
Event Rental Site 
Oliver Paipoonge Heritage Park 
A great place to hold your next special event, pho-
tos, picnic, wedding, BBQ, etc. 
You plan it and we’ll host it! Call for rental fees or 
special arrangements. 
Jean Mayo, Curator   opmuse2@tbaytel.net 
807 632 4628 

EXCAVATING &  
EQUIPMENT RENTALS 

Allens Enterprises Services Inc. 
PH: 626-6267 
dig1@tbaytel.net 
Pete’s Backhoe Service Ltd. 
52 Haniak Rd, Rosslyn 
Ph 939-1014, Email office@petesbackhoe.com 
Dump Trucks, Excavation, Lot Development 
 
FARMS & HAY/SLEIGH RIDES 

& PARTIES 
Gammondale Farm 
Gerry and Sue Gammond 
R.R.#3, McCluskey Dr., Thunder Bay 
475-5615 Farm  475-9609 Home 
farmfun@tbaytel.net www.gammondalefarm.com 

FEED & FERTILIZER 
Thunder Bay Co-op Farm Supplies 
Highway 61 & Boundary Dr. Phone 475-5190   
Fax 475-7420 ww.tbcoop.com 
Fertilizers, chemicals, building supplies, hardware, feed, 
poultry chicks, garden products 
Thunder Bay Feeds 
5221 Townline Road 
Phone 935-2921, Fax 935-2337 
Monday-Friday 9-6, Saturday 9-3 
Livestock & Pet Food, Fertilizer, Poultry 
Chicks, Fencing, Garden Supplies, Canada 
West, Muck, and Dryshod Boots 

FIREWOOD 
H&H Importers and Sales 
Firewood – dry birch cut and split 
3879 Hwy 11/17 939-1152 
hhimp@tbaytel.net 

FLOORING 
Kam Ridge Manufacturing 
Now selling hardwood, engineered, and vinyl 
laminate tile. 
New showroom-3933 Highway 11-17 
(807) 939-2524  sales@kamridge.ca 

GENERAL CONTRACTORS 
Allens Enterprises Services Inc. 
Excavating, Landscaping, Driveways, Dug Wells, 
Septic Systems 
dig1@tbaytel.net / Conventional/Waterloo 
PH: 626-6267 
BJ Halow & Sons Contractors 
22 Wing Road, Rosslyn 
939-2533/473-9021/ 
Bruce D. Halow 935-2730 
Dave Buob Trucking Ltd. 
Lot Development, Septic Systems and Sand 
& Gravel 
577-1988 or davebuobtrucking@live.ca 
Pete’s Backhoe Service Ltd. 
52 Haniak Rd, Rosslyn 
Ph 939-1014, Email office@petesbackhoe.com 
Driveways, Lot Development, Gravel/Sand 
Makkinga Contractors 
570 Squier Place, Thunder Bay P7B 6M2 
Ph. 935-2792   Fax 935-2731 

GRAPHIC DESIGN 
Design House Publications 
Producing Quality Publications since 1988 
Chris Vaclav 628-7271 
designhouse@tbaytel.net 

GREENHOUSES/NURSERIES 
 

My Blooming Business Greenhouse 
and Pottery - mbbgreenhouse.com 
341 Hanna Rd, Phone: 474-3235 
Open Early May - June Call or check 
website for current hours and info.  

HARDWARE 
Rosslyn Service Home Hardware 
3404 W. Rosslyn Rd., Rosslyn Village 939-2521 

INCOME TAX PREPARATION 
Kelley's Tax Service 
West Oliver Lake Rd 
(807) 622-7599 kelleystaxservice@gmail.com 

KITCHEN CABINETS 
Kam Ridge Manufacturing 
Now selling kitchen and vanity cabinets from 
Urban Effects and Cabinetsmith 
New showroom-3933 Highway 11-17 
(807) 939-2524  sales@kamridge.ca 

LAWN & GARDEN EQUIP.  
SALES & SERVICE 

Rosslyn Service Home Hardware 
Cub Cadet, TroyBilt, Mantis tillers, Echo 
3404 W. Rosslyn Rd., Rosslyn Village 939-2521 

METAL ROOFING 
Kam Ridge Manufacturing 
Selling Ideal Roofing's full line of sheet 
metal, steel shingles, and accessories 
New showroom-3933 Highway 11-17 
(807) 939-2524  sales@kamridge.ca 

Thunder Bay Co-op Farm Supplies 
Highway 61 & Boundary Dr. Phone 475-5190  Fax 
475-7420 www.tbcoop.com 
Largest stock of Ideal metal roofing  & 
siding in Northern Ontario 

POTTERY 
P0Ts2G0 Pottery Road Side Stand 
396 Nicholetts Rd. 
https://p0ts2g0.myshopify.com/ 

REAL ESTATE SALES 
Avista Realty Group Ltd. 
640 Beverly St. Thunder Bay 
Barb McEwen, Sales Rep. 
Cell 807-626-3860 Ph. 344-3232  
Fax 344-5400 
Kelsey Belluz, Broker at Re/Max 
Generations  
Fourteen years helping clients buy & sell 
rural properties! Call or email me at 
807.472.9292 or kelsey@belluz.comΔΔ 

ROOFING & RENOVATIONS 
Dykstra Knight Roofing & Renovations 
Box 86, Kakabeka Falls Ph. 577-3597 
Asphalt & wood shingles, cedar shakes, metal roofs,  
flat roofs, siding, soffit, facia & eavestrough 

SENIORS HOUSING 
Pennock Village 
Hwy 130 near Arthur Street  
55+ Life Leasing Garden Homes COMING SOON 
More info: www.pennockvillage.ca // Facebook & Instagram 

SEPTIC SYSTEMS INSTALLS 
Allens Enterprises Services Inc. 
Licensed Septic Systems Installer 
dig1@tbaytel.net / Conventional/Waterloo 
PH: 626-6267 
Dave Buob Trucking Ltd. 
Licensed designers and installers of conven-
tional & advanced treatment septic systems  
577-1988 or davebuobtrucking@live.ca 
Pete’s Backhoe Service Ltd. 
52 Haniak Rd, Rosslyn 
Ph 939-1014, Email office@petesbackhoe.com 
Licensed Installers 

SMALL ENGINE REPAIR 
Ryans’ Small Engine Service 
The One Stop Repair Shop; all makes & 
models; better prices, better service; pick-up 
& delivery. Phone 472-4201 

SNOW PLOWING 
Simpson Snow Plowing 
Residential & Light Commerncial  
Snow Plowing and Removal 
807-630-7260 
 

TACK SHOP 
Greenhawk-Thunder Bay Feeds 
5221 Townline Road 
Phone 935-2921, Fax 935-2337 
Monday-Friday 9-6, Saturday 9-3 

TANKS 
Miller Precast Limited 
58 Cooper Rd., Rosslyn 
Ph. 939-2655 www.millerprecast.ca 
Rosslyn Service Home Hardware 
Equinox Polyethelene Septic Tanks & Water Tanks 
3404 W. Rosslyn Rd., Rosslyn Village 939-2521 

TEA 
Your Tea Needs 
Loose/bagged teas & accessories.  
Gift cards/ baskets and more.  
Find us at local markets! 
Contact: Grant & Eugema Ings (807) 768-0999 
email: merchantonline@tbaytel.net  website: 
www.yourteaneeds.com 
TIRES 
Mirabellis Garage  
Tire Sales, Repairs and Installations 
475 East Oliver Lake Road 
call or text John Mirabelli at 807-627-0784 
TOURIST ATTRACTIONS 
Oliver Paipoonge Heritage Park 
RUSS’S GARAGE - A vast collection of  
vintage cars, race cars, pedal cars and  
memorabilia) and: 
THE DUKE HUNT MUSEUM (a collection of 
the history of Oliver Paipoonge residents,  
farming and businesses) and 
THE VILLAGE and 
BRILL BUSES 
Phone 807-475-7424 or email 
opmuse2@tbaytel.net 
3190 Hwy. 61S @ Gillespie Rd. 
Slate River, Ont.  

TRACTORS 
Rosslyn Service Home Hardware 
Yanmar tractors, loaders, backhoes & implements 21 
to 45 HP, 807-939-2521  rosslyn@tbaytel.net 

TRUCK.CAR STOP & RESTAURANT 
Santorelli’s 24 Hr. Husky Truck Stop 
3131 West Arthur Street 
(near Twin City Crossroads) 
Gas Bar:939-2619/Fax:939-2060/Office:939-2572 

TRUSSES 
Kam Ridge Manufacturing 
Commercial & Residential trusses, floor 
joists & LVL beams, prefab walls 
3933 Hwy. 11/17 W 939-2524 
sales@kamridge.ca 

WATER HAULING 
Tempelman Water Haulage 
Bulk water in stainless steel tanks for wells, 
holding tanks, swimming pools, skating rinks, 
residential & commercial. 
767-9173, Mon.-Fri. 

WATER TREATMENT 
Brad’s Water Treatment  
Authorized Purifiner dealer for N.W.O., 
Water treatment specialists 577-0462 

WELL SERVICES/PUMPS                                                                           
Allens Enterprises Services Inc. 
Dug Well Tech / Installation / Pumps  Septic / Well 
dig1@tbaytel.net 
PH: 626-6267 
Kershaw Well Services 
www.kershawwellservices.ca 
Phone 939-2166 Fax 939-2167 

WINDOWS/DOORS 
Kam Ridge Manufacturing 
Now selling North Star Windows and Doors 
New showroom-3933 Highway 11-17 
(807) 939-2524  sales@kamridge.ca 

ALL TERRAIN VEHICLES 
Rosslyn Service Home Hardware 
Repairs to all makes: ATV, Snowmobiles, Tractors 
& equipment 
3404 W. Rosslyn Rd., Rosslyn Village 939-2521 

AUTO REPAIR 
 

Art's Auto 
Automotive repair and diagnostics 
All makes and models; Art Blekkenhorst 
935-2835; 4582 Oliver Road, Murillo 
Charlie’s Auto 
Automotive Service Technician, Charles Clair 
953 Candy Mountain Dr., 473-5456 708-5536 
Mirabellis Garage  
Automotive repairs and tire sales 
475 East Oliver Lake Road 
call or text John Mirabelli at 807-627-0784 
 

True North Tire & Auto 
Up-to-date fuel injection diagnostic & repairs 
& repairs to all makes & models 
20 Berini Drive, 473-4501 

BIRTHDAY PARTIES 
Laugh Out Loud with BoBo 
BoBo the Clown! Fabulous entertainment for 
birthday parties! 
628 7271   
CATERING, HALL RENTALS & 

MEETINGS 
Royal Canadian Legion Hall 
Kakabeka, 473-9122 
kakabekalegion@tbaytel.net 

CHEESE FARM 
Thunder Oak Cheese Farm 
611 Boundary Drive West 
Neebing, Ontario P7L 0C2 628-0175 

CHURCHES/ 
RELIGIOUS  ORGANIZATIONS 

Anglican Parish of West Thunder Bay Country Warmth in 
Christ! Incumbent: Rev. Jonathon Blanchard  939-1103  
St. James' Anglican Church  
(corner of John St. Rd. at Calvert Rd. in Murillo) 
Sunday Service at 11:00 am 
St. Mark's Anglican Church 
(5 St. Mark's Street, Rosslyn Village) 
Sunday Service & Sunday School at 9:30 am 
Facebook "Parish of West Thunder Bay" 
 

 

Community Baptist Church 
Cnr. of Oliver & Mud Lake Rds., Murillo  
Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Worship Service 11 a.m. 
Pastor Anthony Fiorito 
935-2514 (office) or 935-2563 (church ph. & fax) 
www.murillobaptist.blogspot.com 
 

First Christian Reformed Church 
Hwy 130 North at Cooper Rd. 
Church 939-1207 
Pastor – Matthew Guichelaar 905-518-4526 
 
Chair – Dan Breukelman 624-8052 
Clerk – Joyce Vis 630-4632 
Sunday Service 10 a.m. 
 
The Village Church 
Available to rent for your special occations 
Phone 807-475-7424 or email 
opmuse2@tbaytel.net 
Oliver Paipoonge Heritage Park 
3190 Hwy. 61S @ Gillespie Rd. 
Slate River, Ont.  
 

Pinegrove United Church 
Hwy. 130 (between Arthur St. & Rosslyn Rd.) 
Sunday Service - 10:30 a.m. in-person or 
watch the livestream - Sundays at 10:30 am. 
Visit www.trinityunited.church/livestream/ 
Phone/Fax-939-1364 pinegrove@tbaytel.net 
www.pinegroveUC.org  

 
Redeemer Lutheran Church 
P.O.Box 179  Kakabeka Falls, on. P0T 1W0 
WORSHIP;  11:00am 
Ph. 807-473-9164  
email: redeemeracts@tbaytel.net 
 

Roman Catholic Churches 
St. Augustine* & St. Theresa+ 
c/o 5045 Townline Rd. Murillo Tel. 935-2898 
Mass Schedule: *Tues-Fri. 6.00pm, *Sat. 
5.00pm (winter), *Sun. 9.00am, +Sun. 11.00am 
Slate River Baptist Church 
Hwy. 130, 80 McCluskey Drive P7J 0A8 
10:00am Adult Bible Study  
11:00am  Morning Family Worship 
11:30am Jr. & Sr. Children’s Church 
Pastor Rob Cain, 475-5140  
United Reformed Church of Thunder Bay 
#23 Hwy 130, Thunder Bay 939-1916 
Pastor: Rev. John Ysinga 623-4241 
Sun. Worship Times: 10:00 a.m. & 2:30 p.m. 
www.thunderbayurc.com 

COMPUTER REPAIRS 
SALES & SERVICE 

Bagdonas Consulting Service 
Computer service, setup, backup, restore 
tanasb@gmail.com   627-6656 
Dunrite! Services 
Leo Blekkenhorst 995 Golf Links Rd.Ph. 344-0200   
Fax 344-1156 www.dunrite.com sales@dunrite.com  
http://fb.me/DunriteServicesThunderBay 
See us for your all your computer needs 

CONCRETE PRODUCTS 
Miller Precast Limited 
58 Cooper Rd., Rosslyn 
Ph. 939-2655 www.millerprecast.ca 

DOG GROOMER 
Slate River Dog Grooming 
All breeds and sizes.  
HWY 61, Neebing.   
Find us on Facebook. 475-9629. 

WOOD PELLETS 
H&H Importers and Sales 
Hardwood & Softwood Pellets  
3879 Hwy 11/17 939-1152 
hhimp@tbaytel.net

 

COUNCIL & STAFF 
Contact Information 

Office Located at 3250 Hwy 130, Rosslyn ON P7K 0B1

COUNCIL 
 

Lucy Kloosterhuis, Mayor  
mayor@oliverpaipoonge.on.ca  
807-473-5658 (office) 
 

Bernie Kamphof, Councillor  
councillorkamphof@oliverpaipoonge.on.ca 
807-935-3344 
 

Dan Calvert, Councillor  
councillorcalvert@oliverpaipoonge.on.ca 
807-620-7777 
 

Donna Peacock, Councillor 
councillorpeacock@oliverpaipoonge.on.ca 
807-627-7016 
 

Allan Vis, Councillor 
councillorvis@oliverpaipoonge.on.ca 
807-935-2200 

HALL RENTALS  
Call the Municipal Office 807-935-2613

 

ADMINISTRATION 
Wayne Hanchard, CAO/Clerk 
cao-clerk@oliverpaipoonge.on.ca 
807-935-2614 
 

John MacGillivray, Treasurer/Deputy CAO 
treasurer@oliverpaipoonge.on.ca 
807-935-0258 
 

Chris Bowles, Director of Operations 
directorofoperations@oliverpaipoonge.on.ca 
807-935-8670 
 

Kerri Reid, Manager of Planning 
planning@oliverpaipoonge.on.ca 
807-935-3300 
 

Sean Horan, Fire Chief 
fire.chief@oliverpaipoonge.on.ca 
807-935-8674  Cell 807-628-4867 

REMINDER: Burning permits are required all year. Charges 
will be laid if you burn without a permit. Daytime burning is 

allowed from Nov 1 to March 31.  Burning Permits available at: 
both libraries, LULUS, Rosslyn Service, Wildwoode Variety, 

Valley Store in Murillo and also online at 
www.oliverpaipoonge.ca. 

You are not allowed to dispose of used oil, paint at our landfill site. The Municipality is no longer 
accepting appliances that contain Freon. In order for these appliances to be accepted at the Landfill 
Sites, they must have the Freon removed by a Certified Refrigeration Specialist and tagged to indi-
cate that they are Freon-free. Once the Freon is removed and the appliance is tagged, it can then be 
disposed of in the designated area at either Landfill Site without charge. 
You must present both your Landfill Access Card and Photo ID (driver’s license) to the Landfill Site 
Attendant upon arrival effective July 11, 2015….landfill sites are for residents only. Non profit event 
planners can submit an online request to have their event placed on our municipal calendar located 
on the website. Go to our website www.oliverpaipoonge.ca and click on the events calendar icon on 
the home page and from there click on the link “submit an event” for free advertising. Remember to 
RECYCLE – our sites are filling up with recyclable items. The Municipality is legislated to recycle, 
so please do your part!! We remind residents that charges can be laid in regards to insecure loads and 
garbage flying onto the roads. Please ensure your garbage is secured in your vehicle or trailer! 
Remember: You must have your pet under your control at all times. DOG TAGS are av available at Municipal 
Office, Wildwoode Variety on Hwy 102

Deadline for JULY’S  
Oliver Paipoonge News is 

JUNE 20! 
designhouse@tbaytel.net  Chris Vaclav 807­628­7271 
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From the Curator’s Desk 
by Jean Mayo 

 
Oliver Paipoonge Heritage Park opened the gates to the public on May 17 & 18 
for the 2025 season. We are now open noon to 4:30 every Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday. As many of us expected, the weather was not the best, but that didn’t stop 
visitors from wandering the grounds and taking in all the sites offered. Is it 
because it was too cold to garden or go to camp, or is it because the public is more 
aware of us and want to see history at its best, that we had a steady stream of vis-
itors all weekend? All I can say is the weather didn’t hold anyone back and we 
enjoyed all the happy comments and praises. 
 
With the season opening comes the new Barn Quilt competition. You are now able 
to purchase your $100 package for the competition which ends on September 7. 
Judging will be held on September 13 during our Heritage Craft Day. If you 
Google Barn Quilts there are many sites for you to view and get ideas. Why not 
show us your talents? Our theme this year is Scenic Northwestern Ontario. 
 
Last month I introduced you to Aja, our new Assistant Curator. Our park couldn’t 
run without our Museum Workers also. Be sure to say hi to Rosie, Brian and Noah 
when you come out to visit. They are the ones that keep the buildings clean, dis-
plays in order and greet all the visitors, plus many other jobs in the background.  
 
Let the Thunder Roar! On June 14, we are a stop on the Ride for Dad event which 
starts about 10:00 am. The bikers come out in 2 very large groups with the second 
group arriving around noon. This is a very worthwhile cause that raises funds for 
prostate cancer.  
 
I would like to draw your attention to the Museum Fair and Crafter’s Weekend on 
June 21 & 22. We have invited many craft vendors as well as local and district 
museums and historical groups to set up at OPHP. As well, we have a different 
speaker each day who will talk at the Pavilion starting at 2pm. On Saturday, Bill 
Skrepichuk will be talking about trains from the early 1900’s in the NW Ontario 
area. On Sunday, Marg Schweitzer, will present her new book called A War, A 
Life and will share some of her family stories that are included in the book. All 
buildings will be open for you to view. This is sure to be a great weekend. 
 
Don’t forget to mark July 4,5 and 6 on your calendar for this year’s Classic Days 
event. We have added a People Choice competition for the classic cars and the 
antique tractors on Saturday and Sunday, so this means you are the judge! Other 
displays are RC Model Cars, Model Trains, and new for this year are vintage 
Snowmobiles! In addition, we are inviting vendors of vintage wares to sell or dis-
play their items. Contact OPHP Aja for more info at opmuse2@tbaytel.net or 807 
475 7424. 
 
When you arrive at OPHP, please stop at the Train Station first to receive visitor 
information and pay your $5 admission. We ask that you sign our guest book and 
don’t forget to share your comments with us. We love to read them.  
 
Why not come out and Take a Walk Through the Past! 

OPHP RENTAL RATES 
The follow rates have been established by 
the Oliver Paipoonge Heritage Park Board 
and Staff, and have been passed by 
Council. 
 
Church (half 

day)...................................................................$50.00 
Pavilion (half day)..................................................................$50.00 
Photo Shoots (half day, complete site)................................$100.00  
Church, Pavilion, Photo Shoots (half day)...........................$200.00 
Wedding Package (same as above) per wedding...............$125.00 
Video or Movie Sets (half day) ……………………………….$250.00 
School Tours (Teachers and Chaperones Free) ………….$5.00/student 
Season Pass (includes any Event) ……………………...$100.00/person 
Special Events determined individually by OPHP Board 
 
Note: picnic tables and bleachers and benches included as needed. 
Food Vendors: please contact Jean Mayo, Curator, to apply or for further 
information. 
OPHP is always looking for volunteers to help make this special place 
one to remember.  
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2025 EVENT LIST  
FOR OPHP 

OPENING WEEKEND................                  MAY 17, 18 
(BARN QUILT COMPETITION OPENS) 
RIDE FOR DAD……………………………....JUNE 14 
HERITAGE CRAFTS, MUSEUM FAIR.........JUNE 21,22 
(and guest speakers) 
CLASSIC DAYS………………………………JULY 4,5,6 
FAMILY DAY, HERITAGE CRAFT DAYS.....JULY 19 
DAY CAMP……………………………………JULY 23-25 
MUSIC, CRAFT DAY………………………...AUG 9 
DAY CAMP……………………………………AUG 20-22 
BARN QUILT COMPETITION CLOSES......SEPT 7 
HERITAGE CRAFT DAY…………………….SEPT 13, 14 
(BARN QUILT JUDGING) 
CELEBRATING RACING TB………………..SEPT 14 
PARK CLOSING & VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION….…. SEPT 28 
 

NOTICE FOR MARG’s  
BOOK READING  

IN JUNE 2025 
Come and join author Marg Schweitzer at OPHP this summer Sunday June 22 at 
2:00 pm as she gives a reading from her new book entitled A War, A Life. It details 
the previously forgotten story of her grandfather, who served in both world wars 
of the 20th century. During WW II, Lt. Col. F.J. Dawson, OBE was a district com-
mander with the Canadian Forestry Corps in Scotland. 
 
If you are a direct descendant of someone who was recruited in Port Arthur in July 
1940, or know someone who is, we want to hear from you! The following is a list 
of men who left for Scotland in the first contingent on Boxing Day, 1940. Your 
history and stories make us proud. Please contact Jean at opmuse2@tbaytel.net or 
807 632 4628 if you have information or memories of the men listed below. 
Captain John Boswell, Lieutenant Royd Beamish, Lieutenant Hobart Styffe, 
Private John Bell, Private Joseph Beyette, Private Donald Cross, Private 
Frederick Goodwin, Private Benjamin Hey, Private Wilson Kelly, Private Roy 
Miller, Private John Perry, Private Arthur Tweedy, Private George Withers. 

NOTES FROM THE PAST 
By Marg Schweitzer, OPHP 

June 2025 
How Did You Get Here? 

     Various members of the community may be asked whether they would like 
to detail their ties to Oliver-Paipoonge. This first exploration is courtesy of Jean 
Mayo, the Curator of Oliver-Paipoonge Heritage Park, located at the corner of 
Highway 61 and Gillespie Rd. 
     Jean’s maternal great-grandparents emigrated to Canada from Romania early 
in the 20th century. Like many thousands of Eastern Europeans of the time, they 
sought a better life in a new country, while recognizing the hurdles they would 
face as newcomers. Jean’s ancestors settled in Saskatchewan first before travel-
ling to Manitoba. At the time, free land grants were available to people willing 
to homestead and colonize the politically new western territories, as offered in 
the Dominion Lands Act of 1872. The Act also set aside reserve lands for 
indigenous peoples. In 1930, the Act was repealed, and lands and resources 
were then transferred to the provinces of Alberta, Saskatchewan, and Manitoba. 
These resources totaled some 80 million hectares and 1.25 million homesteads. 
     Jean’s parents were both born on farms in Saskatchewan, and both made 
their way to the town of Fort William in the 1940’s, when WW II was being 
fought. Vera, Jean’s mom, applied to work at the Canada Car factory (now 
Alstom) but was rejected for the simple fact of her surname being deemed 
“unacceptable.” Times have changed, thankfully! …., Jean’s dad, worked at a 
number of different vocations before becoming a machinist at the Abitibi mill. 
Vera and …. married in 1942 and had four children, including Jean, the 
youngest. 
     Growing up in Westfort, Jean had horses in her blood. As soon as she las-
soed her husband, John, in 1972, they moved to rural Thunder Bay, where Jean 
could indulge her equine passion. Her business, Triple J Stables, was where 
many youngsters learned to ride and enjoy the best of country life for decades. 
Jean became involved in the Duke Hunt Museum in 2011, under the tutelage of 
the late Lois Garrity. Their shared interest in local history and antiques proved a 
winning combination, and Jean was happy to step into the position of Assistant 
Curator. In 2013, the Municipality took stewardship of the former Founders 
Museum on Highway 61. Following Lois’s passing in 2024, Jean then became 
Curator of the Oliver-Paipoonge Heritage Park, seeing through some major 
changes in the combined operations of the facilities.  
     Jean is having a hay-day as Curator, where she’s kept hopping with her 
many responsibilities and efforts to fundraise for the park (a constant challenge). 
In future, she would like to expand the reach of this valuable asset throughout 
the local region via public awareness campaigns, school tours, and educational 
visits by out-of-towners. For more information and especially if you would like 
to consider volunteering, please contact Jean Mayo at opmuse2@tbaytel.net or 
call (807) 632-4628. And don’t forget to share your story of how you got here! 




