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Public Notice 
Single Lane Bridge Closure on  

Candy Mountain Road 
August 17-21, 2026 

 
Please be advised that the single lane bridge on Candy 
Mountain Road located between Gillespie and West 
Riverdale will be CLOSED beginning Monday August 
17, 2026, at 7:00 a.m. until Friday August 21, 2026 at 
4:00 p.m. for guardrail repairs. 
Any questions or concerns during the repair work can be 
directed to:  
Chris Bowles 
Director of Operations  
Municipality of Oliver Paipoonge 
Tel: (807) 935-2613 ext.8670 

 
 
 

2026 Final Tax Due Dates 
The 2026 Final Tax Notices will be mailed out 
on or before August 4th. The due dates for the 

2026 Final Tax Notice are: 
August 25th, 2026 
October 26th, 2026 

If you have not received your mailed tax 
notice by August 11th please contact the 

Municipal Office.  

Thank You ~ Strawberry Social 
On behalf on the Slate River Women’s Institute  I would like to extend a 
big THANK YOU for all those who helped to make the the Strawberry 
Social a success. To Lucy, whom I could not have accomplished all that 
needed to be done. To the Kakabeka Legion for all their contributions, to 
Alice for her support, to Sherry and her friends for keeping the hall 
clean, to Odena Foods for getting the ice cream, and to Belluz Farms for 
the donation of berries. A special thank you to all members of the Slate 
River W.I. without whom we would never have had such a great event. 
Thank you to all whom came to support us and eat Strawberry Shortcake. 
Thanks again one and all. Hope to see you next year. 

If you voted in a Provincial or Federal Election, it does not guarantee that you 
are on the Voters List for a Municipal Election. Elections Ontario is now 
responsible for managing a register of electors for provincial and municipal 
elections. Check to see if your name and home address is on the voters list 
and provide updates! 
Get on the voters list today! Visit RegisterToVoteON.ca or call 1-866-242-
3025 to see if you are registered to vote in the 2026 Municipal and School 
Board Elections. 
 SCHOOL SUPPORT DESIGNATION 
Also check to ensure your correct school support designation is on the Voters 
List. 
While Elections Ontario maintains the Permanent Register of Electors in 
Ontario for Provincial, Municipal and School Board Elections, Municipal 
Property Assessment Corporation (MPAC) is legislatively responsible for col-
lecting school support designation.  You must contact MPAC if you need to 
correct your school support by going to the MPAC Website and selecting  
AboutMyPropertyTM .  After you submit your update, you’ll receive an email 
confirmation from MPAC.  Bring this to the Municipal Office so your infor-
mation can be updated on the final Voters List. 

2026 MUNICIPAL ELECTION 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 26, 2026 

VOTERS 
ARE YOU REGISTERED TO VOTE? 

NOTICE OF ELECTION  
INFORMATION 
ELIGIBILITY 

You are able to vote in the Election if on Voting Day you are: 
• At least 18 years old 
• Residing in the Municipality of Oliver Paipoonge 
• An owner or tenant of land in the Municipality, or the spouse of an 

owner or tenant 
• Not prohibited from voting 
 
You cannot vote in a municipal election if you are: 
• Serving a sentence of imprisonment in a penal or correctional 

institution 
• A corporationı4 
• A person convicted of a corrupt practice for an election held within 

four years of voting day 
 
HOW TO VOTE 
The 2026 Elections will be conducted through Telephone and Internet 
Voting, authorized through By-Law 80-2021. 
Each person on the voters' list will be mailed a sealed Voter 
Information Letter which will contain a unique Personal Identification 
Number (PIN), which when confirmed with additional personal infor-
mation such as a date of birth, will allow the Voter to cast their vote, 
whether by internet or telephone. The Voter Information Letter will 
contain: 
• The unique PIN, the telephone number to call to cast a vote, 
and the web address (URL) to access the ballot using the internet; 
• Instructions on how to vote; 
• Dates and hours of voting; and 
• The location and telephone numbers of the Voter Help Centres. 
 
If you have not received your Voter Information Letter by October 15th 
and you are entitled to vote, visit the Voter Help Centre at the 
Municipal Office where an Election Official will be available to assist 
you. 
 
IN-PERSON VOTING 
During the voting period and on Voting Day, an internet voting kiosk 
will be set up at the Voter Help Centre at the Municipal Office.  On 
Voting Day there will also be Voter Help Centres at both the Murillo 
and Rosslyn Community Halls, and electors may attend for assistance, 
or to cast a vote in-person.  Paper ballots will not be available.  
The offices and list of candidates for both the Municipal Council and 
the District School Boards will be advertised in the newsletter and on 
the website following Nomination Day on August 21, 2026. 
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LANDFILL SUMMER HOURS 
The Municipality of Oliver Paipoonge has two Landfill Sites that are available 
for use by residents and property owners only. Residents and property owners 
will be required to present their Landfill Punch Card and Landfill Site Access 
Card along with photo ID (driver's license) to the Landfill Site Attendant upon 
arrival in order to gain entrance to the Landfill Site. Access cards can be picked 
up at the Municipal Office during regular business hours. 

 
 

North Landfill (1 Spence Road) 
 

Summer Hours 
(April 1 ­ September 30) 
Tuesday 12:00pm ­ 8:00pm 
Saturday 9:00am ­ 5:00pm 

South Landfill (154 Barrie Drive) 
 

Summer Hours 
April 1 ­ September 30 
Wednesday 12:00pm ­ 8:00pm 
Saturday 9:00am ­ 5:00pm

Please make sure you are bringing the BLUE­coloured card  
(July­September) as it’s a new quarter!

LANDFILL SUMMER HOURS Start APRIL 1, 2026!

COUNCIL  MEETINGS 
The Oliver Paipoonge Council Meetings for June, July and August 

2026 are scheduled as follows: 
 

Tuesday,  August 4th at 5 pm  
and Wednesday, August 26th at 9 am 

 
The agenda will be posted by the Friday of the week before the week of 
the meeting.  Council’s objective is to be open to our residents, hear their 
concerns, and use our time & your money constructively. Please pre-
arrange your presentation with the C.A.O/Clerk or Deputy Clerk (807-935-
2613) by the Tuesday prior to our council meetings.   

 
BY-LAWS/RESOLUTIONS PASSED 

 
Awarding the Office Airflow Study to BACx Incorporated (Bell Armstrong 
Commissioning);  Awarding the Red Barn Structural, Life Safety and 
Industrial Hygiene Assessment to R & R Engineering;  Authorizing admin-
istration to submit the comments on ERO Posting 026-558 presented in 
the Report;  Declaring surplus to the needs of the Municipality the kitchen 
items in the Duke Hunt Museum at the Oliver Paipoonge Heritage Park;  
Approval for horse-drawn rides at Oliver Paipoonge Heritage Park under 
certain conditions;  Recommending that the 2026 Asset Management Plan 
presented at the June 24th Council meeting as amended;  
Recommending a requirement for volunteers and employees involved in 
school tours or events involving children at the Oliver Paipoonge Heritage 
Park to have vulnerable sector checks at the Municipality's expense;  
Support Township of Armours request that the Province work collabora-
tively with Northern municipalities to identify priority locations for invest-
ments - such as year-round washrooms, safe parking areas, commercial 
truck parking, warming shelters, electric vehicle charging stations, fuel 
access, tourism information and improved emergency communication 
where feasible; Support the Municipality of Calvin's request that the 
Province work collaboratively with Northern Municipalities to develop best 
practices and model apportionment frameworks for shared municipal ser-
vices and provincially mandated boards;  Support the Township of Larder 
Lake's in their request that the Province work collaboratively with Northern 
Municipalities to design and implement a sustainable funding framework 
that recognizes the unique economic and geographic realities of Northern 
Ontario.                                  Subject to Change  

Happy 50th Anniversary 
Stan & Lois Myslicki! 
Congratulate the couple at  

105 Falls Road ~ Open House 
August 15 ~ 3 p.m. 

Best Wishes only 
or a donation to the local food bank
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REALTOR

MURILLO MINOR ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION 
2026 SPRING SOFTBALL LEAGUE UPDATE 

Hello Everyone! The Murillo Minor Athletic Association (MMAA) softball 
league is a very popular, volunteer-driven league that is all about FUN, 
FRIENDSHIP and FITNESS! A softball glove is all a player needs – we supply 
all other equipment. We play from early May to the end of June at the Murillo 
softball fields.  
 
The 2026 season had over 400 youth registered players in the T-Ball, 3-Pitch, 
Atom, PeeWee and Bantam divisions, and over 90 volunteer coaches. Its all 
wrapped up now and we held our annual Tournament Day and BBQ Day on 
Saturday June 27th. What glorious weather we had! 
 
REGULAR SEASON FINAL STANDINGS & PLAYOFF RESULTS 
The regular season-end standings for Atom, PeeWee and Bantam are listed 
below, with the Playoff Tournament results. Congratulations to the Playoff 
Tournament winning teams – there were some significant upsets this season! 
  
ATOM 
1. Maw’n Pawz – Diamond Pawz 
2. Horizon Northwest Financial – Heat – THIRD Place in the Playoffs 
3. Silvaggio Fine Homes – Whiskey Jacks 
4. dp Diamond Blades – Blade Runners – FIRST Place in the Playoffs 
5. Barb McEwen Realtor – Home Runners 
6. SISU Mechanical – Sluggers – SECOND Place in the Playoffs 
   
PEEWEE 
1. Uniform Pros – Cyclones – SECOND Place in the Playoffs 
2. Generator – Giants 
3. LH North – Storm – THIRD Place in the Playoffs 
4. Curb Appeal Contracting – Hawks 
5. Silver Foam Consulting – Falcons – FIRST Place in the Playoffs 
6. Maw’n Pawz – Ruff Runners 
  
BANTAM 
1. Impact Promotions – Predators – FIRST Place in the Playoffs 
2. Maw’n Pawz – Paw Crushers 
3. Vanlenthe Mechanical – Sweepers – THIRD Place in the Playoffs 
4. North Winds Farm – Haymakers – SECOND Place in the Playoffs 
 
THANK YOU TO THE 2026 LEAGUE SPONSORS, SUPPORTERS & 
VOLUNTEERS 
 
Thank you to all who volunteer on the front lines and behind the scenes to make 
the league a success. Your efforts do not go unnoticed, especially for Tournament 
and BBQ Day! The MMAA also recognizes the community members and many 
local businesses for their support and sponsorships in 2026: 
  
Art’s Auto 
Barb McEwen - Realtor 
Curb Appeal Contracting 
Daniel Vanlenthe Mechanical 
Donatis Brothers 
dp Diamond Blades 
GENERATOR 
Greenmantle Forest 
Giizhik Plumbing & Mechanical 
Hartley Road Rescue 
Horizon Northwest Financial 
Impact Promotions 
Jacki Kamphof Interiors 
Kakabeka Depot 
Kimm White & Jeff Main 
LH North 
Maw’n Pawz 
Miller Precast 
Motorcycle Safety Training 
Finally, thank you to the Municipality of Oliver-Paipoonge for its ongoing sup-
port to the MMAA League, maintenance of recreation facilities and provision of 
picnic tables. 
 
2027 Season 
We are already looking ahead to the 2027 softball season. Mark your calendar as 
a reminder to visit our website January 2027 to look for softball registration 
information. The MMAA is recruiting additional multi-year volunteers, including 
Coaches, to help run the league, as Joe and Karen Ladouceur have begun to step 
back from leadership roles. 
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Please contact us by email at: mmaa@tbay.me, or 
visit our website: http://mmaa.tbay.me/

Organization-NWO 
New Method Insulation & Supply 
North Winds Farm 
Sarjeant Propane 
S.G. MacKinnon Logging 
Silvaggio Fine Homes Construction 
Silver Foam Consulting 
SISU Mechanical 
Stanley Hill Bison 
Superior Sailmakers 
The Refill Co. 
TrueNorth Tire & Auto 
Turnkey Communications 
Uniform Pros 
Wayne’s Auto Service  
  
 
 

Nails by Rosanne 
Beautiful Acrylic & Gel Nails 

Treat yourself to gorgeous nails  
in a welcoming, professional setting 

Services Offered: 
- Acrylic Nail Sets & Fills - Gel Nail Sets & Fills 

Please Note: No Pedicures 
Book Your Appointment Today! 

Call or Text (807) 620-7312
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PHONE:  767­3643 
countryman@tbaytel.net 

 

? Computer Repairs 
? Computer/Laptop Sales 
? Software/Hardware  
   Installations 
? Wireless/Network  
   Router Install 
? Hardware/Memory  
    Upgrades 
? Virus/Windows  
    Reload 
? Data Transfer 

 

995 Golf Links Rd.? Thunder Bay ? Ph. 344-0200 
 

www.dunrite.com

https://centralboiler.com/explore/how-it-works/

H&H IMPORTERS 

3879 Hwy 11/17 

hhimporters.ca 
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You Are Never Too Old To Have 

5 Pineview Road, Kakabeka Falls, Ontario, Canada P7K 0G8 
Phone: (807) 475-5779 Email: rural60@tbaytel.net  

Website: www.rural60plus.ca 

Rural 60 Plus will be going 
to summer hours of 
Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday from 10am to 
3pm for the months of July 
and August. 
 
There will be no Monday 
chair yoga, Games Day or 
Friendship Café for July 
and August. They will all 
resume again in the fall. 
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150 King George’s Park Drive     B-4785 Hwy 11/17 
(807) 939-2007                       (807) 577-2435 
 
 

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm               Mon-Fri 9am-6pm 
Sat 10am-2pm                     Sat 10am-4pm

Your Friendly Neighbourhood Pharmacies! 

TOP TEN  
MLS® AWARD 

WINNER  
For 30 Consecutive 

Years!
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"Learning Through Play,  
Exploration & Inquiry" 

Connect with other Families!  
 

  (for children 0-6 years) 
   

 Our Calendar of events can be viewed at:  
https://www.keyon.ca/en/Events/ViewEvents 

 

* EarlyON Child and Family Centre - 
Murillo 

(Pre-registration on KeyON is required) 
 

For more info. please:  
Email: ruralfrc@tbaytel.net or 

 Private FB message us or 
Call: 935-3009  

 

Play, sing, laugh and we will 
SEE YOU SOON!

Rural  
Family 
Centre

August “Crafternoons” 

August 4 – 6 Superhero Week  Craft – Superhero Bookmarks 
August 10 – 13 Getting Ready for THE FAIR Craft – featured crafts to enter 

in the fair 
August 17 – 20 Retro Days – wear your favourite clothes from the 70’s! 

Craft – pet rocks, sand art 
August 25 – 27 Saying “so long” to summer Craft – Looms 
 
August 31 – End of TD summer Reading 

Bring in the list of books you read and be entered in a draw! 

 
 

Exercise Classes  
11:30 
Free for all ages and 
abilities 
Tuesdays  - Bands 
Thursdays - Weights

Both branches closed August 3 – 
Civic Holiday! 

Visit us at the Murillo Fair August 14 – 16 

SUMMER 2026 
Event Schedule 

At Rosslyn Community Centre 
3405 Rosslyn Road 

KAKABEKA FALLS LEGION 
 
AUGUST 2026 Events 
 
Saturday Aug 1st Veteran's Drop-In
9 am 
Sunday Aug 9th Breakfast 8:30 
to 11 am 
Saturday Aug 15th RCL 100th 
Challenge runners only   

8K 10 am start 
Sunday Aug 16th Half Marathon  and  
8K 7 am start 
 

Friday, Aug 28th Dance with Quest
7 pm 
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LANDFILL SUMMER HOURS 
The Municipality of Oliver Paipoonge has two Landfill Sites that are available 
for use by residents and property owners only. Residents and property owners 
will be required to present their Landfill Punch Card and Landfill Site Access 
Card along with photo ID (driver's license) to the Landfill Site Attendant upon 
arrival in order to gain entrance to the Landfill Site. Access cards can be picked 
up at the Municipal Office during regular business hours. 

North Landfill (1 Spence Road) 
 

Summer Hours 
(April 1 ­ September 30) 
Tuesday 12:00pm ­ 8:00pm 
Saturday 9:00am ­ 5:00pm 

South Landfill (154 Barrie Drive) 
 

Summer Hours 
April 1 ­ September 30 
Wednesday 12:00pm ­ 8:00pm 
Saturday 9:00am ­ 5:00pm

Please make sure you are bringing the peach­coloured card  
(April­ June) as it’s a new quarter!

LANDFILL SUMMER HOURS Start APRIL 1, 2026!

 
 
 

  CHIEF’S    
  CORNER  

     by Sean Horan, Fire Chief
Chief’s Corner & Be Prepared-August 2026 

 
I have to keep this month’s Chief’s Corner and Be Prepared short and sweet given 
what is currently happening.  We have been facing unprecedented wildfires 
throughout our region and at our back door.  I have been involved with wildfires 
for over 36 years and have never seen the fire behavior that we witnessed during 
the middle of July.  Several communities have been threatened, and many are fac-
ing great loss throughout the region.  To those that have been impacted our hearts 
go out to you! 
 
I want to focus on being prepared to evacuate.  I have talked many times about 
72-hour kits, home escape plans and being prepared to evacuate.  Recent wildfires 
have shown how fast things can happen and how little time you may have to evac-
uate. 
 
Some key steps to prepare 

1) Create a household emergency plan covering evacuation routes, contact 
information for emergency services and a plan on how you are going to 
communicate with loved ones. 

2) Have a 72-hour emergency kit, which should include items such as some 
food and water, prescription medication, copies of important documenta-
tion and digital copies of photos that can’t be replaced. 

3) Stay informed about what is happening.  I do caution everybody about the 
information that sometimes comes through on social media.  Please make 
sure information is from official sources and it is current. 

 
If you haven’t done so yet, PLEASE sign up for Voyent Alert.  That will be the 
tool we use for mass notifications for evacuations and critical notices. 
 
If I ever give the order to evacuate, please do so without hesitation.  Grab your 
family members, your 72-hour kit and follow our instructions.  Our number one 
priority is human life.  We can’t do anything to fight fires until we know every-
body is out of harm’s way.  We need you need to do your part so that we can do 
ours. 
 
For more information please visit: 
Ontario.ca Emergency Preparedness Page 
 
 
As always, be safe, please be kind and remember- Preparedness is the best way 
to deal with an emergency! 
Sean Horan 
Fire Chief/CEMC 

The LRCA is excited to offer some great new amenities at Mills Block 
Conservation Area in Thunder Bay! Be sure to visit and check out the new 
AODA boardwalk and loop trail, washroom, parking lot, and all brand-new 
wayfinding signage.  
The LRCA has also created an exciting line of new merchandise, featuring 
icons for all ten of our Conservation Areas! This new Conservation Area-
specific merch includes t-shirts, patches, buttons, and stickers for each of 
our areas, as well as a limited number of exclusive hoodies and crew neck 
sweatshirts featuring the Mills Block logo. Additionally, we are now offer-
ing a new, authentic Nalgene brand narrow-mouth water bottle with includ-
ed sticker sheet to use as a Conservation Area passport! Visit www.lake-
headca.com/shop or visit us at our office to buy yours now!  
The LRCA has some great programs and workshops planned this fall, 
including a Fall Nature Hike on September 17, Fall Macro Photography 
Workshop on September 24, a Sunset Birding Workshop on October 8, and 
a Night Sky Photography Workshop on November 5. Pre-registration is 
required; visit lakeheadca.com/events for registration information. Thanks 
to the TD Friends of The Environment Foundation for sponsoring these 
workshops.  
We will also be hosting our Fall Migratory Birding Day on Saturday, 
October 3 at Mission Island Marsh from 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. with guest 

expert birder Brian Ratcliff. 
Thanks to OPG for 
Sponsoring this event.  
The third annual Little Trout 
Bay Fish Derby is being held 
on Saturday, August 22! 
Registration forms are avail-
able at the LRCA 
Administrative Office, 
Neebing Municipal Office, 
and D&R Sporting Goods. 
Registration closes on 
August 17. Visit the Events 
section on our website for 
the full rules and regulations.  
We are in the height of busy 
season at our Conservation 
Areas, and we would like to 
remind all visitors of the 
$5.00 per vehicle fee. Better 
yet, Explore Card Parking 
Passes permit day-use/park-

* Pruning * Removal  
Hydro Line Pruning & 

Clearing (Private Lines) * 
Tree Support Systems * 
Planting & Transplanting  

Contact Grant by 
phone @ 807-630-5359   

Find us on facebook @ Woods Miller Tree Works  
Find us on YouTube @ WOODS MILLER 

Tree Services 
(Year Round)

- Certified & Insured Tree Services 
- ISA Certified Arborist # ON-319592A 
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This month there will still be an abundance of berries available to 
freeze for the winter to turn into jams,pies and muffins.Not well 
known are hascap berries also known as honey berries ,one of 
the first berries of the season.So here is a recipe for hascap jam 
that needs no pectin,and has only three ingredients. 
Locally,Michael Gratz’s farm on Candy Mountain Road opposite 
the Oliver Creek Road turnoff offers later growing ,fresh,easy to 
pick hascaps and plenty of frozen packages available. 
Then ,next are two recipes from Jenny Mol’s kitchen that she says 
is a must to try with the rhubarb you still have fresh or frozen.They 
are both tried and true and delicious. Enjoy! 

6 cups fresh or frozen hascap berries , 6 cups sugar,  
3 tbsp. lemon juice 
First sterilize your canning jars and snap lids. 
Using a heavy bottomed pot,bring the 6 cups of hascaps to a boil 
over medium heat and at the same time crush the berries with a 
potato masher and stir constantly as the mixture starts to boil. 
Add the 6 cups of sugar and bring the mixture to a full boil.Again, 
stirring constantly to prevent the sugar from sticking.  
Continue at a low boil for 25 minutes or more until the jam reach-
es the GEL stage.220 degrees F. Jam reaches the gel stage when 
you put a small spoonful on a cold saucer and the jam firms up to 
touch. 
At the gel stage remove the pot from the heat and pour the jam 
into the sterilized jars.Wipe rims clean,add the snap lids and ring 
band.Set the jars on a towel to cool or hot water process for ten 
minutes.Make sure jars are tightly sealed. 

2 cups finely chopped rhubarb, fresh or frozen 
2 cups finely chopped yellow onion 
2 cups brown sugar - I prefer dark or Demerera 
1 cup white vinegar 
1 1/2 tsp salt 
1/2 tsp each cinnamon, allspice, cloves 
Dash pepper 
 
In saucepan, combine all ingredients and bring to a gentle boil. Stir fre-
quently and make sure it doesn’t burn. Let it cook down ‘til it’s the con-
sistency you like, it gets stiffer as it chills. I like mine pretty thick. Chill 
and store in fridge. Apparently this freezes well but mine never gets that 
far, I’m always giving it away. It’s great on crackers with cream cheese, 
as a condiment with steak or pork. I haven’t canned it either, this is not a 
recipe that was proofed for canning. 

 
 

This is a summer staple, particularly delicious on a hot day after haying 
or silage. A real thirst quencher. And just plain delicious. 
 
Ingredients - chopped rhubarb, 1 cinnamon stick, handful each pot or 
pearl barley,  raisins, currants, water, sugar or sweetener of your choice. 
Method: Get a good sized sauce pan, fill it just over half full with clean, 
chopped rhubarb pieces. Add the cinnamon stick, barley, raisins, cur-
rants and cover the rhubarb with a good inch of water. Quantities do not 
need to be precise. 
Bring to a gentle boil and simmer till the barley is soft. Remove from 
heat and allow to cool down enough for you to be able to taste to add 
sugar or other sweetener to your taste. Tart is great! 
 
Let the mixture chill and ladle into bowls for a quick cool down snack or 
dessert or whenever you need a pick me up. 
 
Many people I know from my childhood would add a pkg of red unsweet-
ened koolaid for colour - cherry or strawberry -( not a healthy additive). 
 
Jenny Mol 
Dodie LeGassick ,Slate River Women’s Institute 
 

Rhubarb Chutney

Chilled Rhubarb Soup

Hascap (Honeyberry) Jam

Slate  
River W.I.  

 
 
 

Submitted by  
 

        Dodie  
Legassick 

OLIVER PAIPOONGE HERITAGE PARK 
Annual Barn Quilt Competition 

Opens on Friday June 5, 2026 at noon 
Competition Closes on Saturday, September 12 at 3:00 p.m. 
Judging takes place on September 19 at 3:00 p.m. 
Prizes will be awarded for 1st, 2nd and 3rd places 
Judging will be based on: 
 Artistic design  
 Craftmanship 
 Creativity 
 Overall appearance  
Fee:  $100 
(includes entry for one, 4x4’ plywood, good one side) 
Entries accepted at the Heritage Park Train Station, 
3190 Hwy 61 at Gillespie Rd. 
For more information, please contact Jean Mayo at 
807 475 7424                          Opmuse2@tbaytel.net 

From the Curator’s Desk~ By Jean Mayo 
At the time of this writing, we are almost smothered in smoke causing us to make 
a difficult decision to cancel the annual Family Day event and even close for the 
whole weekend. We were just as disappointed as those who were looking forward 
to attending. We take comfort that we were not troubled with the wild fires them-
selves like some of our neighbouring municipalities were. We want to express our 
sincere thanks to the firefighters and EMS who worked so hard in the smoky brutal 
heat. 
Our Classic Days on July 4 & 5 this year was a great success! Not only was our 
attendance the highest ever, but the numbers of Classic Cars and Antique tractors 
increased as well. Everyone enjoyed the People’s Choice contest for favourite car 
and tractor. Also on display were model trains and ships, and for the first time, vin-
tage snowmobiles! Thank you to everyone who participated. 
We are now looking at August, and are excited to let you know that there are still 
some very interesting events coming up. For the first time at OPHP, we are hosting 
a Needle Felting Workshop by Earth Circle Celebrations on the evening of August 
13 at 6:30 to 8:30 pm. For the fee of $55, all materials will be provided.  
On August 29 & 30, OPHP will become a model train show place. Throughout the 
park, model trains will be on display. We will also be holding the kids portion of 
Family Day on Saturday August 29. Don’t miss this one! 
Looking ahead to September, on the 19th & 20th weekend, we are hosting a Fall 
Market. There are still some spots available so if you want to set up a table, contact 
Olivia at opheritagepark@gmail.com or 807 475 7424. In addition, September 
20th is our annual Celebrating Racing in Thunder Bay event. This event has grown 
the last couple of years and we expect a good turn out again this year. Come visit 
with friends and racers while viewing the displays at Russ’s Garage. The coffee is 
on! 
On our final weekend of the season, September 26 & 27, we reserve the Sunday 
to show our appreciation to our valued and dedicated volunteers. Please join us in 
celebrating the volunteers and our closing for the season. Music by the Road Worn 
Chaps! 
I want to thank our friend Jerry at AJ’s Trading Post for supplying deli sandwiches 
and delicious cookies for our special event days this summer. Always fresh, tasty 
food! 
A little teaser for you. On Oct 3 at 2pm we welcome back Peter Kelos to the 
Rosslyn Hall to present to you the ‘Great Oliver Paipoonge History Quiz’. Put 
your thinking caps on for this one! Bring your questions and prepare to learn about 
your municipality. Everyone is welcome. Admission is by donation. 
As you can see, Oliver Paipoonge Heritage Park is a hub of events of various types 
throughout the season. If you prefer a quiet afternoon of viewing, I invite you to 
visit us any Thursday to Sunday in July and August, or any Saturday or Sunday in 
September from noon to 4:30pm. Admission is $5, 12 and under free. Stop by and 
‘Take a Walk through the Past’! 

RURAL CUPBOARD FOOD BANK 

Neighbours Helping Neighbours 
Conmee Municipal Complex 

19 Holland Rd, Kakabeka Falls  P0T1W0  807-285-0836 

We sincerely thank all those  
that continue to support the food bank. 

Your donations enable the food bank to remain 
open 

Next Food Bank  
Wednesday, August 19, 2026 

Drive-Thru Pick-up

RURAL CUPBOARD FOODBANK  
 DROP OFF LOCATIONS 

Oliver Paipoonge: Murillo & Rosslyn Libraries (during open 
hours) 
Nolalu:  Hoppers Variety  
Gillies: Whitefish School (Sept to June) 
O'Connor:  O'Connor Municipal Office 
Neebing Neebing Municipal Building 

 

 Note:  Rural Cupboard Foodbank needs recyclable bags. 

 

A BIG THANK YOU to Kimm White and everyone who 
donated time, food and money at the Murillo Community 
Indoor Yard Sale.  
 
A BIG THANK YOU to our many volunteers who work 
behind the scenes at the food bank and are there on distrib-
ution day, the time they donate is greatly appreciated. 



Disclaimer: The Oliver Paipoonge News is made available for information purposes only.   
The Municipality of Oliver Paipoonge does not accept any responsibil ity for the accuracy of information, 
nor is it responsible for any expenses or damages incurred directly or indirectly resulting from the use of 
this information.  All information attained herein should be verified independently.  It is possible that the 
information contains errors or omissions and The Municipality of Oliver Paipoonge makes no representa-
tion to the contrary.  The material in this publication is not necessarily the opinion of the Corporation of 
The Municipality of Oliver Paipoonge, its employees, agents and officers.
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COUNCIL & STAFF 
Contact Information 

Office Located at 3250 Hwy 130, Rosslyn ON P7K 0B1

COUNCIL 
 

Lucy Kloosterhuis, Mayor  
mayor@oliverpaipoonge.on.ca  
807-473-5658 (office) 
 

Bernie Kamphof, Councillor  
councillorkamphof@oliverpaipoonge.on.ca 
807-935-3344 
 

Dan Calvert, Councillor  
councillorcalvert@oliverpaipoonge.on.ca 
807-620-7777 
 

Donna Peacock, Councillor 
councillorpeacock@oliverpaipoonge.on.ca 
807-627-7016 
 

Allan Vis, Councillor 
councillorvis@oliver-
paipoonge.on.ca 
807-935-2200 

HALL RENTALS  
Call the Municipal Office 807-935-2613

ADMINISTRATION 
Wayne Hanchard, CAO/Clerk 
cao-clerk@oliverpaipoonge.on.ca 
807-935-2614 
 

John MacGillivray, Treasurer/Deputy CAO 
treasurer@oliverpaipoonge.on.ca 
807-935-0258 
 

Chris Bowles, Director of Operations 
directorofoperations@oliverpaipoonge.on.ca 
807-935-8670 
 

Kerri Reid, Manager of Planning 
planning@oliverpaipoonge.on.ca 
807-935-3300 
 

Sean Horan, Fire Chief 
fire.chief@oliverpaipoonge.on.ca 
807-935-8674  Cell 807-628-4867  Cell 628-4867

RURAL BUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTORY
Community Baptist Church 
Corner of Oliver & Mud Lake Rds., Murillo  
Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Worship Service 11 a.m. 
Pastor Anthony Fiorito 
935-2514 (office) or 935-2563 (church ph. & fax) 
www.murillobaptist.blogspot.com 
 

First Christian Reformed Church 
Hwy 130 North at Cooper Rd. 
Church 807-939-1207 
Pastor – Matthew Guichelaar 905-518-4526 
Chair – Dan Breukelman 807-624-8052 
Clerk – Darin Guzzell 807-629-9393 
Sunday Service 10 a.m. 
 
The Village Church 
Available to rent for your special occations 
Phone 807-475-7424 or email opmuse2@tbay-
tel.net 
Oliver Paipoonge Heritage Park 
3190 Hwy. 61S @ Gillespie Rd. 
Slate River, Ont.  
 

Pinegrove United Church 
Hwy. 130 (between Arthur St. & Rosslyn Rd.) 
Sunday Service - 10:30 a.m. in-person or watch 
the livestream - Sundays at 10:30 am. 
Visit www.trinityunited.church/livestream/ 
Phone/Fax-939-1364 pinegrove@tbaytel.net 
www.pinegroveUC.org  

 
Redeemer Lutheran Church 
P.O.Box 179  Kakabeka Falls, on. P0T 1W0 
WORSHIP;  11:00am 
Ph. 807-473-9164  
email: redeemeracts@tbaytel.net 
 

Roman Catholic Churches 
St Benedict Church:  21 Boy Scout Road, 
Neebing, ON   P7L0C8 
Mass:  Every 3rd Sunday of the Month 
12:00 PM  Phone:  807 473 9722   
holyfamilythunderbay.ca 
Priest: Rev. Doug McClure 
 
Holy Family Church:  2055 Rosslyn Road   
Thunder Bay, ON P7K 1H7 
Mass:  Saturday 5:00 PM and Sunday 
10:00 AM  
Phone:  807 473 9722   
holyfamilythunderbay.ca 
Priest:  Rev. Doug McClure 
 
St Theresa Church:  10 Porter Street, 
Kakabeka Falls, ON  P7K 0H1 
Mass every Sunday at 12:30 PM    
holyfamilythunderbay.ca 
For info please contact:  
Parish Priest:  Rev. Doug McClure 
Phone:  807 473 9722  

Slate River Baptist Church 
Hwy. 130, 80 McCluskey Drive P7J 0A8 
10:00 AM Bible Study 
11:00 AM Sunday Worship Service 
1:15 PM Wednesday Prayer Meeting 
Pastor Rob Cain, 475-5140 
https://slateriverbaptist.church  
United Reformed Church of Thunder Bay 
#23 Hwy 130, Thunder Bay 939-1916 
Pastor: Rev. John Ysinga 623-4241 
Sun. Worship Times: 10:00 a.m. & 2:30 p.m. 
www.thunderbayurc.com 

COMPUTER REPAIRS 
SALES & SERVICE 

Bagdonas Consulting Service 
Computer service, setup, backup, restore 
tanasb@gmail.com   627-6656 
Dunrite! Services 
Leo Blekkenhorst 995 Golf Links Rd.Ph. 344-0200   Fax 
344-1156 www.dunrite.com sales@dunrite.com  
http://fb.me/DunriteServicesThunderBay 
See us for your all your computer needs 

CONCRETE PRODUCTS 
Miller Precast Limited 
58 Cooper Rd., Rosslyn 
Ph. 939-2655 www.millerprecast.ca 

DOG GROOMER 
Slate River Dog Grooming 
All breeds and sizes.  
HWY 61, Neebing.   
Find us on Facebook. 475-9629. 

ELECTRICAL 
5 Star Electric (Thunder Bay) Inc. 
Residential, Commercial & Industrial. New Builds, 
Upgrades to Existing. EV Chargers. Generlinks. 
807-475-7827  
1095 Roland Street, Unit 2 Thunder Bay, Ont. 
Email: inquiries@fivestarelectric.ca 
Message us on Facebook 
Electric M.D Thunder Bay Ltd. 
Delivering innovative electrical solutions with pro-
fessionalism, fast response times, and outstanding 
customer service for your residential, commercial & 
industrial needs. 
269 Cloud Lake Road, Neebing ON P7L0A8 
Owner & President: Matthew D. Sek  
807 632-7401 

EVENT RENTAL SITES 
Event Rental Site 
Oliver Paipoonge Heritage Park 
A great place to hold your next special event, photos, 
picnic, wedding, BBQ, etc. 
You plan it and we’ll host it! Call for rental fees or spe-
cial arrangements. Jean Mayo, Curator    
opmuse2@tbaytel.net  807 632 4628 

EXCAVATING 
Allens Enterprises Services Inc. 
PH: 626-6267 
dig1@tbaytel.net 
Pete’s Backhoe Service Ltd. 
52 Haniak Rd, Rosslyn 
Ph 939-1014, Email office@petesbackhoe.com 
Dump Trucks, Excavation, Lot Development 
FARMS & HAY/SLEIGH RIDES 

& PARTIES 
Gammondale Farm 
Gerry and Sue Gammond 
R.R.#3, McCluskey Dr., Thunder Bay 
807-475-5615 Farm  807-475-9609 Home 
farmfun@tbaytel.net www.gammondalefarm.com 

FEED & FERTILIZER 
Thunder Bay Co-op Farm Supplies 
Highway 61 & Boundary Dr. Phone 475-5190   
Fax 475-7420 ww.tbcoop.com 
Fertilizers, chemicals, building supplies, hardware, feed, poul-
try chicks, garden products 
Thunder Bay Feeds 
5221 Townline Road 
Phone 935-2921, Fax 935-2337 
Monday-Friday 9-6, Saturday 9-3 
Livestock & Pet Food, Fertilizer, Poultry Chicks, 
Fencing, Garden Supplies, Canada West, Muck, 
and Dryshod Boots 

FIREWOOD 
H&H Importers and Sales 
Firewood – dry birch cut and split 
3879 Hwy 11/17 939-1152 
hhimp@tbaytel.net 

FLOORING 
Kam Ridge Manufacturing 
Now selling hardwood, engineered, and vinyl 
laminate tile. 
New showroom-3933 Highway 11-17 
(807) 939-2524  sales@kamridge.ca 

GENERAL CONTRACTORS 
Allens Enterprises Services Inc. 
Excavating, Landscaping, Driveways, Dug Wells, Septic 
Systems 
dig1@tbaytel.net / Conventional/Waterloo 
PH: 626-6267 
Halow & Son Constructors Ltd. 
.-Bruce Halow Jr. 
22 Wing Rd. Rosslyn, ON P7K 0L2 
Phone:(807)939-2533 Cell:(807)939-1780ß 
Infrastructure, Environmental Remediation, 
Heavy Earth Moving, Highways 
Dave Buob Trucking Ltd. 
Lot Development, Septic Systems and Sand & 
Gravel 
577-1988 or davebuobtrucking@live.ca 
Pete’s Backhoe Service Ltd. 
52 Haniak Rd, Rosslyn 
Ph 939-1014, Email office@petesbackhoe.com 
Driveways, Lot Development, Gravel/Sand 
Makkinga Contractors 
570 Squier Place, Thunder Bay P7B 6M2 
Ph. 807-935-2792   Fax 807-935-2731 

GRAPHIC DESIGN 
Design House Publications 
Producing Quality Publications since 1988 
Chris Vaclav 628-7271 
designhouse@tbaytel.net 

GREENHOUSES/NURSERIES 
 

My Blooming Business Greenhouse 
and Pottery - mbbgreenhouse.com 
341 Hanna Rd, Phone: 474-3235 
Open Early May - June Call or check web-
site for current hours and info.  

HARDWARE 
Rosslyn Service Home Hardware 
3404 W. Rosslyn Rd., Rosslyn Village 939-2521 

TAX SERVICES 
Kelley's Tax Service 
West Oliver Lake Rd (807)622-7599 
info@kts.tax 

KITCHEN CABINETS 
Kam Ridge Manufacturing 
Now selling kitchen and vanity cabinets from 
Urban Effects and Cabinetsmith 
New showroom-3933 Highway 11-17 
(807) 939-2524  sales@kamridge.ca 

LAWN & GARDEN EQUIP.  
SALES & SERVICE 

Rosslyn Service Home Hardware 
Cub Cadet, TroyBilt, Mantis tillers, Echo 
3404 W. Rosslyn Rd., Rosslyn Village 939-2521 

METAL ROOFING 
Kam Ridge Manufacturing 
Selling Ideal Roofing's full line of sheet metal, 
steel shingles, and accessories 
New showroom-3933 Highway 11-17 
(807) 939-2524  sales@kamridge.ca 
Thunder Bay Co-op Farm Supplies 
Highway 61 & Boundary Dr. Phone 475-5190  Fax 
475-7420 www.tbcoop.com 
Largest stock of Ideal metal roofing  & sid-
ing in Northern Ontario 

POTTERY 
MBB Pottery  
Made by Karen Breukelman in Slate River with 
Slate River Clay  
- mbbpottery.ca, info@mbbpottery.ca 
Follow on Facebook and Instagram  
P0Ts2G0 Pottery Road Side Stand 
396 Nicholetts Rd. 
https://p0ts2g0.myshopify.com/ 

REAL ESTATE SALES 
Avista Realty Group Ltd. 
640 Beverly St. Thunder Bay 
Barb McEwen, Sales Rep. 
Selling Rural for 39 Years 
Cell 807-626-3860 Ph. 344-3232  

SENIORS HOUSING 
Pennock Village 
Hwy 130 near Arthur Street 
55+ Life Leasing Garden Homes 
More info: pennockvilliage.ca 

SEPTIC SYSTEMS INSTALLS 
Allens Enterprises Services Inc. 
Licensed Septic Systems Installer 
dig1@tbaytel.net / Conventional/Waterloo 
PH: 626-6267 
Dave Buob Trucking Ltd. 
Licensed designers and installers of conventional 
& advanced treatment septic systems  
577-1988 or davebuobtrucking@live.ca 

ALL TERRAIN VEHICLES 
Rosslyn Service Home Hardware 
Repairs to all makes: ATV, Snowmobiles, Tractors & 
equipment 
3404 W. Rosslyn Rd., Rosslyn Village 939-2521 

AUTO REPAIR 
 

Art's Auto 
Automotive repair and diagnostics 
All makes and models; Art Blekkenhorst 
935-2835; 4582 Oliver Road, Murillo 
Charlie’s Auto 
Automotive Service Technician, Charles Clair 
953 Candy Mountain Dr., 473-5456 708-5536 
Mirabellis Garage  
Automotive repairs and tire sales 
475 East Oliver Lake Road 
call or text John Mirabelli at 807-627-0784 
 

True North Tire & Auto 
Up-to-date fuel injection diagnostic & repairs & 
repairs to all makes & models 
20 Berini Drive, 473-4501 

BIRTHDAY PARTIES 
Laugh Out Loud with BoBo 
BoBo the Clown! Fabulous entertainment for 
birthday parties!  628 7271  
CARWASH AND LAUNDROMAT 
Odena / Inver 
Selfserve Carwash and Laundromat 
Open 7 days a week 
4741 Hwy 11/17, Kakabeka Falls 
807-475-4477  
CATERING, HALL RENTALS & 

MEETINGS 
Royal Canadian Legion Hall 
Kakabeka, 473-9122 
kakabekalegion@tbaytel.net 

CHEESE FARM 
Thunder Oak Cheese Farm 
611 Boundary Drive West 
Neebing, Ontario P7L 0C2 628-0175 

CHURCHES/ 
RELIGIOUS  ORGANIZATIONS 

Anglican Parish of West Thunder Bay Country Warmth in 
Christ! Incumbent: Rev. Jonathon Blanchard  939-1103  
St. James' Anglican Church  
(corner of John St. Rd. at Calvert Rd. in Murillo) 
Sunday Service at 11:00 am 
St. Mark's Anglican Church 
(5 St. Mark's Street, Rosslyn Village) 
Sunday Service & Sunday School at 9:30 am 
Facebook "Parish of West Thunder Bay" 
 

 

Pete’s Backhoe Service Ltd. 
52 Haniak Rd, Rosslyn 
Ph 939-1014, Email office@petesbackhoe.com 
Licensed Installers 

SMALL ENGINE REPAIR 
Ryans’ Small Engine Service 
The One Stop Repair Shop; all makes & models; 
better prices, better service; pick-up & delivery. 
Phone 807-472-4201 

TACK SHOP 
Thunder Bay Feeds & Greenhawk 
5221 Townline Road 
Phone 935-2921, Fax 935-2337 
Monday-Friday 9-6, Saturday 9-3 

TANKS 
Miller Precast Limited 
58 Cooper Rd., Rosslyn 
Ph. 939-2655 www.millerprecast.ca 
Rosslyn Service Home Hardware 
Equinox Polyethelene Septic Tanks & Water Tanks 
3404 W. Rosslyn Rd., Rosslyn Village 939-2521 

TEA 
Your Tea Needs 
Loose/bagged teas & accessories.  
Gift cards/ baskets and more.  
Find us at local markets! 
Contact: Grant & Eugema Ings (807) 768-0999 email: 
merchantonline@tbaytel.net  website: www.yourtea-
needs.com 

TIRES 
Mirabellis Garage  
Tire Sales, Repairs and Installations 
475 East Oliver Lake Road 
call or text John Mirabelli at 807-627-0784 
True North Tire and Auto 
Tyler Rubletz 
Owner and Operator 
TrueNorth Tire and Auto 
Kakabeka Falls, ON  807-473-4501 
TOURIST ATTRACTIONS 
Oliver Paipoonge Heritage Park 
RUSS’S GARAGE - A vast collection of  
vintage cars, race cars, pedal cars and  
memorabilia) and: 
THE DUKE HUNT MUSEUM (a collection of 
the history of Oliver Paipoonge residents,  
farming and businesses) and 
THE VILLAGE and BRILL BUSES 
Phone 807-475-7424 or email opmuse2@tbay-
tel.net 3190 Hwy. 61S @ Gillespie Rd. 
Slate River, Ont.  

TRACTORS 
Rosslyn Service Home Hardware 
Yanmar tractors, loaders, backhoes & implements 21 to 45 
HP, 807-939-2521  rosslyn@tbaytel.net 

TRUSSES 
Kam Ridge Manufacturing 
Commercial & Residential trusses, floor joists & 
LVL beams, prefab walls 
3933 Hwy. 11/17 W 939-2524 sales@kamridge.ca 

TUTORING 
PhD in musicology available for music lessons: 
guitar (beginner to advanced), piano (beginner), 
jazz improvisation, music history and theory. 
Tutoring also available for history, geography, 
English (literature, writing, grammar) & French. 
Professional writer & editor. Piano tuning. Call 
807-939-2765. 

WATER HAULING 
Tempelman Water Haulage 
Bulk water in stainless steel tanks for wells, hold-
ing tanks, swimming pools, skating rinks, resi-
dential & commercial. 767-9173, Mon.-Fri. 

WATER TREATMENT 
Brad’s Water Treatment  
Authorized Purifiner dealer for N.W.O., 
Water treatment specialists 577-0462 

WELL SERVICES/PUMPS                        
Allens Enterprises Services Inc. 
Dug Well Tech / Installation / Pumps  Septic / Well 
dig1@tbaytel.net PH: 626-6267 
Kershaw Well Services 
kershawwell@tbaytel.net Phone:  807-939-2166 

WINDOWS/DOORS 
Kam Ridge Manufacturing 
Now selling North Star Windows and Doors 
New showroom-3933 Highway 11-17 
(807) 939-2524  sales@kamridge.ca 

WOOD PELLETS 
H&H Importers and Sales 
Hardwood & Softwood Pellets  
3879 Hwy 11/17 939-1152 
hhimp@tbaytel.net

REMINDER: Burning permits are required all year. Charges will be laid if you burn without a permit. Daytime 
burning is allowed from Nov 1 to March 31.  Burning Permits available at: both libraries, LULUS, Rosslyn 

Service, Wildwoode Variety, Valley Store in Murillo and also online at www.oliverpaipoonge.ca. 
You are not allowed to dispose of used oil, paint at our landfill site. The Municipality is no longer accepting appliances that contain 
Freon. In order for these appliances to be accepted at the Landfill Sites, they must have the Freon removed by a Certified Refrigeration 
Specialist and tagged to indicate that they are Freon-free. Once the Freon is removed and the appliance is tagged, it can then be disposed 
of in the designated area at either Landfill Site without charge. 
You must present both your Landfill Access Card and Photo ID (driver’s license) to the Landfill Site Attendant upon arrival effective 
July 11, 2015….landfill sites are for residents only. Non profit event planners can submit an online request to have their event placed 
on our municipal calendar located on the website. Go to our website www.oliverpaipoonge.ca and click on the events calendar icon on 
the home page and from there click on the link “submit an event” for free advertising. Remember to RECYCLE – our sites are filling 
up with recyclable items. The Municipality is legislated to recycle, so please do your part!! We remind residents that charges can be laid 
in regards to insecure loads and garbage flying onto the roads. Please ensure your garbage is secured in your vehicle or trailer! 
Remember: You must have your pet under your control at all times. DOG TAGS are av available at Municipal Office, Wildwoode Variety on Hwy 102

Deadline for the September 2026 issue of The Oliver Paipoonge News is August 18 
(Early submissions are always VERY welcome!) 



NOTES FROM THE PAST 
By Marg Schweitzer, OPHP 

DOT DASH 
What do you think this pictures shows? 
Looks like a prehistoric circuit board, which 
it is, in its own context. If the article title 
doesn’t give it away, you’re seeing an electric 
telegraph machine, commonly called a Morse 
code transmitter. The method of communication we know as Morse is almost two 
hundred years old, and it is still in use today although few of us actually use it. 
The system of telegraphy refers to long-distance transmission of messages without 
physical transport (your smart phone!). Back in the day, emergency situations 
could take days or weeks to become widely known, resulting in much loss to 
human assets and infrastructure, not to mention lives. In Europe, Britain, Germany 
and France devised methods to get information disseminated quickly and accurate-
ly in the 1800’s. It became especially important in regards to rail transportation, to 
signal conflicts that could result in death when two trains were likely to collide, for 
example. 
Samuel Morse, an American, invented the system that we recognize, along with his 
assistant, Lewis Vail. The transmissions for English language words were not a 
good fit with non-English languages (because of diacritic marks or “accents”) and 
so International Morse Code was developed in order to lessen the potential for 
error and misunderstanding. You may have seen a Morse code machine used in old 
news reels and movies, with the operator hunched intently at his desk, tapping out 
the message and waiting for a reply.  Female operators were natural experts at the 
occupation with their smaller hands and excellent hearing. They were instrumental 
(excuse the pun) at Bletchley Park in England during the darkest days of WW II. 
One of their jobs was to intercept German U-boat transmissions during the Battle 
of the Atlantic. 
Once the system was recognized for its value, international cables were laid along 
the ocean floors, at great expense and with many challenges. Back then, messages 
were known as cables or wires, sometimes telegrams. Check back in your family 
history and photo albums, and you may find a printed out message saved there. It 
was expensive to send a cable and so they were used for generally only very impor-
tant news. In the late 1800’s, a telegram could cost $7.00, making it out of reach 
for many people. 
Over time, the telegraph system morphed into a wireless system, the precursor of 
modern radio. However, there are many who continue to share an interest and 
enjoyment in Morse; Thunder Bay has its own Lakehead Amateur Radio Club. 
Ham radio is still used around the world, and if you notice a large antenna on top 
of a private home or vehicle, odds are that it hosts a radio enthusiast.  
With the uncertainties of our world in terms of geo-political crises, natural disas-
ters, and events that can render electrical grids and towers unusable, continuous-
wave radio still steps in to fill the gap. Morse is used in aviation, the military, and 
shipping as a backup system. 
Oliver Paipoonge Heritage Park has a Morse code transmitter in the train station 
onsite, so be sure to see it when you come to visit.    https://www.britannca.com 


