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Slate River Women’s Institute Annual 
Strawberry Social  

WHEN: Thursday July 10, 2025 
TIME: 6:30-8:30 

WHERE: Kakabeka Legion 
4556 Hwy 11/17 
Kakabeka Falls 

COST: $10. For adults    
$6. For children 10 and under. 

*VARIOUS TABLES* 
White Elephant, Baking, Plants, Books and much more! 

Dirt Bikes and ORVs:  
the Laws and Risks 

by Wayne Hanchard, CAO, Clerk 
Recently there have been several reports of youths driving dirt bikes 
and/or off-road vehicles (ORVs) on municipal roads, sometimes at very 
high speeds and in a reckless manner.  There have also been reports of dirt 
bikes and ORVs on private and municipal property.  The Municipality 
wants you to know some facts about dirt bikes and ORVs. 
 
The road right-of-way extends from treeline to treeline or pole line to pole 
line.  It is generally 66 feet or 20 metres wide.  In built-up areas like 
Kakabeka Falls, Murillo and Rosslyn the road right-of-way is usually nar-
rower.  Under the Highway Traffic Act any motorized vehicle driving on 
a right-of-way must be registered (plated) and insured and the driver must 
be licensed.  Unless all these conditions are met, dirt bikes and ORVs are 
not allowed on the road right-of-way including the ditches. 
 
Also, dirt bikes and ORVs are not allowed on municipal property includ-
ing the Murillo and Kakabeka Ballfields and the grounds of the Rosslyn 
and Murillo Halls.  Permission of private property owners is necessary to 
operate dirt bikes and ORVs on their properties. 
 
In Oliver Paipoonge the maximum speed allowed for dirt bikes and ORVs 
where the speed limit is 50kmhr or less is 20kmhr.  Unfortunately, drivers 
are going much faster than permitted. 
 
Driving dirt bikes and ORVs in settled areas can be hazardous.  There is 
more traffic.  Site lines are shorter.  There are vehicles pulling out of dri-
veways.  There are more pedestrians and cyclists.  It is not a good location 
to be driving dirt bikes or ORVs, especially at higher speeds. 
 
Parents of children with dirt bikes and ORVs need to be aware of the rules 
and the risks of their operation.  In certain circumstances you can be held 
accountable for the actions of your child.  Inform your child.  If necessary, 
control or take away access to dirt bikes and ORVS.  Don’t let your child 
or someone else be an accident statistic. 

Thunder Bay Feeds 50th Anniversary Party on  
June 12. Owners past and present: Rick Breukelman, 
Gerry VanderWees, Tracy Reed, William VanderWees, 

Tyler Breukelman, Bruce VanderWees. 
More pictures of this great event in this issue!

Thunder Bay 
Therapeutic Riding 

Association for 
RIDERS/family and 

Volunteers  
Come see our 
new home at 

352 
Nicholetts Rd 

- Visions 
Farms  

and meet the  
horses. Everyone is 
welcome to attend. 

Updates on 
Facebook 
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Rosslyn Village Community Centre 
Sunday, July 27, 2025 ~ 1 to 4 pm 

Best Wishes Only ~ Cake and Coffee

Please Join Us to Celebrate 
DENNIS PERRIER & MARILYN VAILLANT’S 

90th!

BirthdaysBirthdays

TOP TEN  
MLS® AWARD 

WINNER  
For 30 Consecutive 

Years!

The Friends of Oliver Paipoonge Heritage Park greatfully accepted a donation of 
$3000.00 from the Ecole secondaire catholique de La Verendrye. Presenting the 
cheque was Joshua Murphy, teacher, to Jean Mayo, Curator. The school raised funds 
all fall and winter by selling 2025 Calendars featuring local classic cars that participat-
ed in a Car Show organized by the staff and students of the school.  
Pictured are: (L to R) Front Row: Jean Mayo, Joshua Murphy. Back row: Rod Spicer, 
Donna Peacock, Arlene Green, Norm Trewin, Evelyn Bilco and Paul DiGiacomo.  
 See pages 10 & 11 for OPHP news!



2025 Regular Council Meeting Schedule 
Subject to change
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SUMMER COUNCIL MEETING SCHEDULE

OAS News and Upcoming Events 
We are looking for Volunteers; young, not so young, and wise! You 
will be helping out help at entry gates, in the Exhibit Hall and 
around the 2025 Murillo Ag Fair. If you have a couple of hours to 
spare, your assistance would be greatly appreciated. Come meet 
your neighbors and catch up. Please respond to  
geoff.oas@gmail.com with volunteer in the subject and we will add 
you to the email notification of volunteer opportunities!     
July 1st: Canada Day Show and Shine 3pm to 7pm: Free entry 
for all visitors. $20 registration fee for all wheeled entries. Exhibitor 
access off Oliver Rd. Spectators access via Pole Line Road 
access.     
August 15th, 16th & 17th: Murillo Fair 2025 Entry book is near-
ing completion. We are aiming for July 1st for circulation and 
online access. There have been changes to classes! Kids, start 
working on your entries now! 
October 11th & 12th: Thunder Bay Renaissance Faire. A new 
event for the Society! 
See our website for more details  
https://oliveragriculturalsociety.com/ 

 
 
 

  CHIEF’S   
  CORNER  

by Sean Horan, Fire Chief

First, a BIG HAPPY BIRTHDAY CANADA!  Canada’s birthday is often 
filled with family and friends gathering around a campfire with plenty of 
food and drinks to keep everybody in happy spirits through out the day and 
early evening ending in a display of fireworks.  However good times can 
end in disaster if one is not careful.  If you are planning a gathering, please 
consider these items: 
1) Please have a designated driver, or better yet have a place for friends 

and family to spend the night to remove the temptation to drive home 
while under the influence. 

2) If you are planning to have a campfire, ensure you have a valid burning 
permit and you follow the conditions outlined on the permit.  Keep fires 
small and watch your small children around the fire, and ensure the fire 
is dead out before you retire for the evening. 

3) And finally, if you are having a fireworks display, ensure you have a 
fireworks permit.  Please ensure you have a competent person discharg-
ing the fireworks and be mindful of your neighbors and their pets. 

 
I would also like to talk a little bit about FireSmart.  FireSmart is all about 
protecting your home and property from wildfires.  So far, 2025 has been 
a very challenging fire season for much of Canada, with many communi-
ties impacted by Wildfire.  By implementing the principles of FireSmart 
you may reduce the negative impacts if your home is threatened by wild-
fire.  As a starting point there are several things you can do around your 
yard to reduce the intensity of a fire if it approaches your home.  Please 
review and consider the guidelines outlined in the FireSmart Fact Sheet for 
yards included in this month’s newsletter. 
 
If you are interested in helping out with the Oliver Paipoonge Fire and 
Emergency Services, whether it is as a fire fighter or helping out with non-
fire fighting activities, such as the RTC or fire prevention/public education 
activities, applications can be found on the website http://www.oliver-
paipoonge.ca/municipal-office/fire-emergency-services  Completed appli-
cations can be dropped off at the Municipal Office Attention: Sean Horan 
Fire Chief or you can email your application to fire.chief@oliver-
paipoonge.on.ca. I look forward to hearing from you! 
 
Be safe and remember 
-  
Prevention is the 
best way to fight 
fire! 
Sean Horan 
Fire Chief/CEMC 
 

Be Prepared
Late May and into June was a very challenging spring fire season for Oliver 
Paipoonge along with many other communities throughout Northern Ontario, 
Manitoba, Saskatchewan and British Columbia.  Spring fires are often very fast-
moving fires that very quickly exhaust emergency services.  Oliver Paipoonge is 
not and was not immune to these fast-moving fires, with several fires occurring 
within our boundaries and several occurring in surrounding areas and potentially 
threatening to enter Oliver Paipoonge.  Though we are through the spring fire haz-
ard, we are far from then end of the 2025 Wildfire Season.  So, what can you do 
to prepare for a potential wildfire threat? 
The first thing is to have an evacuation plan along with a disaster preparedness kit 
that you can grab and go in the event of a fast-moving wildfire.  Your kit should 
include essential items to get you through the first 72 hours along with important 
documentation such as insurance papers, copies of important pictures (on a flash 
drive), family and friend’s contact information and personal information records.  
Your grab bag should also include items such as medications, spare eyeglasses, 
food and water, spare clothing to name a few items. 
The second item you can do is to start implementing FireSmart principles, such 
as those outlined in the FireSmart Fact Sheet in this month’s newsletter.  The fire 
department will not be able to provide protection to every home that may be 
threatened by a wildfire at any given time.  It has been proven that by implement-
ing the FireSmart principles, you can dramatically improve the viability of your 
home surviving a wildfire.  
You never know where or when there is going to be an emergency.  Being pre-
pared is critical to safely navigate your way through an emergency or disaster. 
Stay safe and Be Prepared! 
Sean Horan  
Fire Chief/CEMC 

 The agenda will be posted by the Friday of the week before the week of the meet-
ing.  Council’s objective is to be open to our residents, hear their concerns, and 
use our time & your money constructively. Please pre-arrange your presentation 
with the C.A.O/Clerk or Deputy Clerk (807-935-2613) by the Tuesday prior to 
our council meetings.   
 
BY-LAWS/ RESOLUTIONS PASSED 
 
To accept the portion of the road allowance on Nicholetts Road;  Approval of 
Policy #01-36-01 Video Recording of Council & Committee of Adjustment 
Meetings;  To approve the agreement with Design House Publications for the pub-
lication of a monthly community newsletter; Recommending the agreement with 
SG McKinnon Logging Inc to lease a portion of the Murillo Hall, lower portion;  
With respect to Report 2025.117 the flying of the American flag at OPHP be 
approved;  Supporting the advertising in the program booklet for the Rural 
Heritage Days;  Granting permission to place aluminum can collection containers 
at the Kakabeka Falls Baseball Field for the upcoming baseball season;   
Submitted by Mayor Lucy                                                                     

 

? Computer Repairs 
? Computer/Laptop Sales 
? Software/Hardware  
   Installations 
? Wireless/Network  
   Router Install 
? Hardware/Memory  
    Upgrades 
? Virus/Windows  
    Reload 
? Data Transfer 

 

995 Golf Links Rd.? Thunder Bay ? Ph. 344-0200 
 

www.dunrite.com
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SKAARUP CONTRACTING 
 
 

General Contracting 
New Builds, Home Improvement 

Framing, Exterior Finishing, Additions,  
Decks, Garages, Concrete Footings & Slabs 

Stairs, Windows, Doors 
 

~ Over 20 Years Experience ~ 
 
 

skaarupcontracting.com    807-633-0186

SKAARUP CONTRACTING

North Landfill (1 Spence Road) 
 

Summer Hours 
(April 1st ­ September 30th) 
Tuesday 12:00pm ­ 8:00pm 
Saturday 9:00am ­ 5:00pm 
 
Winter Hours 
(October 1st ­ March 31st) 
Tuesday 12:00pm ­ 5:00pm 
Saturday 9:00am ­ 5:00pm

South Landfill (154 Barrie Drive) 
 

Summer Hours 
(April 1st ­ September 30th) 
Wednesday 12:00pm ­ 8:00pm 
Saturday 9:00am ­ 5:00pm 
 
Winter Hours 
(October 1st ­ March 31st) 
Wednesday 12:00pm ­ 5:00pm 
Saturday 9:00am ­ 5:00pm

LANDFILL SUMMER HOURS 
The Municipality of Oliver Paipoonge has two Landfill Sites that are available 
for use by residents and property owners only. Residents and property owners 
will be required to present their Landfill Punch Card and Landfill Site Access 
Card along with photo ID (driver's license) to the Landfill Site Attendant upon 
arrival in order to gain entrance to the Landfill Site. Access cards can be picked 
up at the Municipal Office during regular business hours. 

Hours of Operation 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please Note: Municipal Landfill Sites are closed on ALL Statutory Holidays 

"Learning Through Play,  
Exploration & Inquiry" 

Connect with other Families!  
 

  (for children 0-6 years) 
   

 Our Calendar of events can be viewed at:  
https://www.keyon.ca/en/Events/ViewEvents 

 

* EarlyON Child and Family Centre - 
Murillo 

(Pre-registration on KeyON is required) 
 

For more info. please:  
Email: ruralfrc@tbaytel.net or 

 Private FB message us or 
Call: 935-3009  

 

Play, sing, laugh and we will 
SEE YOU SOON!

Rural  
Family 
Centre
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STEVE JAMES 
 

SALES REPRESENTATIVE 
STEVE_JAMES@SHAW.CA 

ONTARIOLAND.NET 
+1(807)626-6775

®

You’re invited to a public open house at 
the LRCA Administrative Office on July 
16 from 3:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. to learn 
about the Lakehead Coastal Resilience 
Management Plan Project! Curious 
about how coastal natural hazards and 
climate change are shaping your life 
along the Lake Superior Coastline now 
and in the future? Come meet the team, 
share your voice for a climate resilient 
future, and co-develop adaptive solu-
tions to protect our coastline. Drop in 
any time during the event, view informa-
tive displays, engage in one-on-one dis-
cussions with Project Team Members, 
and complete the project survey to share 
your feedback. Visit www.lakehead-
resilience.ca to fill out the survey and to 
REGISTER for the Open House; ques-
tions/comments may be directed to 
Melissa Haresign, Project Manager and 
Lead Water Resources Engineer at 
mharesign@kgsgroup.com. .    
Registration for our Watershed 
Explorers Programs are up and running 
on our webstore. Space is limited and 
pre-registration is required. A non-
refundable, $5.00 registration fee is 
required to book your spot. We will also 
be hosting a flintknapping workshop as 
part of our Archaeology program on 
October 2 (this program has a $15 fee).  
Visit our webstore at www.store.lake-
headca.com to pre-register. Funding for 
these programs is generously provided 
by the TD Friends of the Environment 
Fund.   
Coming up on Saturday, July 26 is Silver 
Harbour Day from 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 
p.m. at Silver Harbour Conservation 
Area, in partnership with the 
Municipality of Shuniah. Staff are busy 
planning the event, which is sure to be an 

awesome day! Also returning this 
August in the second annual Little Trout 
Bay Fishing Derby in partnership with 
the Municipality of Neebing. The event 
is being held on Saturday, August 23. 
More details and registration informa-
tion is coming soon!  
Keep an eye out for Cyanobacteria (aka 
Blue-green Algae) this summer! 
Cyanobacteria are microscopic plant-
like organisms that can produce toxic 
blooms that are harmful to both human 
and animal health. Think you spotted a 
Cyanobacteria Bloom? Report it to the 
Spills Action Center at 1-800-268-6060 
or www.report-pollution.ene.gov.on.ca  
The LRCA is on the lookout for invasive 
Phragmites! Invasive Phragmites is a 
perennial grass that creates dense mono-
cultures, negatively impacting wetlands 
and local biodiversity. Learn more about 
how to identify this plant by visiting our 
website or Facebook. If you encounter 
this species, please let us know by email-
ing the LRCA at stewardship@lakehead-
ca.com. 
The 2025 Explore Card Parking Pass is a 
great way to show your support for the 
LRCA! Explore Card Parking Passes 
permit day-use/parking at our ten 
Conservation Areas for one calendar 
year. Visit as often as you like. Enjoy one 
calendar year of recreation activities, 
such as boating, fishing, hiking and more 
at our seasonal and year-round 
Conservation Areas for the low price of 
$40.00 +HST. It’s convenient for fre-
quent users, and a great gift idea! All 
Explore Card revenue goes directly 
towards the upkeep and maintenance of 
our Conservation Areas.   
Get out and Explore!   

RURAL CUPBOARD FOOD BANK 
Neighbours Helping Neighbours 
Conmee Municipal Complex 

19 Holland Rd, Kakabeka Falls  
P0T1W0 

807-285-0836 
We sincerely thank all those that  

continue to support us.  
Your donations enable the food 

bank to remain open 
Next Food Bank  

Wednesday July 16!   
Registration 9 am to 11 am 

RURAL CUPBOARD FOODBANK  DROP OFF LOCATIONS 
 
Oliver Paipoonge: Murillo & Rosslyn Libraries (during open hours) 
Nolalu:  Hoppers Variety  
Gillies: Whitefish School (Sept to June) 
O'Connor:  O'Connor Municipal Office 
Neebing Neebing Municipal Building 
Neebing Neebing Municipal Building 

Note:  Rural Cupboard Foodbank needs recyclable bags. 

Rural Cupboard Food Bank 
 
A BIG THANK YOU to Jodi Von-Dow of the O.P.P for volunteering 
to pick up from our new drop off locations, Murillo and Rosslyn 
Libraries. 
A BIG THANK YOU to everyone who attended the Rural Cupboard 
Food Banks 25th Anniversary appreciation dinner and dance. 
Thank you to the Kakabeka Legion for a wonderful dinner. 
A BIG THANK YOU to Lorna Krieg and family for all the time and 
effort devoted to the appreciation dinner and dance.  
It was a wonderful evening and the decorations were beautiful. 

$1000
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RURAL BUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTORY
ELECTRICAL 

5 Star Electric (Thunder Bay) Inc. 
Residential, Commercial & Industrial. 
New Builds, Upgrades to Existing. 
EV Chargers. Solar Systems & Generlinks. 
807-475-7827 
Email: inquiries@fivestarelectric.ca 
Message us on Facebook 

EVENT RENTAL SITES 
Event Rental Site 
Oliver Paipoonge Heritage Park 
A great place to hold your next special event, pho-
tos, picnic, wedding, BBQ, etc. 
You plan it and we’ll host it! Call for rental fees or 
special arrangements. 
Jean Mayo, Curator   opmuse2@tbaytel.net 
807 632 4628 

EXCAVATING &  
EQUIPMENT RENTALS 

Allens Enterprises Services Inc. 
PH: 626-6267 
dig1@tbaytel.net 
Pete’s Backhoe Service Ltd. 
52 Haniak Rd, Rosslyn 
Ph 939-1014, Email office@petesbackhoe.com 
Dump Trucks, Excavation, Lot Development 
 
FARMS & HAY/SLEIGH RIDES 

& PARTIES 
Gammondale Farm 
Gerry and Sue Gammond 
R.R.#3, McCluskey Dr., Thunder Bay 
475-5615 Farm  475-9609 Home 
farmfun@tbaytel.net www.gammondalefarm.com 

FEED & FERTILIZER 
Thunder Bay Co-op Farm Supplies 
Highway 61 & Boundary Dr. Phone 475-5190   
Fax 475-7420 ww.tbcoop.com 
Fertilizers, chemicals, building supplies, hardware, feed, 
poultry chicks, garden products 
Thunder Bay Feeds 
5221 Townline Road 
Phone 935-2921, Fax 935-2337 
Monday-Friday 9-6, Saturday 9-3 
Livestock & Pet Food, Fertilizer, Poultry 
Chicks, Fencing, Garden Supplies, Canada 
West, Muck, and Dryshod Boots 

FIREWOOD 
H&H Importers and Sales 
Firewood – dry birch cut and split 
3879 Hwy 11/17 939-1152 
hhimp@tbaytel.net 

FLOORING 
Kam Ridge Manufacturing 
Now selling hardwood, engineered, and vinyl 
laminate tile. 
New showroom-3933 Highway 11-17 
(807) 939-2524  sales@kamridge.ca 

GENERAL CONTRACTORS 
Allens Enterprises Services Inc. 
Excavating, Landscaping, Driveways, Dug Wells, 
Septic Systems 
dig1@tbaytel.net / Conventional/Waterloo 
PH: 626-6267 
BJ Halow & Sons Contractors 
22 Wing Road, Rosslyn 
939-2533/473-9021/ 
Bruce D. Halow 935-2730 
Dave Buob Trucking Ltd. 
Lot Development, Septic Systems and Sand 
& Gravel 
577-1988 or davebuobtrucking@live.ca 
Pete’s Backhoe Service Ltd. 
52 Haniak Rd, Rosslyn 
Ph 939-1014, Email office@petesbackhoe.com 
Driveways, Lot Development, Gravel/Sand 
Makkinga Contractors 
570 Squier Place, Thunder Bay P7B 6M2 
Ph. 935-2792   Fax 935-2731 

GRAPHIC DESIGN 
Design House Publications 
Producing Quality Publications since 1988 
Chris Vaclav 628-7271 
designhouse@tbaytel.net 

GREENHOUSES/NURSERIES 
 

My Blooming Business Greenhouse 
and Pottery - mbbgreenhouse.com 
341 Hanna Rd, Phone: 474-3235 
Open Early May - June Call or check 
website for current hours and info.  

HARDWARE 
Rosslyn Service Home Hardware 
3404 W. Rosslyn Rd., Rosslyn Village 939-2521 

INCOME TAX PREPARATION 
Kelley's Tax Service 
West Oliver Lake Rd 
(807) 622-7599 kelleystaxservice@gmail.com 

KITCHEN CABINETS 
Kam Ridge Manufacturing 
Now selling kitchen and vanity cabinets from 
Urban Effects and Cabinetsmith 
New showroom-3933 Highway 11-17 
(807) 939-2524  sales@kamridge.ca 

LAWN & GARDEN EQUIP.  
SALES & SERVICE 

Rosslyn Service Home Hardware 
Cub Cadet, TroyBilt, Mantis tillers, Echo 
3404 W. Rosslyn Rd., Rosslyn Village 939-2521 

METAL ROOFING 
Kam Ridge Manufacturing 
Selling Ideal Roofing's full line of sheet 
metal, steel shingles, and accessories 
New showroom-3933 Highway 11-17 
(807) 939-2524  sales@kamridge.ca 

Thunder Bay Co-op Farm Supplies 
Highway 61 & Boundary Dr. Phone 475-5190  Fax 
475-7420 www.tbcoop.com 
Largest stock of Ideal metal roofing  & 
siding in Northern Ontario 

POTTERY 
P0Ts2G0 Pottery Road Side Stand 
396 Nicholetts Rd. 
https://p0ts2g0.myshopify.com/ 

REAL ESTATE SALES 
Avista Realty Group Ltd. 
640 Beverly St. Thunder Bay 
Barb McEwen, Sales Rep. 
Selling Rural for 39 Years 
Cell 807-626-3860 Ph. 344-3232  
Kelsey Belluz, Broker at Re/Max 
Generations  
Fourteen years helping clients buy & sell 
rural properties! Call or email me at 
807.472.9292 or kelsey@belluz.comΔΔ 

ROOFING & RENOVATIONS 
Dykstra Knight Roofing & Renovations 
Box 86, Kakabeka Falls Ph. 577-3597 
Asphalt & wood shingles, cedar shakes, metal roofs,  
flat roofs, siding, soffit, facia & eavestrough 

SENIORS HOUSING 
Pennock Village 
Hwy 130 near Arthur Street  
55+ Life Leasing Garden Homes COMING SOON 
More info: www.pennockvillage.ca // Facebook & Instagram 

SEPTIC SYSTEMS INSTALLS 
Allens Enterprises Services Inc. 
Licensed Septic Systems Installer 
dig1@tbaytel.net / Conventional/Waterloo 
PH: 626-6267 
Dave Buob Trucking Ltd. 
Licensed designers and installers of conven-
tional & advanced treatment septic systems  
577-1988 or davebuobtrucking@live.ca 
Pete’s Backhoe Service Ltd. 
52 Haniak Rd, Rosslyn 
Ph 939-1014, Email office@petesbackhoe.com 
Licensed Installers 

SMALL ENGINE REPAIR 
Ryans’ Small Engine Service 
The One Stop Repair Shop; all makes & 
models; better prices, better service; pick-up 
& delivery. Phone 472-4201 

SNOW PLOWING 
Simpson Snow Plowing 
Residential & Light Commerncial  
Snow Plowing and Removal 
807-630-7260 
 

TACK SHOP 
Greenhawk-Thunder Bay Feeds 
5221 Townline Road 
Phone 935-2921, Fax 935-2337 
Monday-Friday 9-6, Saturday 9-3 

TANKS 
Miller Precast Limited 
58 Cooper Rd., Rosslyn 
Ph. 939-2655 www.millerprecast.ca 
Rosslyn Service Home Hardware 
Equinox Polyethelene Septic Tanks & Water Tanks 
3404 W. Rosslyn Rd., Rosslyn Village 939-2521 

TEA 
Your Tea Needs 
Loose/bagged teas & accessories.  
Gift cards/ baskets and more.  
Find us at local markets! 
Contact: Grant & Eugema Ings (807) 768-0999 
email: merchantonline@tbaytel.net  website: 
www.yourteaneeds.com 
TIRES 
Mirabellis Garage  
Tire Sales, Repairs and Installations 
475 East Oliver Lake Road 
call or text John Mirabelli at 807-627-0784 
TOURIST ATTRACTIONS 
Oliver Paipoonge Heritage Park 
RUSS’S GARAGE - A vast collection of  
vintage cars, race cars, pedal cars and  
memorabilia) and: 
THE DUKE HUNT MUSEUM (a collection of 
the history of Oliver Paipoonge residents,  
farming and businesses) and 
THE VILLAGE and 
BRILL BUSES 
Phone 807-475-7424 or email 
opmuse2@tbaytel.net 
3190 Hwy. 61S @ Gillespie Rd. 
Slate River, Ont.  

TRACTORS 
Rosslyn Service Home Hardware 
Yanmar tractors, loaders, backhoes & implements 21 
to 45 HP, 807-939-2521  rosslyn@tbaytel.net 

TRUCK.CAR STOP & RESTAURANT 
Santorelli’s 24 Hr. Husky Truck Stop 
3131 West Arthur Street 
(near Twin City Crossroads) 
Gas Bar:939-2619/Fax:939-2060/Office:939-2572 

TRUSSES 
Kam Ridge Manufacturing 
Commercial & Residential trusses, floor 
joists & LVL beams, prefab walls 
3933 Hwy. 11/17 W 939-2524 
sales@kamridge.ca 

WATER HAULING 
Tempelman Water Haulage 
Bulk water in stainless steel tanks for wells, 
holding tanks, swimming pools, skating rinks, 
residential & commercial. 
767-9173, Mon.-Fri. 

WATER TREATMENT 
Brad’s Water Treatment  
Authorized Purifiner dealer for N.W.O., 
Water treatment specialists 577-0462 

WELL SERVICES/PUMPS                                                                           
Allens Enterprises Services Inc. 
Dug Well Tech / Installation / Pumps  Septic / Well 
dig1@tbaytel.net 
PH: 626-6267 
Kershaw Well Services 
www.kershawwellservices.ca 
Phone 939-2166 Fax 939-2167 

ALL TERRAIN VEHICLES 
Rosslyn Service Home Hardware 
Repairs to all makes: ATV, Snowmobiles, Tractors 
& equipment 
3404 W. Rosslyn Rd., Rosslyn Village 939-2521 

AUTO REPAIR 
 

Art's Auto 
Automotive repair and diagnostics 
All makes and models; Art Blekkenhorst 
935-2835; 4582 Oliver Road, Murillo 
Charlie’s Auto 
Automotive Service Technician, Charles Clair 
953 Candy Mountain Dr., 473-5456 708-5536 
Mirabellis Garage  
Automotive repairs and tire sales 
475 East Oliver Lake Road 
call or text John Mirabelli at 807-627-0784 
 

True North Tire & Auto 
Up-to-date fuel injection diagnostic & repairs 
& repairs to all makes & models 
20 Berini Drive, 473-4501 

BIRTHDAY PARTIES 
Laugh Out Loud with BoBo 
BoBo the Clown! Fabulous entertainment for 
birthday parties! 
628 7271   
CATERING, HALL RENTALS & 

MEETINGS 
Royal Canadian Legion Hall 
Kakabeka, 473-9122 
kakabekalegion@tbaytel.net 

CHEESE FARM 
Thunder Oak Cheese Farm 
611 Boundary Drive West 
Neebing, Ontario P7L 0C2 628-0175 

CHURCHES/ 
RELIGIOUS  ORGANIZATIONS 

Anglican Parish of West Thunder Bay Country Warmth in 
Christ! Incumbent: Rev. Jonathon Blanchard  939-1103  
St. James' Anglican Church  
(corner of John St. Rd. at Calvert Rd. in Murillo) 
Sunday Service at 11:00 am 
St. Mark's Anglican Church 
(5 St. Mark's Street, Rosslyn Village) 
Sunday Service & Sunday School at 9:30 am 
Facebook "Parish of West Thunder Bay" 
 

 

Community Baptist Church 
Cnr. of Oliver & Mud Lake Rds., Murillo  
Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Worship Service 11 a.m. 
Pastor Anthony Fiorito 
935-2514 (office) or 935-2563 (church ph. & fax) 
www.murillobaptist.blogspot.com 
 

First Christian Reformed Church 
Hwy 130 North at Cooper Rd. 
Church 939-1207 
Pastor – Matthew Guichelaar 905-518-4526 
 
Chair – Dan Breukelman 624-8052 
Clerk – Joyce Vis 630-4632 
Sunday Service 10 a.m. 
 
The Village Church 
Available to rent for your special occations 
Phone 807-475-7424 or email 
opmuse2@tbaytel.net 
Oliver Paipoonge Heritage Park 
3190 Hwy. 61S @ Gillespie Rd. 
Slate River, Ont.  
 

Pinegrove United Church 
Hwy. 130 (between Arthur St. & Rosslyn Rd.) 
Sunday Service - 10:30 a.m. in-person or 
watch the livestream - Sundays at 10:30 am. 
Visit www.trinityunited.church/livestream/ 
Phone/Fax-939-1364 pinegrove@tbaytel.net 
www.pinegroveUC.org  

 
Redeemer Lutheran Church 
P.O.Box 179  Kakabeka Falls, on. P0T 1W0 
WORSHIP;  11:00am 
Ph. 807-473-9164  
email: redeemeracts@tbaytel.net 
 

Roman Catholic Churches 
St. Augustine* & St. Theresa+ 
c/o 5045 Townline Rd. Murillo Tel. 935-2898 
Mass Schedule: *Tues-Fri. 6.00pm, *Sat. 
5.00pm (winter), *Sun. 9.00am, +Sun. 11.00am 
Slate River Baptist Church 
Hwy. 130, 80 McCluskey Drive P7J 0A8 
10:00am Adult Bible Study  
11:00am  Morning Family Worship 
11:30am Jr. & Sr. Children’s Church 
Pastor Rob Cain, 475-5140  
United Reformed Church of Thunder Bay 
#23 Hwy 130, Thunder Bay 939-1916 
Pastor: Rev. John Ysinga 623-4241 
Sun. Worship Times: 10:00 a.m. & 2:30 p.m. 
www.thunderbayurc.com 

COMPUTER REPAIRS 
SALES & SERVICE 

Bagdonas Consulting Service 
Computer service, setup, backup, restore 
tanasb@gmail.com   627-6656 
Dunrite! Services 
Leo Blekkenhorst 995 Golf Links Rd.Ph. 344-0200   
Fax 344-1156 www.dunrite.com sales@dunrite.com  
http://fb.me/DunriteServicesThunderBay 
See us for your all your computer needs 

CONCRETE PRODUCTS 
Miller Precast Limited 
58 Cooper Rd., Rosslyn 
Ph. 939-2655 www.millerprecast.ca 

DOG GROOMER 
Slate River Dog Grooming 
All breeds and sizes.  
HWY 61, Neebing.   
Find us on Facebook. 475-9629. 

WINDOWS/DOORS 
Kam Ridge Manufacturing 
Now selling North Star Windows and Doors 
New showroom-3933 Highway 11-17 
(807) 939-2524  sales@kamridge.ca 

WOOD PELLETS 
H&H Importers and Sales 
Hardwood & Softwood Pellets  
3879 Hwy 11/17 939-1152 
hhimp@tbaytel.net

 

COUNCIL & STAFF 
Contact Information 

Office Located at 3250 Hwy 130, Rosslyn ON P7K 0B1

COUNCIL 
 

Lucy Kloosterhuis, Mayor  
mayor@oliverpaipoonge.on.ca  
807-473-5658 (office) 
 

Bernie Kamphof, Councillor  
councillorkamphof@oliverpaipoonge.on.ca 
807-935-3344 
 

Dan Calvert, Councillor  
councillorcalvert@oliverpaipoonge.on.ca 
807-620-7777 
 

Donna Peacock, Councillor 
councillorpeacock@oliverpaipoonge.on.ca 
807-627-7016 
 

Allan Vis, Councillor 
councillorvis@oliverpaipoonge.on.ca 
807-935-2200 

HALL RENTALS  
Call the Municipal Office 807-935-2613

 

ADMINISTRATION 
Wayne Hanchard, CAO/Clerk 
cao-clerk@oliverpaipoonge.on.ca 
807-935-2614 
 

John MacGillivray, Treasurer/Deputy CAO 
treasurer@oliverpaipoonge.on.ca 
807-935-0258 
 

Chris Bowles, Director of Operations 
directorofoperations@oliverpaipoonge.on.ca 
807-935-8670 
 

Kerri Reid, Manager of Planning 
planning@oliverpaipoonge.on.ca 
807-935-3300 
 

Sean Horan, Fire Chief 
fire.chief@oliverpaipoonge.on.ca 
807-935-8674  Cell 807-628-4867 

REMINDER: Burning permits are required all year. Charges 
will be laid if you burn without a permit. Daytime burning is 

allowed from Nov 1 to March 31.  Burning Permits available at: 
both libraries, LULUS, Rosslyn Service, Wildwoode Variety, 

Valley Store in Murillo and also online at 
www.oliverpaipoonge.ca. 

You are not allowed to dispose of used oil, paint at our landfill site. The Municipality is no longer 
accepting appliances that contain Freon. In order for these appliances to be accepted at the Landfill 
Sites, they must have the Freon removed by a Certified Refrigeration Specialist and tagged to indi-
cate that they are Freon-free. Once the Freon is removed and the appliance is tagged, it can then be 
disposed of in the designated area at either Landfill Site without charge. 
You must present both your Landfill Access Card and Photo ID (driver’s license) to the Landfill Site 
Attendant upon arrival effective July 11, 2015….landfill sites are for residents only. Non profit event 
planners can submit an online request to have their event placed on our municipal calendar located 
on the website. Go to our website www.oliverpaipoonge.ca and click on the events calendar icon on 
the home page and from there click on the link “submit an event” for free advertising. Remember to 
RECYCLE – our sites are filling up with recyclable items. The Municipality is legislated to recycle, 
so please do your part!! We remind residents that charges can be laid in regards to insecure loads and 
garbage flying onto the roads. Please ensure your garbage is secured in your vehicle or trailer! 
Remember: You must have your pet under your control at all times. DOG TAGS are av available at Municipal 
Office, Wildwoode Variety on Hwy 102

Deadline for AUGUST’S Oliver Paipoonge News  
is JULY 17!! 

designhouse@tbaytel.net  Chris Vaclav 807­628­7271 

NEW deadline! July 17!
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150 King George’s Park Drive     B-4785 Hwy 11/17 
(807) 939-2007                       (807) 577-2435 
 
 

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm               Mon-Fri 9am-6pm 
Sat 10am-2pm                     Sat 10am-4pm

Your Friendly Neighbourhood Pharmacies! 

Summer!Summer!Summer! 
Makes the World Go Round!!!



MURILLO MINOR ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION 
2025 SPRING SOFTBALL LEAGUE UPDATE 

Hello Everyone! The 2025 Murillo Minor Athletic Association (MMAA) spring 
softball league will all be over by the time you read this article. We had 430 local 
youth registered to play across five divisions: T-Ball - 8 teams; 3-Pitch - 8 teams; 
Atom - 6 teams; PeeWee - 6 teams; and Bantam - 4 teams.  
The MMAA softball league is volunteer-based and focused on FUN, FRIEND-
SHIP and FITNESS! A softball glove is all a player needs – all other equipment is 
supplied.  Our season end Tournament and BBQ Day was held on Saturday June 
21st. Stay tuned for all the results in the August newsletter. 
THANK YOU TO THE 2025 LEAGUE SPONSORS, SUPPORTERS & VOLUN-
TEERS 
We would like to thank the long list of local area businesses for team sponsorships 
and financial support: 
 
Art’s Auto, Bay Power, Brule Creek Farms, BTG Contracting, Crystal Beach 
Resort, Delta Earthworks, Donatis Brothers, dp Diamond Blades, First Aid 4 Pawz, 
Greenmantle Forest, Haveman Brothers Forestry Services, Horizon Northwest 
Financial 
Impact Promotions, Kam Ridge Manufacturing, LH North, Maw ‘n Pawz, Miller 
Precast, Motorcycle Safety Training Organization - NWO, North Winds Farm, 
Sarjeant Propane, S.G. McKinnon Logging, Silvaggio Fine Homes Construction, 
Silver Foam Consulting, SISU Mechanical, STAKD Birch, Stanley Hill Bison, 
Turnkey Communications, Uniform Pros, Vanderwees Farms, Wayne’s Auto 
Service  
The MMAA would also like to thank the 
Northwoods League and the Thunder Bay Border 
Cats for their generous donation of softball equip-
ment through their Share the Glove Program. 
Thank you to the Municipality of Oliver-
Paipoonge for the ongoing support to the MMAA 
League and maintenance of recreation facilities. 
Finally, with all these teams, we couldn’t possibly 
manage without the over 95 volunteer coaches! 
Thank you! 
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Please contact us 
by email at: mmaa1@tbaytel.net, or visit our web-
site: http://mmaa.tbay.me/

 page 8, The Oliver Paipoonge News July 2025 ~ Enjoy SWEAT-er Weather!!!

PROGRAM INFO

JULY 2025
M O N T U E W E D T H U F R I

4785 ON-11 Unit B,
Kakabeka Falls,
ON P0T 1W0

www.norwestchc.org

Follow us!
NorWest Community
Health Centres - 
Kakabeka Falls Clinic

LifeLabs

LifeLabs

(807) 473-5528

Chair Yoga In Person & Virtual
Hosted at O’Connor & Kam C.
Centre at 10am.

Fly the C.O.O.P Walking Group

3

87 10

1714

22

18

23

9

10am-3:30pm

Mobile Clinic -
Upsala

Walk-In Clinic
4:30pm - 7:30pm

Call KB Clinic Reception at (807)
473-5528 or email Shaun at
speirce@norwestchc.org
to register for all programs

24

Walk-In Clinic
4:30pm - 7:30pm

Fly the C.O.O.P
Walking Group

LifeLabs

Good Food Box
Pickup at KB
Clinic

New Program - Dementia
Cafe March 28th at Rural 60+
Centre.   

8:30am-1:30pm

Mobile Clinic -
Armstrong

Good Food Box Program
Monthly access to a box of
affordable  fruit and vegetables.
For more information visit  
www.goodfoodboxtb.org or call
473-5528 for more info
 
Rural Dementia Cafe @ Rural
60+ Centre.
Come socialize and meet new
people, make friends and lifelong
connections    

4

15

11

16

2521

*NEW Program*
Rural Dementia
Cafe  1-3pm

Good Food Box
Order Deadline

Fly the C.O.O.P
Walking Group

Fly the C.O.O.P
Walking Group

Fly the C.O.O.P
Walking Group

Chair Yoga @
O’Connor & Kam
C.C. @10:00 am

Mobile Clinic -
Armstrong
1pm-6pm

Meet at Mountain Portage Trail 
at KFalls Park @ 10am or a ride 
is provided at Evergreen 
Parking Lot at 9:45am

Fly the C.O.O.P
Walking Group

Walk-In Clinic
4:30pm - 7:30pm

1 2

LifeLabs

Walk-In Clinic
4:30pm - 7:30pm

28 29 30 31

Cancelled Today -
Fly the C.O.O.P
Walking Group  

Walk-In Clinic
4:30pm - 7:30pm

Fly the C.O.O.P
Walking Group

LifeLabs

Closed for
Canada Day

Chair Yoga @
O’Connor & Kam
C.C. @10:00 am

Chair Yoga @
Kam C.C.
@10:00 am

Fly the C.O.O.P
Walking Group

NP available for
those who do not
have MD or NP

NP available for
those who do not
have MD or NP

NP available for
those who do not
have MD or NP

Cancelled Today -
Fly the C.O.O.P
Walking Group  

Chair Yoga @
O’Connor & Kam
C.C. @10:00 am

S 
U 
M 
M 
E 
R 
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Breaking Ground Event Marks 
New Milestone in Progression 

“This is a special moment in the life of this project – this is a community project 
that many of you have been involved in. To me, it's exciting!” began James Collie, 
project lead, who made introductions at the recent Breaking Ground Ceremony 
for Pennock Village at the Crossroads.  
“...I believe in it, just as hopefully you believe in it, and to me I’m feeling that 
sense by seeing everybody here.” he continued. 
Over 100+ joined together on Saturday, May 31st, for the first public event 
announcing the commencement of construction towards physical development.  
Enthusiasm was apparent among those in attendance, which included interested 
seniors and their families, project advisors, sponsor representatives, and associat-
ed volunteers. Attendees were given an overview of development plans – past, 
present and future – by Collie himself. Following were words of support from 
dignitaries MP Marcus Powlowski (Thunder Bay-Rainy River) and Mayor of 
Oliver Paipoonge Lucy Kloosterhuis.  
An official ceremony was held, and information displays were available for view-
ing including site plans, floor plans, sponsor recognition and an overview of the 
interior & exterior details of the Garden Homes (Duplexes), to be built in the 
coming months. Refreshments were provided to compliment auspicious conver-
sation and cooperative weather conditions. Overall, the Board was very pleased 
with the turnout. 
“It’s been an adventure and a journey and it’s really a joy to see such a crowd 
come out and support us on this happy day,” commented Peggy Brekveld, one of 
six directors on the volunteer, not-for-profit Board, which has overseen the 
growth of the project for over three years. 
The goal this year has been to press towards the construction of the first two 
Garden Homes (four units), settling the first Residents in by late 2025. The ulti-
mate long-term goal – to add an assisted living facility. 
 “ …that’s the big picture. That’s the dream. And I hope we can capture a lot of 
moments like this, and that many of you come along for the ride,” added Collie. 
The Board would like to thank all who attended the event, as well as the greater 
community for its ongoing support these past months and years.  
More information on the full development plan & housing details are available at 
pennockvillage.ca  
A Special Thank You to the Following: Sean Gormely (Sound System), Grace 
Myers of Myers Media, Stacey Collie & Paul Collie (Photography & 
Videography), The United Reformed Church, Bert & Lydia Buitenhuis, Jenny 
Tuuttila & Holland Bakery (Facilities & Refreshments), MP Marcus Powlowski 
& Mayor Lucy Kloosterhuis (dignitaries present), Scott Sumner of Thunder Bay 
Business, Chris Vaclav of Design House Publications & Carl Clutchey of The 
Chronicle Journal (media reps & coverage), Thunder Bay Christian School (podi-
um & easels), Fred Cramer of Wilco Contractors & Tony of Guadagnolo 
Contracting (equipment in backdrop).  
 

 (L-R) Pennock Village Board James Collie (Chair), Harold Heerema (Vice), 
Peggy Brekveld, Carole Long, Devon Myers and Bruce Vanderwees, were happy 
with the turnout for the recent event held to celebrate the commencement of con-
struction.   Photo credit: Grace Myers
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Rural Heritage 
Agricultural 

Society 
Tractor Rodeo! 

 
 

“Tractor Rodeos” or “Tractor Games” have a variety of interpre-
tations. Some emphasize farm operations and safety; these are 
often organized by agricultural schools.This is more typical of 
the rodeos and games put together on a community basis. A well 
organized tractor rodeo can be safe, challenging and fun! Brian 
Gavin introduced tractor rodeo to Rural Heritage Days more than 
a decade ago. 
 
Some tractor rodeo events: 
 
Tire Drag 
The driver drags a rear tractor tire through a slalom cours. The 
fastest driver without hitting pylons wins. 
 
Bales on a Boat 
Driver stacks 3 small square bales one on top of the other on the 
stoneboat and drives the slalom. If the bale pile tips over, driver 
stops and stacks them again.The fastest driver wins. (Tip-smooth 
driving wins this one!) 
 
Egg Race 
Driver holds a spoon in mouth and drives the slalom; drop the 
egg and the driver is OUT! 
 
Mirror Backup 
Driver backs through the slalom using a handheld mirror and 
then drives straight “home”. Looking to the side or backward dis-
qualifies driver! Fastest without hitting pylons wins. 

The Oliver 
Agricultural Society  
is rebuilding our 
Cattle Show Ring! 
We are looking for 
people, organiza-
tions, and compa-
nies who would like 
to be sponsors in 
our rebuilding 
process! We are 
building a hybrid 
show ring with both 
fixed post and rail 
fence and movable 
cattle panels. Cattle 
panel sponsorship is 
$350/per panel and 
includes your adver-
tising on the panel 
for two years. If 
interested please 
contact the OAS via 
geoff.oas@gmail.co
m. Hope to see you 
at the Fair!  
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Slate River Plowman’s Association 
Site History June 5, 2025 
1927 the Slate River Plowman’s Association was established as an annual event 
taking place at various farms and locations in the Slate River valley area to show-
case the farmers’ plowing abilities. Starting off as a friendly neighborhood gath-
ering/competition.  In the 1970’s agricultural vendors were onsite to create aware-
ness of their products and services. In the 1980’s general exhibitors became inter-
ested in setting up displays. 
 1986 the experimental farm located on Highway 130 and Piper had shut down 
operations. The land was eventually transferred to the municipality by the federal 
government for a dollar. This open space, 60 acre plot became an excellent site 
for a more permanent location for the Plowing Match and the association entered 
into a lease agreement with the township for the entire site in the late 1980’s.  
1999 the development of the Agriplex building suddenly reduced the Plowmatch 
land to the lower 1/3 of the property with the middle 1/3 taken by the Agriplex 
project and the top 1/3 for Slate River recreation. 
2007 the plowman’s site hosted the Canadian National Plowing match for several 
days. 
2009, a Pavilion was constructed to replace the expensive annual tent rental. An 
antique sawmill and planer operation from the turn of the century complete with 
two 50’ structures was moved to the site for an operational display.  More static 
displays were added to the site. The land is specifically seeded with various grains 
for the demonstration of all types of farm equipment as would have been in use 
in 1920’s. In addition to demonstrations of equipment, the tractor rodeo, started 
in 2014 has many different events where winners are determined and trophies 
awarded. The antique tractor display also forms the largest antique tractor parade 
in the Thunder Bay area.  
2013, proposals began with the township to revitalize the now 13 year dormant 
Agriplex building in an effort include the  Agriplex property into our operations.  
After several proposals, plans to repurpose the Agriplex building failed to come 
to light and the building was slated for complete demolition.  The demolition of 
the south 1/3 portion of the steel building was halted and extensive work by plow-
match volunteers began to repair, certify and finance the remaining portion of 
building for use as storage for our event.  
 2015 the event was renamed “Rural Heritage Days” to recognize the increased 
diversity of activities. We now have a dedicated main office building, concession 
both and permanent hydro service to the site. 
June 2017 Slate River Plowman’s Association incorporates to become the Rural 
Heritage Agricultural Society (RHAS). This incorporation under the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs paved the way to tax exempt status as a full 
Ontario agricultural fair. 
July 2017 RHAS enters into a new 20 year lease to take over the Agriplex site 
along with the repaired standing portion of the Agriplex building. RHAS agrees 
to cover the costs of the repairs fronted by the township in the form of a deposit 
and continuing annual payments. 
The event now has grown into a two day operation appealing to both plowers and 
the general public alike, with the Saturday being the main event day and Friday 
primarily for practice plowing and equipment setup.  Main event attendance is 
approaching 1000 and growing annually.  
*Site Hosts 
- Rural Heritage days - Second weekend in September. 2 day event (possibly 3 
days in future), Ontario registered Agricultural fair Hosting Slate River Plow 
Match competition.  
-Live Heritage Agriculture event, showcasing antique equipment of all types in 
operation. Only live operating site in Northwestern Ontario. A portion of the land 
is specifically seeded with various grains for the demonstration of farm equip-
ment as would have been in use in 1925 including a grain binder to cut the grain,  
threshing machines to process the grain,  and grain grinders to produce feed and 
flour. Seed cleaners from the same time period are also operated. Tractor dyno 
testing for tractors using PTO and antique belt is done throughout the event. 
-Tractor rodeo competition.  Has been a growing attraction for the past several 

Featuring the 93rd Annual 

Slate River Plowing Match SATURDAY, SEPT. 6, 2025FRIDAY, SEPT. 5, 2025

This year the show will include: 
The 93rd Annual Slate River 
Plowing Match 
Tractor Rodeo Competition 
Alf Winslow sawmill and planer in 
operation 
Harvest Demonstrations with: 

- binding 
- stooking 
- threshing and grinding 

Antique Tractor Display 
Nrrated Tractor Parade 
Dynamometer testing tractor 
horsepower 
Tired Iron Display 
Children’s play area 
Local Musicians 
Food Vendors

Want to see more: Visit our website at 
http://www.slateriverplowingmatch.ca

RHAS Directors 
Michelle Barrie 
Art Blekkenhorst 
Daniel 
Blekkenhorst 
Leo Blekkenhorst 
Larry Bockus 
Diane Borton 
Bill Bus 
Tyler Fedun 
Joe Gilbertson 
Noah Loan 
Susan McRury

Happy Summer!
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OPHP RENTAL RATES 
The follow rates have been established by the Oliver Paipoonge 
Heritage Park Board and Staff, and have been passed by Council. 
 
Church (half day)...................................................................$50.00 
Pavilion (half day)..................................................................$50.00 
Photo Shoots (half day, complete site)................................$100.00  
Church, Pavilion, Photo Shoots (half day)...........................$200.00 
Wedding Package (same as above) per wedding...............$125.00 
Video or Movie Sets (half day) ……………………………….$250.00 
School Tours (Teachers and Chaperones Free) ………….$5.00/student 
Season Pass (includes any Event) ……………………...$100.00/person 
Special Events determined individually by OPHP Board 
 
Note: picnic tables and bleachers and benches included as needed. 
Food Vendors: please contact Jean Mayo, Curator, to apply or for further 
information. 
OPHP is always looking for volunteers to help make this special place 
one to remember.  
 
For more information on any of the above items, please contact Jean 
Mayo, Curator at opmuse2@tbaytel.net or 807 632 4628.

2025 EVENT LIST  
FOR OPHP 

CLASSIC DAYS………………………………………….  JULY 4,5,6 
FAMILY DAY, HERITAGE CRAFT DAYS.……………... JULY 19 
DAY CAMP………………………………………….……  JULY 23-25 
MUSIC, CRAFT DAY……………………………………  AUG 9 
DAY CAMP………………………………………………   AUG 20-22 
BARN QUILT COMPETITION CLOSES.......................SEPT 7 
HERITAGE CRAFT DAY.............................................  SEPT 13, 14 
(BARN QUILT JUDGING 
 
CELEBRATING RACING IN THUNDER BAY…… ………. SEPT 14 
PARK CLOSING & VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION….…. SEPT 28 
(open to public) 
 

For further information please phone  807 475 7424  
or  807 632 4628 

Email opmuse2@tbaytel.net 
website OPHP.ca 

 
At the corner of Hwy 61 and Gillespie Rd. 

About 10 KM or 6 Miles from the Thunder Bay Airport 
travelling south on Hwy 61. 

NOTES FROM THE PAST 
By Marg Schweitzer, OPHP 

July 2025 
May I Have This Dance? 

 
     It’s hard to imagine what life was like before social media, and by that 
I mean, the social relationships between people. These days with a tiny 
movement of a fingertip, you can see, hear, and experience someone else’s 
day in excruciating detail. It’s all yours, if that’s what you wish, right in 
the privacy of your own life. 
     Before the advent of television, millions of people in rural Canada 
(almost 40% of the population) found different ways to engage in fun 
activities once the farm work was done. Trivia point: the first television 
stations appeared in Canada in 1952, in Montreal and Toronto. Not helpful 
for those living in Davidson, Saskatchewan. More than a century ago, our 
country was claimed by the national railroads, adding dots on maps every-
where: sidings and settlements marked by a station house, a few buildings, 
a depot. These were the places where one went for news, or mail, or some-
times just the sound of a human voice after endless months of wind and 
trees and prairie. In larger settlements there was often a church, perhaps 
Eastern Orthodox, Anglican, Presbyterian, each representing the flavour of 
the settlers, so to speak. 
     Churches provided an open space for people to congregate, and some 
had a hall attached or even a basement. Once a town began to draw others 
in to take advantage of its resources, halls were constructed for gatherings 
both large and small that were not faith-based. Remember the IODE? We 
used to see that chiseled in stone on buildings. Everyone needed a break 
from life then, just as we do now. While a few enjoyed solitude, the major-
ity looked for fun on a Saturday night, particularly young adults who were 
not yet married. Depending on the size of a community, dance bands could 
be brought in to provide live entertainment. More often, local musicians 
livened up the evening with tunes on the fiddle, spoons, accordian, and 
harmonica. Microphones were not used (compare this to a Taylor Swift 
concert extravanganza). 
     The point of social gathering was to enjoy the company of others in per-
son, in a safe environment, where love could ignite and blossom, or per-
haps end in tears. All of life’s hopes and fears and yearnings were played 
out together. Friendships were created that lasted for decades. In times of 
emergency, halls provided a central hub to organize and disperse aid wher-
ever and whenever it was needed. As dances grew ever more popular, one 
could practically drink the tension between the sexes, girls in their early 
teens applying lipstick stolen from their mothers’ supply, and boys forti-
fied by a swig of bootlegged liquor. A few fist-fights, patriotic songs, sto-
ries told in silence, always with the knowledge that the cows had to be 
milked the following day at 5:00 a.m. There were no wallflowers left by 
the end of the night.  
      
 

From the Curator’s Desk 
By Jean Mayo 

 
Happy summer everyone! Another busy month has gone by at the Oliver 
Paipoonge Heritage Park. Spring is the season for school tours and we had 
quite a few of them in the public and secondary levels. When I ask the 
grade 3 and 4 classes what their favourite building is, they frequently call 
out the School! The tours help the students visualize what the teachers have 
been explaining to them about how their ancestors and others started life in 
Canada. Our guides do their best to bring the experience to life for them. 
 
You will notice a picture submitted this month of a $3000.00 donation 
given to the Friends of Oliver Paipoonge Heritage Park and Museum from 
the Ecole secondaire catholique de La Verendrye. Many of you may not 
know that we have an incorporated ‘Friends’ group. They have been work-
ing in the back ground for us by volunteering and making subtle changes 
at the park. One change of note is a simulator car at Russ’s Garage. We 
hope you are able to come out and see this for yourself! If helping the 
‘Friends’ group interests you, please contact me at 807 632 4628 or by 
email at opmuse2@tbaytel.net and I will forward your contact info to the 
right people. 
 
Be sure to check out our upcoming events. From Barn Quilts to Classic 
Day to Family Day and Children’s Day Camps, there is no end to activities 
at Oliver Paipoonge Heritage Park this summer. I hope you all have a safe 
and fun filled summer. Why not stop in and Take a Walk Through the 
Past! 

Kakabeka Legion  
Events

JULY EVENTS 
For Hall bookings call Diane Harrison  807-577-6549 

   KAKABEKA FALLS LEGION BRANCH 225 EVENTS 
Friday, July 4th          Dance with Quest 7 pm - 10 pm 
Thursday, July 10th   Strawberry Social 6:30 to 8:30 pm 
Sunday, July 13th      Breakfast8:30 am to 11:30 am 
Saturday, July 19th   Dance with Quest 7 pm to 10 pm                                                                       
Sunday, July 27thth   Sunday Music 2 pm to 4 pm 
 

The Legion is still looking for more volunteers - if you 
can give even 1 hour, that would be so appreciated.  

Many hands will make the projects  
much easier to complete.  

To book an event please call Dianne at 807-577-6549 
 

The Legion is still looking for more volunteers - 
if you can give even 1 hour, that would be so 

appreciated.  Many hands will make the projects 
much easier to complete. To book an event 

please call Diane at 807-577-6549 



LiUNA Local 607 Trainees  
Support Kakabeka Legion with Concrete Repairs 

 
THUNDER BAY, ON – JUNE 9, 2025 — Pre-Apprenticeship trainees with LiUNA Local 607 Training Centre are turning their training into meaningful community 
impact by helping restore the concrete base and nearby sidewalk of the cenotaph at the Royal Canadian Legion Branch No. 225 in Kakabeka Falls. 
 
The work is part of LiUNA Local 607’s Pre-Apprenticeship Program, which provides hands-on training in Construction Craft Worker and Concrete Finishing to indi-
viduals interested in pursuing careers in the skilled trades. The project offers trainees valuable experience in a real-world setting, while giving back to a local organi-
zation with deep community roots. 
 
“This is exactly the kind of opportunity we look for,” says Andy Nieweglowski, Training Director of the LiUNA Local 607 Training Centre. “Our trainees get to develop 
their skills on a real job site while contributing to something that matters. There’s a lot of pride in being able to do this work, both for the experience of our trainees, 
and the good it brings to the community.” 
 
The project includes structural repairs to the monument base and upgrades to the sidewalk on the Legion grounds. Eleven trainees are participating, working under the 
supervision of experienced instructors, and using locally sourced concrete products. 
 
For trainee Msgna Yohannes, who recently arrived in Canada from Eritrea, the 
experience has been especially meaningful. “The LIUNA training staff makes it 
very easy to learn the skills of the trade,” says Yohannes. “Doing this work for the 
Legion and the community makes us all very proud—everything needs to be per-
fect. With our group being a team, we teach each other and we love this project 
and the friendship with the group.” 
 
For the Legion, the partnership has been both practical and heartwarming. 
 
“Our volunteer base is aging, and repairs like these are difficult for us to take on 
alone,” says Bob Gill, Second Vice-President of the Kakabeka Legion. “When we 
reached out to LiUNA Local 607, they were enthusiastic from the start. It’s work-
ing for both of us. We’ve shown them typical Legion hospitality, and they’ve 
helped us complete work we may not have been able to do otherwise. It’s good 
for the trainees, good for the Legion, and good for the whole community.” 
 
LiUNA’s involvement reflects the broader Labourers Rising movement—a com-
mitment across the organization to building stronger communities through hands-
on service and skilled labour. 
 
“This project is just one example,” says Nieweglowski. “We look forward to find-
ing more ways to combine training with community impact.” 
 
About LiUNA Local 607 Training Centre 
LiUNA Local 607’s Training Centre, the “North Star Training Centre,” 
was established in Thunder Bay in 1957. It has delivered high quality 
training to Northwestern Ontario workers in need of job relocation, 
retraining, and upskilling in the construction industry. With a focus 
on inclusivity, it supports Indigenous Peoples, women, youth, 
2SLGBTQIA+ individuals, people with disabilities and other groups 
underrepresented in the trades. 
 
Submitted by  
Ashley Pugh 
Account Coordinator LiUNA

Disclaimer: The Oliver Paipoonge News is made  
available for information purposes only.   

The Municipality of Oliver Paipoonge does not accept any responsibil-
ity for the accuracy of information, nor is it responsible for any expens-
es or damages incurred directly or indirectly resulting from the use of 
this information.  All information attained herein should be verified 
independently.  It is possible that the information contains errors or 
omissions and The Municipality of Oliver Paipoonge makes no repre-
sentation to the contrary.  The material in this publication is not neces-
sarily the opinion of the Corporation of The Municipality of Oliver 
Paipoonge, its employees, agents and officers.

PHONE:  767­3643 
countryman@tbaytel.net 
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Throughout this summer everyone will enjoy some 
Canadian ground beef as burgers or fried meat for 

a variety of recipes. Jenny Mol wants to share this 
recipe with you for Burger Bowls. She points out 
that at family gatherings large or small, everyone 
enjoys putting together their own bowls and 

adding their own choice of toppings. Enjoy!

Slate  
River W.I.  

 
 
 

Submitted by  
 

        Dodie  
Legassick 

MEAT 
one pound of ground beef 
1/2 tsp salt 
4 tsp garlic powder 
 
SAUCE 
1/2 cup mayonnaise  
2 tbsp. ketchup 
2 tsp. maple syrup 
1 tbsp. green relish 
2 tsp. onion powder 
Pinch of red pepper flakes, pinch salt 

THE ADDITIONS 
Into  three small serving bowls place 
the following: 
1 cup finely sliced red onions 
1/2 cup sliced bread and butter pickles 
8 slices of bacon cooked and crumbled 
1 larger bowl of lettuces and or spinach 
and other favourite greens

8 cups strawberries       8 cups sugar       1/2 cup lemon juice 
 
Hull and wash berries. In a large bowl alternate layers of berries and 
sugar. Let stand for two to three hours. 
Pour into a pot; bring to a boil, stirring occasionally. Boil five minutes. Add 
the lemon juice and cook uncovered until the Jell Point is reached.To 
check for the Jell Point put a small amount onto a cold plate; leave for a 
few minutes then push the surface lightly. If the surface wrinkles then it 
meets the Jell Point. Remove from heat. Skim the jam and stir gently to 
distribute the berries throughout. Pour-into sterilized jars and seal. Keep 
in a cool place. 

Note that the SlateRiver Women’s Institute is  
holding their annual Strawberry Social at the 

Kakabeka Legion on Thursday July 10 at 630 pm.  
Hope to see you there. 

Happy Summer Everyone! 
DodieLeGassick, Slate River Women’s Institute

RURAL 60 PLUS! 
 

Tuesday – Craft Room 10 -3 
           - Weaving – 10 – 3 
          - Knitting – 10 – 3 
Wednesday – Craft Room 10 -3 
                              - Beginners Carving – 10 – 3 

- Quilting – 10 – 3 
 - Cribbage – 1 – 3 

Thursday – Craft Room 10 - 3 
              - Weaving – 10 – 3 
                 - Knitting – 10 – 3 
The Rural Dementia Café is a monthly gathering for people impact-
ed with a memory problem or dementia. Designed to help support 
families, care givers and friends to create a sense of belonging and 
community in a warm and safe welcoming environment. 
Come out and enjoy music, games and snacks in a relaxing atmos-
phere.  
There is no fee and no eligibility criteria to attend our rural café. 
Time is 1-3pm and the location is Rural 60 Plus Pineview Road 
Kakabeka Falls. 
Next Café is Friday July 25th. 
Contact Shaun or Elaine for more information at 807-473-5528. 
 
Rural 60 Plus will be going to summer hours beginning Tuesday 
July 1nd and we will be closed on that day for Canada Day. 

 

Summer hours are Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday from 10 – 3 for July and August. 

HAVE A GREAT SUMMER EVERYONE !! 
 

First, combine the sauce ingredients and let rest in the fridge so 
the flavours meld. 
Next,In a frying pan, fry the bacon,remove, chop and set aside in 
one bowl. Then fry the red onions in the bacon fat and set aside 
in a small bowl. 
Mix the ground beef with the salt and garlic powder and either 
form into one patty per person and pan fry them or stir fry the 
ground beef and place into a bowl. 
Assemble each bowl of ingredients on the table. 
Each person is to take their own bowl and assemble everything. 
First, place the greens in the bottom of the bowl, drizzle with 
some sauce, scatter pickles on top, then bacon, then onion. Lay a 
patty or spoon on fried ground beef on top and drizzle with more 
sauce. The ground beef should be warm. 
Variations - Add crumbled feta cheese or another favourite 
cheese, avocado, nuts or dried fruit. By keeping all of the ingredi-
ents separate, individuals can combine their favourite toppings.

Burger Bowls

Old Fashioned Strawberry Jam
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Professional, safe and 
efficient tree removal 

with strategic expertise.
• Tree Removal 

• Chipping

• Stump Grinding 

• Land Clearing

• Roadside and Utility
Line Brushing

24/7 Emergency Response

Licensed & Insured

Free local Estimates

State-of-the-Art Equipment

Trust the specialists in
Tactical Tree Removal

to safeguard your property.

Call today for unmatched
service and peace of mind!

bgcontracting.ca

Gerry & William VanderWees 
 (2 of 3 original owners)




