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THE CORPORATION OF  
THE MUNICIPALITY  

OF OLIVER PAIPOONGE 
 

 

LANDFILL SITES - CHRISTMAS 
HOURS 

 
North Landfill Site 

Located at 1 Spence Road 
Closed Tuesday Dec. 26th, 2023 

Open Wednesday Dec. 27th, 2023 
12:00 noon – 5:00 pm 

Saturday Dec. 23rd & 30th – 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
 

South Landfill Site 
Located at 154 Barrie Drive 

Wednesday Dec. 27th – 12:00 noon to 5:00 p.m. 
Saturday Dec. 23rd & 30th – 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

OPERATION  CHRISTMAS 
December 9th - Noon til 6 pm 

At the Odena, Kakabeka Village 
Fill the OPP Cruiser 

All goods and financial donations 
go to the Rural Cupboard Food 

Bank 

SEASON'S GREETINGS  
TO THE RESIDENTS  

OF OLIVER PAIPOONGE 
On behalf of the Council, Administration and Staff of Oliver 
Paipoonge, I would like to wish everyone a very healthy and 
safe holiday season and New Year. 
It seems to have crept up much too soon but in a few weeks 
2023 will end.  During the past year our Municipality has seen 
increased new construction, homes and businesses.  We have 
benefited from an increase in Provincial grants that have assist-
ed in improvements to our facilities.  Fantastic events have 
brought many families and individuals to our Municipality to 
enjoy entertainment locally.  Our gratitude to the dedicated 
team of volunteers that protect our homes and lives, while oth-
ers give of their time and talents to sit on committees and vol-
unteer at events. 
Thank you to all who have made our community what it is 
today.   

Mayor Lucy 

~ NOTICE ~ 
Norwest Arena 
Christmas Break Public Skates 
 
December 23rd – 5:30 to 7:00 pm 
December 24th – 12:00 to 1:00pm 
December 27th – 11:00 to 12:30 
December 28th – 11:00 to 12:30 
December 29th – 11:00 to 12:30 
December 30th – 6:00 to 7:00 pm 
December 31st – Closed 
January 6th – 6:00 pm to 7:00 pm 
January 7th – 5:00 pm to 6:00 pm 
 
Free Admission to all Skates 
Happy Holidays! 

This Christmas season at Branch 
225~ 

Kakabeka Legion take-out 
Christmas Dinner! 

   Buns, butter, Caesar salad,  
turkey and stuffing  vegetable, 

mashed potatos and gravy  
 Side of  perogies with cranberry 

sauce and sour cream. 
 30.00 / person including tax.  
Pick up Saturday 23rd only. 

10:00am - 2:00pm (pre-orders 
only) last day for ordering 

Saturday, December 16th. (Cash 
only) we have no debit machine.  

Gary  1-807-708-0411

DECEMBER COUNCIL MEETINGS 
AND HOLIDAY OFFICE HOURS

Don’t Forget the 
Oliver Paipoonge 

Senior’s Christmas 
Party December 2 

1:00-3:30  
Murillo Community 
Centre, 4569 Oliver 

Road

See page 3 for info 
on Thunder Bay 
Police Services 
Open House in 

Rosslyn - 
December 6!
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PUBLIC SKATE -  

NORWEST ARENA 
**FREE OF CHARGE** 

Public Skate begins for the season on 
Saturday, September 30, 2023 

 
Hours: 

Saturdays 6:00 P.M.-7:00 P.M. 
Sundays 5:00 P.M.-6:00 P.M. 

 
Hockey sticks and pucks will not  

be permitted on the ice.

Phone:   

7673643

STEVE JAMES 
 

SALES REPRESENTATIVE 
STEVE_JAMES@SHAW.CA 

ONTARIOLAND.NET 
+1(807)626-6775 OPEN

RURAL CUPBOARD FOOD BANK 
Neighbours Helping Neighbours 

Conmee Municipal Complex 
19 Holland Rd, Kakabeka Falls  P0T1W0 

807-285-0836 
We sincerely thank all those that  

continue to support us.  
Your donations enable the food bank to 

remain open 
Next Food Bank  

Wednesday, December 13th 
Registration 9 am to 11 am 

Drive-Thru Pick-up

THE MUNICIPALITY OF OLIVER PAIPOONGE 
Invites applications for a position 

 
CASUAL LANDFILL ATTENDANT 

 
Reporting to the Director of Operations the successful candidate will work 
at the Municipality’s Landfills when required.  
 
Duties include: 
 
Assist in running the daily operations of the landfill sites, checking access 
cards to ensure users are Oliver Paipoonge residents, checking loads and 
ensuring wastes and recyclables are being placed in the proper locations. 
 
Qualifications: 
 
Must be prepared to be trained in the operations the landfill, must be flexible 
to work varying shifts, weekends, weekdays and evenings as required, must 
be able to communicate effectively and politely with the public, experience 
working on heavy equipment may be required. 
(Applicant with equipment competency preferred)  
 
Wages: As per Collective Agreement - $21.70/hr for first 80hrs of work, 
$22.70/hr thereafter 
 
Hours:  Relief work on Tuesdays 12-5, Wednesdays 12-5 or Saturdays 9-5 
 
Work Locations:  1 Spence Road (North Landfill) or 154 Barrie Drive 
(South Landfill)  
 

A more detailed job description is available upon request. 
 
Please forward resumes directly to the Human Resources Clerk by 4:00 pm 
on Thursday December 14th, 2023. 
 
Municipality of Oliver Paipoonge 
3250 Hwy 130 
Rosslyn ON P7K 0B1 
807-935-2613 ext. 8675 
Email:  humanresources@oliverpaipoonge.on.ca 
   
The Municipality of Oliver Paipoonge is an equal opportunity employer. 
Reasonable accommodations are available upon request for all parts of the 
recruitment process. 
 
Only candidates selected for an interview will be contacted. Applicant infor-
mation is collected in accordance with the Municipal Freedom of 
Information and Protection of Privacy Act. 

ARENA/OLYMPIA ATTENDANT 
The Municipality of Oliver Paipoonge is seeking applications for the posi-

tion of casual, seasonal Arena/Olympia Operator at the Nor West 
Recreation Centre. 

 
Duties: 

The Arena/Olympia Operator position reports directly to the Director of 
Operations.  The position is required to perform a variety of maintenance 

duties, including ice maintenance and ensure overall ice quality at the 
NorWest Recreation Centre. Also responsible for cleaning building & 

dressing rooms.  
 

Minimum Job Requirements:  
•                                         Minimum of 18 years of age. 
•                             Possess a valid class G2 or G driver’s licence.  
•                  Available to work evenings and/or weekends, as required. 

 
Wages:   

As per Collective Agreement - $21.70/hr for first 80hrs of work, $22.70/hr 
thereafter. 

 
A more detailed job description is available upon request. 

 
Please forward resumes directly to the Human Resources Clerk by 4:00 pm 
on Thursday December 14th, 2023.                             
 

Municipality of Oliver Paipoonge 
3250 Hwy.130 

Rosslyn, ON   P7K 0B1 
Tel: (807) 935-2613, ext. 8675 

Email: humanresources@oliverpaipoonge.on.ca 
 
The Municipality of Oliver Paipoonge is an equal opportunity employer. 
Reasonable accommodations are available upon request for all parts of the 
recruitment process. 
 
Only candidates selected for an interview will be contacted. Applicant infor-
mation is collected in accordance with the Municipal Freedom of 
Information and Protection of Privacy Act. 
 



Council News
COUNCIL  MEETINGS 
Tuesday, December 12th at 5pm                
 
The agenda will be posted by the Friday of the week before the week of the meet-
ing.  Council’s objective is to be open to our residents, hear their concerns, and 
use our time & your money constructively. Please pre-arrange your presentation 
with the C.A.O/Clerk or Deputy Clerk (935-2613) by the Tuesday prior to our 
council meetings.   
 
BY-LAWS/ RESOLUTIONS PASSED 
 
Approval of the Fire & Emergency Services Master Fire Plan;  Authorizing 
administration to submit to MMAH the ranking of the top five recommendations 
of the Housing Affordability Task Force's Final Report;  Adopting a lifecycle 
strategy for vehicles & equipment proposed in report #2023.162;  Adoption of a 
non-union employee compensation plan;  Awarding  the Heritage Park Repairs to 
TW Contracting Inc., being the lowest proponent;  Approval of the 2022 
Consolidated Financial Statements and the budget deficit;  Acceptance of the 
donation of a 1929 Ford Model A 2-door Coupe from Mr. Gerald Friesen;  The 
donation of 15 hours of ice time to the Nor West Minor Hockey;  Approval to 
engage Kozar Engineering Inc to provide engineering services for the removal of 
arsenic program at the Rosslyn Village Drinking water system;  Approval of 
MPAC's Data Sharing & Services Agreement;  Awarding the contract for 
Kakabeka & Intola Recreation Facility Renovations to BNL Contracting, being 
the lowest proponent;  Approval of the Conditional Contribution Agreement with 
NOHFC for the NorWest Arena Modernization Project and the Community Halls 
& Recreation Revitalisation Project with NOHFC;   Supporting the resolution 
requesting the Provincial Government rescind the Ontario Black Ash Recovery 
Strategy as it concerns the Thunder Bay District and Northwestern Ontario;  
Increasing fees at the Stanley Hill Cemetery effective January 1, 2024;  
Supporting Bill 21, Fixing Long-Term Care Amendment Act, adding the right of 
residents not to be separated from their spouse upon admission to a long-term 
care facility, so they can continue to live together. 

Submitted by Mayor Lucy                                                                     

Thunder Bay Police  
Oliver Paipoonge Open House 

 
 

When  -  Wednesday December 6th, 2023, from 7 pm to 830 pm 
Where  -  Rosslyn Community Hall 3405 Rosslyn Rd, Rosslyn, ON 

As part of the Thunder Bay Police Service’s ongoing 
commitment to Public Safety and Community 
Engagement, a free public Open House will be held 
Wednesday December 6th, 2023 from 7-830 pm at the 
Rosslyn Community Hall located at 3405 Rosslyn Rd, 
Rosslyn, Ontario.  
 

Information will be presented through opening remarks 
from Thunder Bay Police Chief Darcy Fleury. Citizens 
will have the opportunity to ask questions and provide 
their input. 

The Rural Pharmacist:  
Expansion in Rosslyn 

by Devon Myers, Pharmacist/Owner of Evergreen Pharmacies
    If you’ve driven down Highway 130 over the past few weeks, you may have 
noticed a very exciting development. Perhaps you saw an excavator moving earth 
around. Maybe it was the dump trucks that brought load after load of soil that caught 
your eye. That’s it! The cat is out of the bag! Although we’re in the preliminary stages, 
construction of a new building for Evergreen Pharmacy – Rosslyn is now officially 
underway!  
Picture this: December 2017, a 200 square foot basement suite in a rural commercial 
building. Going to work in the dark, coming home in the dark. No foot traffic; a few 
people popping their heads in after they’ve finished their dental appointments 
upstairs. Some people are considering our services but don’t want to commit until 
they’ve seen stability and growth. That’s where we started.  
It’s hard to believe that it has been six years since we opened our small pharmacy in 
Rosslyn. And now, we can proudly say that it is time to expand. But let’s be honest, 
I’m sure our staff would have liked some extra space 2 or 3 years ago. Our project 
will relocate our pharmacy to an adjacent lot to where we currently operate. We will 
still be neighbours with Rosslyn Dentistry. It goes without saying that there is a lot of 
work to be done between now and when we move. However, if things go according 
to plan, we will be opening our doors in the summer of 2024. 
The Evergreen Pharmacy team wants to take this opportunity to thank all the patients 
that have trusted us with their healthcare over the past several years. We recognize that 
it can be a difficult decision to leave a pharmacy that you’re already familiar with. For 
those of you who have transitioned to our pharmacies, both in Rosslyn and Kakabeka 
Falls, we hope that you have appreciated our services. As we look to the future, we 
aim to expand the services available in your communities.  
    Sticking with available services, after several busy weeks, the initial demand for flu 
shots and Covid-19 vaccines has begun to slow. However, flu season can last well into 
the new year, and it is not too late to get your shot. Booking online is still a great way 
to lock-in an appointment slot and to fill out the necessary screening questionnaire 
ahead of time. With that said, by this time of the season, it’s much easier to accom-
modate walk-in appointments. So, if you’re considering a vaccine, stop by either loca-

tion and our pharmacists will be happy to help you. 
And just like that, it’s another year in the books. 

Despite the lack of snow, it felt as though December 
quickly came this year. Wishing everyone a merry 
Christmas and happy holidays. See you in the New 
Year. From all of those at Evergreen Pharmacy. 

 

? Computer Repairs 
? Computer/Laptop Sales 
? Software/Hardware  
   Installations 
? Wireless/Network  
   Router Install 
? Hardware/Memory  
    Upgrades 
? Virus/Windows  
    Reload 
? Data Transfer 

 

995 Golf Links Rd.? Thunder Bay ? Ph. 344-0200 
 

www.dunrite.com

Wishing all a Merry 
Christmas and prosperous 

2024  ~  Dan Calvert
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Thunder Bay Therapeutic 
Riding Association would 
like to extend our sincere 
appreciation to all our 
dedicated volunteers and 
community partners who 
supported us during our 
last riding season! Happy 
Holidays! 

RURAL HERITAGE AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY 
Annual General Meeting 

Attention all members of Rural 
Heritage Agricultural Society 

Monday, January 15, 2024 at Rural 60 
Hwy 11/17 

7 pm- meeting 
Asking all members to attend - there are 

Director’s positions to be filled 
Membership is due the night of the meeting. You will not be able to 

vote unless you are a member 
Membership is $10 

Refreshments will be served. 

RURAL CUPBOARD FOOD BANK shouts 

Thank You! 
 To  

  Kakabeka Falls Public School, 
 Crestview Public School 

 Evergreen Pharmacy 
For all of your fund raising and donations 

 
For the financial donation raised at the Neebing  

Fall Harvest Dinner 
 

To Kimm White for donating her winnings from  
the Taco Tim contest. 

 
To everyone that has taken the time to volunteer, donate and raise 

funds for the food bank.  Your support enables us 
 to continue providing food to those in need. 



This December my wish is for everybody to Be Prepared for a 
safe holiday season.  This is a time for quality family time, 
quality time with friends along with good old relaxation.  Being 
prepared for the season helps ensure you can have that quality 
time and have it end with everybody happy and opposed to 
ending in tragedy. 
Couple things to think about to get prepared for the upcoming 
season: 
- Ensure your smoke alarms and CO alarms are opera-
tional.  If you plan on having people staying overnight, ensure 
you have smoke alarms outside sleep areas.  It is not uncom-
mon to have people sleeping in rooms that are not traditionally 

sleeping areas.  You are required by law to have working smoke and CO alarms outside all sleeping 
areas.  Even if it is only for one night. 
- If you are having people spend the night, ensure you are prepared to deal with an extended stay.  
Review your family escape plan with your guests so that they know what to do if there is an emergency.  
You should also plan for your guest to spend a couple extra nights.  A holiday weekend can quickly turn 
into 3 or 4 days if you are weathered in.  This can stretch your normal supplies.  If you are the guest, 
give some thought to being prepared to stay at somebody’s house for a couple days if the weather is 
looking bad. 
- Candles are often a part of the holiday season.  If you are burning candles, please make sure a 
responsible person is checking to ensure they are all out before bed.  Ensure burning candles are placed 
to minimize the potential for them to be knocked over.  A bump from somebody can easily knock a can-
dle over and start a fire. 
- The holiday season is also a time to gather and have some drinks with friends and family.  Plan 
to have a sober driver to get everybody home safely.  Please don’t drive while you are under the influ-
ence and impaired.  Far too many evenings end in tragedy. Not only for you and your family, but for our 
fire department members that have to respond to and deal with the situation. 
Lastly, the end of the year is time to review your safety plans and ensure the supplies in your 72-hour kit 
are current.  Ensure all your food supplies are not expired, medications are rotated out so that they do 
not expire and that any new items are added to your kit.  Maybe there is a change in eye glass prescrip-
tion, or new medications required.  Maybe the extra clothes you have packed away no longer fit. 
I wish everybody a safe and happy holiday season and a prosperous 2024! 
Stay safe and Be Prepared! 
Sean Horan  
Fire Chief/CEMC 

 
 
 

  CHIEF’S    
  CORNER  

     by Sean Horan, Fire Chief
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Tree Services (Year Round):  
*Tree Pruning * Tree Removal  

* Hydro Line Pruning  
& Clearing (Private Lines)  
* Hazardous Limbs/Trees  

* Storm Cleanup  
* Tree Support Systems  

* Tree Planting & Transplanting 
(Seasonal)  

Winter Services Also Include: 
* Snow Clearing & Removal * Rooftop Snow Clearing 

 

*EXPERIENCED & INSURED SERVICES 

For a free estimate please call, text or email: 
Grant Miller: (807)-630-5359   

Email: woodsmillertreeworks@gmail.com 
Find us on Facebook @ WOODS MILLER TREE WORKS 

 
 
 

Website: woodsmillertreeworks.ca 

I want to start my December Chief 
Corner with a big Thank You our first 
responders, both fire fighters and med-
ical responders.  Our response team is 
made up of truly amazing people!  The 
number of training hours, equipment 
maintenance hours and emergency 
response hours they dedicate to the 
community is simply outstanding.  It 
has been a very busy year so far with 
500 calls so far this year!  That is 
almost 2 emergencies a day!  As Fire 
Chief I am extremely proud of each 
one of our responders and for what you 
guys do every day for the citizens of 
Oliver Paipoonge.  To the family mem-
bers, husbands, wives, partners, moms, 
dads, and children of those that answer 
the call, Thank You.  Without your sup-
port we would not be able to do what 
we do!   
 
This November also saw our first fire 
department appreciation night since 
COVID.  A great evening, with great 
people, great food, and time to enjoy 
causal time with the Fire Department 
family.  I want to give another huge 
thank you to the following organiza-
tions that donated prizes for all that 
attended. 
 
•   Council of Oliver Paipoonge 
•   Bonobo Foods 
•   Belluz Farms 
•   Canadian Tire – Arthur St and Fort  
   William Rd 
•   Firesteel Contractors 
•   Woody’s Trailer World 
•   Valley Fire Protection And Services  
   Limited 
•   Boyer Truck Sales 
•   Canadian Safety Equipment 
•   SPI 
•   Everguard Fire and Safety 
•   Wreath’s by Bee 
•   Tim Horton’s – Hawker Rd 
•   Thunder Bay Feeds 
•   Kakabeka Depot 

•   Evergreen Pharmacy – Kakabeka  
   and Rosslyn 
•   Lori Balyk – Pampered Chef 
•   Vanderwees 
•   Various Anonymous Organizations t 
   hat wish not to be named. 
 
A couple reminders 
- Ensure you have working smoke 

and CO alarms outside all sleeping 
areas!  Early detection is critical to 
ensure you have enough time to get 
out. 

- Plan your escape and practice your 
escape plan.  In a fire, you may have 
less than a minute after your alarm 
goes off to get out of the home safe-
ly!   

- NEVER leave burning candles 
unattended. 

- If you put up a tree, consider using 
a manufactured tree.  If you use a 
live tree, minimize the time that it is 
in the house and ensure you keep 
the water tray full.  A dry tree can 
erupt in flames in seconds. 

- If alcohol or cannabis is part of your 
holiday season, please don’t drive 
while under the influence.   

 
If you are interested in becoming a 
member of the Oliver Paipoonge Fire 
and Emergency Services, you can find 
the fire department application on the 
Municipal Website.  If you live around 
the Intola, Kakabeka, Murillo, Stanley, 
Rosslyn, or Slate fire station, consider 
becoming part our team.  We are 
always looking for volunteer fire fight-
ers and medical first responders.   
 
 I wish for a happy and safe holiday 
season for everybody and a prosperous 
and safe 2024! 
 
Be safe and remember- Prevention is 
the best way to fight fire! 
 
 

THANK YOU !!!!!  

The Oliver Paipoonge Fire Department had their annual Halloween dis-
play and open house at the Kakabeka Falls, Rosslyn and Murillo Fire 
Halls on October 31, 2023.  
We had a great turn out and response at each hall-in total we gave out 
667 bags of treats and with fire prevention literature.  We could not have 
done this without the support of local business donations.   
 
We would like to thank the following: 

Evergreen Pharmacy 
Memorial Home Hardware 
Rosslyn Service – Home Hardware 
Thunder Bay Insulation 
Canadian Tire (Thunder Centre) 
SRS Windows & Doors 
Pratts Food 
Equipment World 
NU Steel 
Mike Ellchook 
LAK Business Services 
Sean and Jenn Horan 
Grootenboer Farms  

 
 Oliver Paipoonge Fire Service again would like to thank everyone for 
their contributions for this event.  
To all the volunteers that came out to help… this would not have hap-
pened with out your support – THANK YOU !! 
Regards  
Mike Lamers  
Fire Prevention Officer 
Working together in keeping our community safe.  
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AfAfterer sc school ‘Reaool ‘Readingding wit with ReRena’a’  
Calling students in grades 4 to 6… 

Do you enjoy being read to in a  
quiet relaxing space? 

Why not join us at the Murillo Library 
and see what it’s all about. 
Every Monday at 3:00 p.m. 

(except Oct. 9th) 
Snacks will be provided. 

‘Get Creative’ craft gathering 
Every Thursday from 1 to 4:00  

at Rosslyn Hall 

 
Bring in your current craft project to 

work on alongside other ‘crafty-
minded’ people. Games of Canasta, 

dominoes or other card games can be 
arranged if you wish to play. This is a 

great time to meet new people, 
socialize and share tips and ideas. 

Call 939-2312 for more information. 

 
 
 
 

THE CORPORATION OF THE 
MUNICIPALITY  

OF OLIVER PAIPOONGE 
 

 

LANDFILL SITES - WINTER HOURS 
EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 1, 2023 

 

From October 1, 2023  -  March 31, 2024 
 
 

NORTH LANDFILL SITE 
Located at 1 Spence Road 

Tuesday – 12:00 noon to 5:00 p.m. 
Saturday – 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

 
SOUTH LANDFILL SITE 

Located at 154 Barrie Drive 
Wednesday – 12:00 noon to 5:00 p.m. 

Saturday – 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
 

Landfill Sites are CLOSED on all Statutory Holidays

Providing Reliable Service  
Since 1987 

 

www.tempelman.ca 

807-767-9173

For al l  your  
Bulk Water Needs 

 

Residential or Commercial 
City Water delivered  

in stainless steel tanks

 
 
 
 
 

 

• Wells • Holding Tanks • 
• Swimming Pools • 

• Skating Rinks • 
Monday - Friday



202 Highway 130        B-4785 Hwy 11/17 
(807) 939-2007            (807) 577-2435 
 
Mon-Fri 9am-6pm        Mon-Fri 9am-6pm 
Sat 10am-2pm              Sat 10am-4pm

New Location in Kakabeka  
NOW OPEN 

Christmas Happenings at Pinegrove 
 

December 17 at 10:30 a.m. - White Gift Sunday - 
Bring donations of food wrapped in white (grocery bags) for 
the Rural Cupboard Food Bank.  Everyone is invited to stay 
for a pot-luck afterwards. 
 

December 20 at 7:00 p.m. - Blue Christmas Service  
at St. Mark's Anglican Church 

The Pinegrove congregation will be joining with the folks at 
St. Mark's Anglican Church for the annual Blue Christmas 
Service. 
 

December 24 at 10:30 a.m. - Advent 4 regular service, 
livestreaming with Trinity United with Rev. Rob Smith, 

Worship Leader 
December 24 at 9:00 p.m. - Christmas Eve Candlelight 
Communion Service with worship led by Rev. Rob Smith 

Everyone is welcome!   Merry Christmas!
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Wishing our 
great customers 
and ~ of course 
~ everyone else 

a Merry  
Christmas,  

Happy Holiday  
& Happy New 

Year!! 
 
 

Enjoy it  
& Stay Safe! 

From all 
of us at  
5 Star 
Electric  

807-475-7827 
Email: inquiries@fivestarelectric.ca

Lakehead Region  
Conservation Authority 

submitted by LRCA Staff

With the holiday shopping season upon 
us, it is a great time to purchase an 
Explore Card Parking Pass. The 2024 
Explore Card Parking Pass is now on-
sale. Explore Card Parking Passes per-
mit day-use/parking at our ten 
Conservation Areas for one calendar 
year. Visit as often as you like. Enjoy one 
calendar year of recreation activities! 
For the low price of $40.00 +HST, it’s 

convenient for frequent users, and a 
great stocking stuffer for the outdoor 
enthusiasts in your life! All Explore 
Card revenue goes directly towards the 
upkeep and maintenance of our 
Conservation Areas.   
The LRCA and Lakehead Conservation 

Foundation (LCF) is pleased to once 
again be hosting our annual 
Conservation Dinner & Auction on 
Friday, February 9, 2024. Tickets are on 
sale now and are $75.00 each. Available 
on our web store at www.store.lakehead-
ca.com.   
Our extremely popular Explore calen-
dars have arrived, and best of all, they 
are free! We will have a limited number 
of calendars available at our office, oth-
erwise, they can be picked up at select 
local businesses including Safeway, 55+ 
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Kakabeka Legion EventsKakabeka Legion Events
Saturday December 2nd  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Exec/Gen mtg 2:30/3 
Saturday December 2nd  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dance with Quest 7-10 
Saturday December 9th  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Christmas Concert 2-4 
ALL DONATIONS TO THE RURAL CUPBOARD FOOD BANK 
 

 

 

Sunday December 10th  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Breakfast with Santa 8:30-noon 
Friday December 15th  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rural 60+ Christmas lunch 1-2 

 

Saturday December 16th  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Christmas Dinner/Dance with Quest 
Dinner 5:30-7 Dance 7-10 Dance open to all 
Dinner reservations by December 9th. Call Gary 708-0411 
 

Sunday December 17th  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .RCFB Christmas Supper 4-6 
For Tickets Call Gary 708-0411 

On behalf of the Kakabeka Legion thank you for your support. 
Have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 

We look forward to seeing you in 2024!

RURAL 60 PLUS IS OPEN! 
 

5 Pineview Road, Kakabeka Falls  475-5779,  
email rural60@tbaytel.net  Website: www.rural60plus.ca 

Monday            - Carving - 10 to 3 
                         - Disking - 1 to 3 
 

Tuesday            - Weaving- 10 to 3 
                        - Knitting- 10 to 3 
                        - Good Company Choir- 1 to 3  
 

Wednesday      - Beginner Carving - 10 to 3 
                        - Quilting- 10 to 3 
                        - Cribbage  - 10 to 3 
 

Thursday          - Weaving- 10 to 3 
                        - Knitting - 10 to 3 
                        - Yoga - 10 to 11 
 
Craft Room open Monday to Friday- 10 to 3 
Good Company Choir ends Dec. 12 until next year 
Yoga ends Dec. 7 until next year 

The Annual Rural 60 Plus Christmas Dinner will be  
Friday December 15 at 1:00pm at the Kakabeka Legion 
not Friday December 8 as stated in the last newsletter. 
Rural 60 Plus will be closed from end of day Friday 

December 22 reopening on Monday Jan. 8, 2024. 

Please come out  
and join us at 

Pinegrove United Church  
100 - Hwy 130  

Admission is free and all are 
welcome! 

 
December 7 - coffee and fellowship 10 AM 
December 21 - turkey lunch 11:30 - hope to 

see you there! 
Volunteers are also welcome (and needed) 

For more information about Cafe del Soul, please 
visit www.pinegroveuc.org/cafe-del-soul/

Vickers Heights 
Community 

Centre 
Dec. 3-4   

Christmas Craft 
Sale 10 - 4 

 
 

Dec. 16    
Scrapbooking 10 - 4

330 Hwy 595
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RURAL BUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTORY
CREDIT  UNION 

Rapport Credit Union 
Full Financial Services – 2 local branches 
4785 Highway 11/17, Unit C 
Kakabeka Falls, ON P0T 1W0 Ph 475-4276 
James St.,405 James St. S. 
Thunder Bay, ON P7E 2V6 Ph 626-5666 
www.rapportcu.ca  toll  free 1-888-516-6664 
Hours of operation Mon-Fri- 9am - 5pm 

DOG GROOMER 
Slate River Dog Grooming 
All breeds and sizes.  
HWY 61, Neebing.   
Find us on Facebook. 475-9629. 

ELECTRICAL 
5 Star Electric (Thunder Bay) Inc. 
Residential, Commercial & Industrial. 
New Builds, Upgrades to Existing. 
EV Chargers. Solar Systems & Generlinks. 
807-475-7827 
Email: inquiries@fivestarelectric.ca 
Message us on Facebook 

EXCAVATING &  
EQUIPMENT RENTALS 

Allens Enterprises Services Inc. 
PH: 626-6267 
dig1@tbaytel.net 
Pete’s Backhoe Service Ltd. 
52 Haniak Rd, Rosslyn 
Ph 939-1014, Email office@petesbackhoe.com 
Dump Trucks, Excavation, Lot Development 

FARMS 
Belluz Farms 
R.R.#6, Thunder Bay  P7C 5N5 
475-5181 Farm fresh fruits & vegetables 
website: www.belluzfarms.on.ca  
FARMS & HAY/SLEIGH RIDES 

& PARTIES 
Gammondale Farm 
Gerry and Sue Gammond 
R.R.#3, McCluskey Dr., Thunder Bay 
475-5615 Farm  475-9609 Home 
farmfun@tbaytel.net www.gammondalefarm.com 

FEED & FERTILIZER 
Thunder Bay Co-op Farm Supplies 
Highway 61 & Boundary Dr. Phone 475-5190   
Fax 475-7420 ww.tbcoop.com 
Fertilizers, chemicals, building supplies, hardware, feed, 
poultry chicks, garden products 
Thunder Bay Feeds 
R.R.#11, Townline Road 
Phone 935-2921, Fax 935-2337 
Monday-Friday 9-6, Saturday 9-3 

FIREWOOD 
H&H Importers and Sales 
Firewood – dry birch cut and split 
3879 Hwy 11/17 939-1152 
hhimp@tbaytel.net 

FLOORING 
Kam Ridge Manufacturing 
Now selling hardwood, engineered, and vinyl 
laminate tile. 
New showroom-3933 Highway 11-17 
(807) 939-2524  sales@kamridge.ca 

GENERAL CONTRACTORS 
Allens Enterprises Services Inc. 
Excavating, Landscaping, Driveways, Dug Wells, 
Septic Systems 
dig1@tbaytel.net / Conventional/Waterloo 
PH: 626-6267 
BJ Halow & Sons Contractors 
22 Wing Road, Rosslyn 
939-2533/473-9021/ 
Bruce D. Halow 935-2730 
Dave Buob Trucking Ltd. 
Lot Development, Septic Systems and Sand 
& Gravel 
577-1988 or davebuobtrucking@live.ca 
Pete’s Backhoe Service Ltd. 
52 Haniak Rd, Rosslyn 
Ph 939-1014, Email office@petesbackhoe.com 
Driveways, Lot Development, Gravel/Sand 
Makkinga Contractors 
570 Squier Place, Thunder Bay P7B 6M2 
Ph. 935-2792   Fax 935-2731 

GRAPHIC DESIGN 
Design House Publications 
Producing Quality Publications since 1988 
Chris Vaclav 628-7271 
designhouse@tbaytel.net 

GREENHOUSES/NURSERIES 
 

My Blooming Business Greenhouse 
and Pottery - mbbgreenhouse.com 
341 Hanna Rd, Phone: 474-3235 
Open Early May - June Call or check 
website for current hours and info.  

HARDWARE 
Rosslyn Service Home Hardware 
3404 W. Rosslyn Rd., Rosslyn Village 939-2521 

INCOME TAX PREPARATION 
Kelley's Tax Service 
West Oliver Lake Rd 
(807) 622-7599 
kelleystaxservice@gmail.com 

KITCHEN CABINETS 
Kam Ridge Manufacturing 
Now selling kitchen and vanity cabinets from 
Urban Effects and Cabinetsmith 
New showroom-3933 Highway 11-17 
(807) 939-2524  sales@kamridge.ca 

LAWN & GARDEN EQUIP.  
SALES & SERVICE 

Rosslyn Service Home Hardware 
Cub Cadet, TroyBilt, Mantis tillers, Echo 
3404 W. Rosslyn Rd., Rosslyn Village 939-2521 

METAL ROOFING 
Kam Ridge Manufacturing 
Selling Ideal Roofing's full line of sheet 
metal, steel shingles, and accessories 
New showroom-3933 Highway 11-17 
(807) 939-2524  sales@kamridge.ca 
Thunder Bay Co-op Farm Supplies 
Highway 61 & Boundary Dr. Phone 475-5190  Fax 
475-7420 www.tbcoop.com 
Largest stock of Ideal metal roofing  & 
siding in Northern Ontario 

REAL ESTATE SALES 
Avista Realty Group Ltd. 
640 Beverly St. Thunder Bay 
Barb McEwen, Sales Rep. 
Cell 807-626-3860 Ph. 344-3232  
Fax 344-5400 
Kelsey Belluz, Broker at Re/Max 
Generations  
Fourteen years helping clients buy & sell 
rural properties! Call or email me at 
807.472.9292 or kelsey@belluz.com 
Re/Max First Choice Realty 
George Hanna, Broker 
846 McDonnell St., 344-5700    
Cell 473-7350, Home 475-5122 
REGISTERED ACUPUNCTURIST 
Neebing Acupuncture 
For pain relief and to restore mobility. 
Electro-acupuncture, fire cupping, direct 
billing and online booking available.  
www.neebingacupuncture.com 

ROOFING & RENOVATIONS 
Dykstra Knight Roofing & Renovations 
Box 86, Kakabeka Falls Ph. 577-3597 
Asphalt & wood shingles, cedar shakes, metal roofs,  
flat roofs, siding, soffit, facia & eavestrough 

SEPTIC SYSTEMS INSTALLS 
Allens Enterprises Services Inc. 
Licensed Septic Systems Installer 
dig1@tbaytel.net / Conventional/Waterloo 
PH: 626-6267 
Dave Buob Trucking Ltd. 
Licensed designers and installers of conven-
tional & advanced treatment septic systems  
577-1988 or davebuobtrucking@live.ca 
Pete’s Backhoe Service Ltd. 
52 Haniak Rd, Rosslyn 
Ph 939-1014, Email office@petesbackhoe.com 
Licensed Installers 

SMALL ENGINE REPAIR 
Ryans’ Small Engine Service 
The One Stop Repair Shop; all makes & 
models; better prices, better service; pick-up 
& delivery. Phone 472-4201 

TACK SHOP 
Thunder Bay Feeds 
R.R.#11, Townline Road 
Phone 935-2921, Fax 935-2337 
Monday-Friday 9-6, Saturday 9-3 

TANKS 
Miller Precast Limited 
58 Cooper Rd., Rosslyn 
Ph. 939-2655   Fax 939-1788 
Rosslyn Service Home Hardware 
Equinox Polyethelene Septic Tanks & Water Tanks 
3404 W. Rosslyn Rd., Rosslyn Village 939-2521 

TEA 
Your Tea Needs 
Loose leaf tea, tea products, spices, gift certificates 
plus more. Product not listed, please ask. Visit  
www.yourteaneeds.com  
Contact: Eugema Ings 768-0999 

TIRE SHOP 
Pro-Tec Tire Centre 
3129 West Arthur Street 
Husky Truck Stop Tire Shop: 939-2581  
Office: 939-2572    Fax 939-1171 
 
TOURIST ATTRACTIONS 
Oliver Paipoonge Heritage Park 
RUSS’S GARAGE - A vast collection of  
vintage cars, race cars, pedal cars and  
memorabilia) and: 
THE DUKE HUNT MUSEUM (a collection of 
the history of Oliver Paipoonge residents,  
farming and businesses) and 
THE VILLAGE 
Phone 807-475-7424 or email 
opmuse2@tbaytel.net 
3190 Hwy. 61S @ Gillespie Rd. 
Slate River, Ont.  

TRACTORS 
Afortek Inc. 
Tractor Implements and Attachments 
100 McCluskey Drive  Tel: 807-475-5171 
Email: re@afortek.com 
www.afortektractors.com 
Rosslyn Service Home Hardware 
Yanmar tractors, loaders, backhoes & implements 21 
to 45 HP, 807-939-2521  rosslyn@tbaytel.net 

TRUCK.CAR STOP & RESTAURANT 
Santorelli’s 24 Hr. Husky Truck Stop 
3131 West Arthur Street 
(near Twin City Crossroads) 
Gas Bar:939-2619/Fax:939-2060/Office:939-2572 

TRUSSES 
Kam Ridge Manufacturing 
Commercial & Residential trusses, floor 
joists & LVL beams, prefab walls 
3933 Hwy. 11/17 W 939-2524 
sales@kamridge.ca 

WATER HAULING 
Tempelman Water Haulage 
Bulk water in stainless steel tanks for wells, 
holding tanks, swimming pools, skating rinks, 
residential & commercial. 
767-9173, Mon.-Fri. 

WATER TREATMENT 
Brad’s Water Treatment  
Authorized Purifiner dealer for N.W.O., 
Water treatment specialists 577-0462 

WELL SERVICES/PUMPS                                                                           
Allens Enterprises Services Inc. 
Dug Well Tech / Installation / Pumps  Septic / Well 
dig1@tbaytel.net 
PH: 626-6267 
Kershaw Well Services 
www.kershawwellservices.ca 
Phone 939-2166 Fax 939-2167 

ALL TERRAIN VEHICLES 
Rosslyn Service Home Hardware 
Repairs to all makes: ATV, Snowmobiles, Tractors 
& equipment 
3404 W. Rosslyn Rd., Rosslyn Village 939-2521 

APARTMENTS - SENIORS 
Kay Bee Seniors Non Profit Housing 
Kay Bee Seniors Non Profit Housing 
108 Hill St., Kakabeka Falls 
Contact: Synergy Property Management 
Solutions 620-8999. A subsidy may be  
available to assist with your rent. 

AUTO REPAIR 
 

Art's Auto 
Automotive repair and diagnostics 
All makes and models; Art Blekkenhorst 
935-2835; 4582 Oliver Road, Murillo 
Charlie’s Auto 
Automotive Service Technician, Charles Clair 
953 Candy Mountain Dr., 473-5456 708-5536 
 

Rick’s Auto Repair 
Up-to-date fuel injection diagnostic & repairs 
& repairs to all makes & models 
20 Berini Drive, 473-4501 

BIRTHDAY PARTIES 
Laugh Out Loud with BoBo 
BoBo the Clown! Fabulous entertainment for 
birthday parties! 
628 7271   
CATERING, HALL RENTALS & 

MEETINGS 
Royal Canadian Legion Hall 
Kakabeka, 473-9122 
kakabekalegion@tbaytel.net 

CHEESE FARM 
Thunder Oak Cheese Farm 
755 Boundary Dr. R.R. #3, 628-0175 

CHURCHES/ 
RELIGIOUS  ORGANIZATIONS 

Anglican Parish of West Thunder Bay Country Warmth in 
Christ! Incumbent: Rev. Jonathon Blanchard  939-1103  
St. James' Anglican Church  
(corner of John St. Rd. at Calvert Rd. in Murillo) 
Sunday Service at 11:00 am 
St. Mark's Anglican Church 
(5 St. Mark's Street, Rosslyn Village) 
Sunday Service & Sunday School at 9:30 am 
Facebook "Parish of West Thunder Bay" 
 

 

Community Baptist Church 
Cnr. of Oliver & Mud Lake Rds., Murillo  
Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Worship Service 11 a.m. 
Pastor Anthony Fiorito 
935-2514 (office) or 935-2563 (church ph. & fax) 
www.murillobaptist.blogspot.com 
 

First Christian Reformed Church 
Hwy 130 North at Cooper Rd. 
Church 939-1207 
Pastor – Matthew Guichelaar 905-518-4526 
 
Chair – Dan Breukelman 624-8052 
Clerk – Joyce Vis 630-4632 
Sunday Service 10 a.m. 
 
The Village Church 
Available to rent for your special occations 
Phone 807-475-7424 or email 
opmuse2@tbaytel.net 
3190 Hwy. 61S @ Gillespie Rd. 
Slate River, Ont.  
 

Pinegrove United Church 
Hwy. 130 (between Arthur St. & Rosslyn Rd.) 
Sunday Service - 10:30 a.m. in-person or 
watch the livestream - Sundays at 10:30 am. 
Visit www.trinityunited.church/livestream/ 
Phone/Fax-939-1364 pinegrove@tbaytel.net 
www.pinegroveUC.org  

 
Redeemer Lutheran Church 
P.O.Box 179  Kakabeka Falls, on. P0T 1W0 
WORSHIP;  11:00am 
Pastor Dan Barr Ph. 473-9164  
email: redeemer@tbaytel.net 
 

Roman Catholic Churches 
St. Augustine* & St. Theresa+ 
c/o 5045 Townline Rd. Murillo Tel. 935-2898 
Mass Schedule: *Tues-Fri. 6.00pm, *Sat. 
5.00pm (winter), *Sun. 9.00am, +Sun. 11.00am 
Slate River Baptist Church 
Hwy. 130, 80 McCluskey Drive P7J 0A8 
10:00am Adult Bible Study  
11:00am  Morning Family Worship 
11:30am Jr. & Sr. Children’s Church 
Pastor Rob Cain, 475-5140  
United Reformed Church of Thunder Bay 
#23 Hwy 130, Thunder Bay 939-1916 
Pastor: Rev. John Ysinga 623-4241 
Sun. Worship Times: 10:00 a.m. & 2:30 p.m. 
www.thunderbayurc.com 

COMPUTER REPAIRS 
SALES & SERVICE 

Bagdonas Consulting Service 
Computer service, setup, backup, restore 
tanasb@gmail.com   627-6656 
Dunrite! Services 
Leo Blekkenhorst 995 Golf Links Rd.Ph. 344-0200   
Fax 344-1156 www.dunrite.com sales@dunrite.com  
http://fb.me/DunriteServicesThunderBay 
See us for your all your computer needs 

CONCRETE PRODUCTS 
Miller Precast Limited 
58 Cooper Rd., Rosslyn 
Ph. 939-2655   Fax 939-1788 

WINDOWS/DOORS 
Kam Ridge Manufacturing 
Now selling North Star Windows and Doors 
New showroom-3933 Highway 11-17 
(807) 939-2524  sales@kamridge.ca 

WOOD PELLETS 
H&H Importers and Sales 
Hardwood & Softwood Pellets  
3879 Hwy 11/17 939-1152 
hhimp@tbaytel.net

 

COUNCIL & STAFF 
Contact Information 

Office Located at 3250 Hwy 130, Rosslyn ON P7K 0B1

COUNCIL 
 

Lucy Kloosterhuis, Mayor  
mayor@oliverpaipoonge.on.ca  
807-473-5658 (office) 
 

Bernie Kamphof, Councillor  
councillorkamphof@oliverpaipoonge.on.ca 
807-935-3344 
 

Dan Calvert, Councillor  
councillorcalvert@oliverpaipoonge.on.ca 
807-620-7777 
 

Donna Peacock, Councillor 
councillorpeacock@oliverpaipoonge.on.ca 
807-627-7016 
 

Allan Vis, Councillor 
councillorvis@oliverpaipoonge.on.ca 
807-935-2200 

HALL RENTALS  
Call the Municipal Office 807-935-2613

 

ADMINISTRATION 
Wayne Hanchard, CAO/Clerk 
cao-clerk@oliverpaipoonge.on.ca 
807-935-2614 
 

John MacGillivray, Treasurer/Deputy CAO 
treasurer@oliverpaipoonge.on.ca 
807-935-0258 
 

Chris Bowles, Director of Operations 
directorofoperations@oliverpaipoonge.on.ca 
807-935-8670 
 

Kerri Reid, Manager of Planning 
planning@oliverpaipoonge.on.ca 
807-935-3300 
 

Sean Horan, Fire Chief 
fire.chief@oliverpaipoonge.on.ca 
807-935-8674  Cell 807-628-4867 

REMINDER: Burning permits are required all year. Charges 
will be laid if you burn without a permit. Daytime burning is 

allowed from Nov 1 to March 31.  Burning Permits available at: 
both libraries, LULUS, Rosslyn Service, Wildwoode Variety, 

Valley Store in Murillo and also online at 
www.oliverpaipoonge.ca. 

You are not allowed to dispose of used oil, paint at our landfill site. The Municipality is no longer 
accepting appliances that contain Freon. In order for these appliances to be accepted at the Landfill 
Sites, they must have the Freon removed by a Certified Refrigeration Specialist and tagged to indi-
cate that they are Freon-free. Once the Freon is removed and the appliance is tagged, it can then be 
disposed of in the designated area at either Landfill Site without charge. 
You must present both your Landfill Access Card and Photo ID (driver’s license) to the Landfill Site 
Attendant upon arrival effective July 11, 2015….landfill sites are for residents only. Non profit event 
planners can submit an online request to have their event placed on our municipal calendar located 
on the website. Go to our website www.oliverpaipoonge.ca and click on the events calendar icon on 
the home page and from there click on the link “submit an event” for free advertising. Remember to 
RECYCLE – our sites are filling up with recyclable items. The Municipality is legislated to recycle, 
so please do your part!! We remind residents that charges can be laid in regards to insecure loads and 
garbage flying onto the roads. Please ensure your garbage is secured in your vehicle or trailer! 
Remember: You must have your pet under your control at all times. DOG TAGS are av available at Municipal 
Office, Wildwoode Variety on Hwy 102

Deadline for JANUARY’S Oliver Paipoonge News is 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 2! designhouse@tbaytel.net  6287271 

DOG TAGS FOR 2023 
Residents can purchase dog tags for $15.00/year at the 

following locations: 
Oliver Paipoonge Municipal Office, 3250 Hwy 130, 

Rosslyn ON P7K 0B1 
Wildwood Variety, 5531 Dawson Road 

OR click and print the form at: 
https://oliverpaipoonge.ca/application/files/7015/7866/7828

/Dog_License_Registration_Fillable_Form.pdf 
 Fill out the form and mail it with payment by cheque; or 
bring it in person if paying by cash or debit to any of the 

above locations. 

Send in your January Submissions EARLY! Get them off 
your desk and onto MINE!!!



 page 10, The Oliver Paipoonge News, December 2023 ~ Have a Beautiful Rural Christmas!

 
 
 

3131 West Arththurur StStreeeet               
(nearar Twinin City Crossssroads) 

PhoPhone 939-2619

BREAKFAST 
     All Day Every Day!       

FRESH HOMEMADE 
SOUP Daily!

Grandma’s Restaurant
Take Out 939-1551

Fast, Friendly Service 
by Knowledgeable 

Staff

3129 W. Arthur  
by Santorelli’s  
Husky Truck 

Stop

Monday - Friday 9-5, Closed Saturdays 
 

Ph. 939-2581 
 

Authorized BF Goodrich Truck Tire 
Dealer

PRO-TEC TIRE CENTREPRO-TEC TIRE CENTRE

 

KO2 
TAKES ON  

CANADIAN EXTREMES

OUR TOUGHEST ALL-TERRAIN TIRE. 

EVER. 

• 20% Tougher Sidewalls 
• 2X Longer Treadlife on Gravel,  
  +15% on Asphalt 
+10% Traction in Mud, +19% in Snow 
 

THE 
NEW

2424 HouHour  Truckck Stop Freeee WiWi-Fi!Fi!

Fresh Subs, Sandwiches, Wraps!  
Coffee Bar available 24hoursSantorelli’s Santorelli’s 

Bulk DEF 
Now Available!

We also sell tires for 

cars and light trucks!!

Home Cooking  
7 Days a Week 
7 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

Home Cooking  
7 Days a Week 
7 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

Just Popping In - Heavy Sigh by Karen Craib 
Hello, happy December.  Festivus is coming and I'm ready to air grievances. And 
so is Christmas and a visit from my favourite brother in law. 
    I am writing this while feeling very sad. Someone who brought me a lot of joy 
the past nine years passed away last week - Esther the wonder pig.  I've dreaded 
this day for the last year when her health started to fail. 
Have I ever met her? No, unfortunately I haven't. But the one thing I do every 
morning is check in on her in Facebook. I enjoyed her antics and loved loved loved 
her relationship with other species. Just 3 weeks ago Cornelius the turkey died. He 
was like her bodyguard and the most jealous turkey you've ever seen.  A volunteer 
for Happily Ever Esther Farm Sanctuary described him as a grumpy old man in a 
turkey suit. But if he liked you, he was affectionate. Now they are together again, 
along with her canine family members Shelby, Reuben and Alice. 
As I see people across the world mourning her death and having cupcake parties 
to celebrate her life I am so deeply touched. Rest in peace, Esther. You won't be 
forgotten. 
    Did you go to the Taylor Swift Eras concert tour movie? I loved it, stunning sets, 
stunning costumes and hey - she's Taylor Swift. If I was 40 years younger and had 
beaded outfits I'd wear them all the time. 
    Last week I had a flu shot one day and a dentist appointment followed by a chest 
xray the next day. After the xray I met Jim at Club Cappuccino. While I was at the 
till a man stood next to me and heartily patted my arm, right where I had the shot. 
It was a neighbour and the Dad of Scout the dog. He was such a cute dog. Scarlett 
and Rhett always enjoyed seeing him. 
Anyway as he patted my arm out of my mouth flew "Out of all the places you 
could have touched me". He told the baristas "She writes for our newspaper. She'll 
probably write about this". Well - I did. Nice to see you. 
    When I saw my doctor we discussed the coughing fits I had this summer.  I think 
it was first triggered by forest fires smoke. 
I asked him if he thought I could have had RSV. He said the chance of that was 
slim. I told him I wondered because it began after a trip to Vegas and there's germs 
from all over the world there. He replied "They only have the finest germs".   
I like my doctor, we've been together a long time. I left my childhood doctor to go 
to him. He's almost as old as I am and I worry he'll retire soon. 
Next Spring I'll be handed back to him from the Cancer Clinic. I will be finished 
a prescription I've taken for 10 years. I think it will be a bit scary. But that's how I 
felt going from an oncologist to a nurse practitioner and that's been fine. 
I think going to the Cancer Clinic is a little like my experience riding a bike with 
training wheels. I never wanted to take them off. Never.  It gave me a sense of 
security. 
    Speaking of bikes my 1981 exercise bike just reached 10,000 km. It turned back 
to zeros. I guess I could sell it as a new bike. Ha ha. No, I like my bike. I don't 
recall the mileage when I started riding 2 1/2 years ago, I only remember when it 
turned to 3,900. 
    I have a lot of dreams about riding my bike to school  (S.S. #5). I can still see 
the bikes parked among the trees. I also dream about walking home from school.  
It was always a big deal as to who you'd walk home with.  
Once the weather turned cold I didn't walk. I guess I've never liked the cold. 
Although...in my early teens I really enjoyed skidooing on my "snow pig". I didn't 
call it that, Jim was the one who gave it that name.  One thing it would have been 
almost impossible to tip. My Dad wanted me to be safe and I was. I never left the 
yard, just drove around in our fields. And didn’t dare go near the septic field. I 
recall in later years my Dad was annoyed when Christmas carolers walked across 
his septic field. I tried to explain that they didn't know where it was. 
Now  - I too am protective of our septic field. We don't go on it in the winter.  
However, the deer make paths across it. But they're deer. They have a whole lot of 
cuteness going for them. 
    On the day Esther died I spotted something I haven't seen nearby in about 20 
years. I put something in the bedroom and as I glanced out the window I saw two 
things - our neighbour raking and a chicken running through his yard along the 
fence line. No  - not a chicken - a partridge. About 20 years ago we had a family 
that used to come to the flowering crabapple tree. The first time I saw one in the 
driveway I thought "There's a road runner". Wouldn’t you? When I'd leave for 
work they'd be in the tree. I loved it. 
    Well enough talk about the pigs, deer and partridge who bring joy to my life. To 
say nothing of the recent flocks of juncos coming to the yard. My Dad called them 
Chico birds. I have no idea why, but we had a dog named Chico. I hope you have 
little critters that bring joy to your life. Right off I have 4 living under my roof. 
 

"Learning Through Play,  
Exploration & Inquiry" 

Connect with other Families!  
 

  (for children 0-6 years) 
   

 Our Calendar of events can be viewed at:  
https://www.keyon.ca/en/Events/ViewEvents 

 

* EarlyON Child and Family Centre - 
Murillo 

(Pre-registration on KeyON is required) 
 

For more info. please:  
Email: ruralfrc@tbaytel.net or 

 Private FB message us or 
Call: 935-3009  

 

Play, sing, laugh and we will 
SEE YOU SOON!

Rural  
Family 
Centre
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December can be a very busy month preparing for 
Christmas and the holiday season. Jenny Mol ,one of our 
WI members has contributed a casserole recipe that is 
sure to become a family favourite. I will confess that 
when I brought this dish to a pot luck recently everyone 
wanted the recipe and they wanted to buy the sweet 

soya sauce called ketjap mantis. If you don’t have the 
curry paste simply use curry powder and/or mix a tsp.each 

of turmeric, cumin and a bit of chili powder for heat as a substitute. 
 
This recipe came to Jenny’s family originally from Mrs.Roffel, mother of Meta 
Buttenhuis from Hymers. 
The casserole works in three layers - cooked rice, fried ground beef with onions, 
and brown beans in tomato sauce. Jenny uses the No name beans in tomato 
sauce, no pork. 
 

JENNY’S THREE LAYER CASSEROLE 
1 and 1/2 cups rice                                    1 to two lbs. ground beef 
1 large diced onion 
3 - 10 ounce cans of brown beans in tomato sauce 
salt, pepper and curry sauce or other flavoured sauce you may prefer 
 
First cook the rice. Then fry the ground beef with the onions and season with 
salt and pepper. Add curry sauce. Jenny uses Patak’s  mild spice paste, purple 
lid - a very generous heaping tablespoon along with 1/2 cup of water. Open up 
three cans of beans in tomato sauce. 
Spray or oil a Dutch oven or a casserole dish. Then layer in your cooked rice, 
then the ground beef mixture and top with the canned beans. Cover and bake 
at 300 F. Serve at the table with whatever condiments you prefer. ie. ketchup, 
ketjap mantis (a sweet soya sauce available at Thunder Oak Cheese) hot sauce 
or tamarind sauce.You are only limited by your fridge or pantry stock and your 
imagination. Delicious! This is one of Jenny’s favourite suppers and it’s just 
yummy. 
 
Every December I make an extra large batch of Nuts and Bolts.Then once 
cooled I pour the mixture into one pint and one quart glass jars. So when com-
pany leaves I give them this as a little holiday gift or I put them into my gift bas-
kets. People love the wholesome,slightly salty and crunchy ingredients. It’s a 
nutritious snack that lasts a long time. It is super easy to make and can be 
frozen ahead of packaging.Enjoy! 
 

NUTS and BOLTS 
4 cups plain Cheerios cereal                     4 cups Shreddies cereal 
4 cups rice or corn Chex cereal                4 cups pretzel sticks 
2 lbs.salted peanuts                                   1 box of Cheese Stick Crackers 
2 tbsp.garlic powder                                  1 tbsp.onion powder (optional) 
2 tbsp.Worcestershire sauce                     1 lb. butter melted 
 
Stir the garlic powder, onion powder and the Worcestershire sauce into the melt-
ed butter. Pour all of the other ingredients: the cheese stick crackers, salted 
peanuts,pretzel sticks, Shreddies, Cheerios and Corn or Rice Chex cereals into 
a large roasting or baking pan. Then pour the seasoned butter over all of the dry 
ingredients mixing as you pour to make sure everything gets coated. Bake in a 
250 F oven for one to one and a half hours, stirring the mix every twenty min-
utes. Bake like this until the mixture feels dry and has absorbed all of the sea-
soned butter. 

The Slate River Women’s Institute wishes each and everyone a Very 
Merry Christmas and a Happy Holiday Season! 

Until next year ~ Dodie LeGassick

Slate  
River W.I.  

 

Submitted by  
 

        Dodie  
Legassick 

I blinked and it was December.  I love Christmas but I’m barely ready 
compared to some people.  I did manage to get our tree up. It’s a fake one. 
There are just times in your life when simple and easy makes the most 
sense.  And I don’t know who needs to hear this. Maybe me. But let me be 
clear. Not only is it okay to have a fake tree.  It’s also okay to buy stove top 
stuffing!  And store-bought pie. And cans of whipped cream.  And a pre-
cooked turkey roll.  And instant gravy. And instant mashed potatoes. And 
salad from a bag. And not bake cookies.  In fact if you feel like having 
pizza as your main course on Christmas Day and ice-cream for dessert  -  
IT’S OKAY!  There are no laws about this.  You can do all your shopping 
on-line and even give gift cards if it makes life easier and skip Christmas 
cards completely. You’re an adult and can do what you want. Christmas 
can still be special and the memories divine!  I promise!    
   My Christmas memories are a mixed bag of big and small, good and 
bad. I remember these HUGE dinners in my grandparents ‘rumpus room’ 
with so many relatives they had to set up saw-horses and sheets of ply-
wood to have enough tables to fit everyone. I remember Christmas Eve sit-
ting on the floor in front of my mother as she put ‘pin-curls’ in my hair 
before bed so I’d have the perfect curls for Christmas morning.  I remem-
ber my Grandfather’s collection of nut-crackers which I could never mas-
ter, and the bowls of tiny sweet ‘Christmas’ oranges.  I remember the year 
we had no money but still, hanging on the back of my door on Christmas 
morning was the yellow dress my mom knew I had been longing for.  
Later as a parent I spoiled my kids, loading them up with more presents 
than they needed.  I was always so exhausted on Christmas morning 
because I had been up all night wrapping and making things ‘just right’ 
for everyone and could barely keep my eyes open to enjoy it.   
   Today our kids are grown and the interest in getting presents has faded. 
The decorations are sparse. There is less fanfare. There are fewer people 
and it's often just us and our kids or a few close friends.  We have a few 
simple traditions that have evolved over time. Sipping tea or cider while 
playing Scrabble or Boggle. Watching a Christmas movie.  Driving around 
town listening to Christmas music and looking at lights. But everything is 
laid back and flexible.  Everyone goes with the flow and honestly if I 
announced that this Christmas would be spent at a hotel eating take-out 
and laying by the pool everyone would be on board.  Because we know the 
important things aren’t things. And they definitely aren’t about stress or 
extra work or debt or exhaustion or meeting unrealistic expectations that I 
maybe saw in a magazine or on a reality show.  It’s about being together.  
   Don’t get me wrong, those childhood memories are grand.  And the 
years of Christmases when my own kids were young are cherished mem-
ories.  When almost everything was homegrown and homemade.  When 
the tree was real.  When the decorations were crafted from tiny hands. It 
was definitely a magical time.  But there were also some very dark 
Christmases in my past. The Christmas my mom died.  The year a loved 
one left. When money was scarce. When I was unwell. One year I lived 
alone and skipped Christmas all together.  And the lessons of the dark 
Christmases have stuck with me.  A reminder that Christmas isn’t always 
a happy shiny time for everyone.  There are individuals and families strug-
gling with so many things right now - finances, health, grief - and when 
this big commercially driven holiday comes along it’s hard to handle 
sometimes. So I am trying to scale back myself, and hope that others will 
see that it’s okay too and that there might be less pressure all around to 
achieve perfection. Because it’s never going to be perfect. Life isn’t a 
Hallmark movie. It’s usually much harder and much messier and some-
times downright painful. I’m determined to be extra kind, extra patient, 
extra compassionate this Christmas no matter where I am or who I’m 
interacting with. Because you don’t know what people 
are going through or what they are going home to. 
Things may look fine on the surface but I don’t know a 
single person who isn’t dealing with SOMETHING these 
days and I think the best present we could give one 
another is peace, space, slack and understanding. No 
judgment. No expectations.  And hey, if you ARE one of 
those people who are having a good year, and are top of 
your game with all your planning, baking etc…well pay 
it forward!  Maybe a plate of homemade cookies would 
make all the difference to your neighbours.  Or even an 
invite to dinner. Or just a hug, a smile and a kind 
word.  And while I do not have the energy to put 
up Christmas lights at my house,  trust me, those 
of you who do are my heroes and we enjoy every 
twinkling light we see more than you will know. 
Let’s be extra kind to each other this holiday sea-
son, and especially to ourselves. Nothing fake 
about it.  We have a long cold winter ahead and 
can use all the warm fuzzies we can get.

Chix in the Stix  
Fake Fir

by  
Cindy Harasen

Kaylyn LeMarquand 
Realtor ® 

Royal LePage Lannon Realty 
C:(807) 629.7989 

E:kaylyn@royallepage.ca 
#EveryHomeBeginsWithKay 



A Blue Christmas 

For many, the Christmas season truly is “the most wonderful time of  the 
year”. For others, though, it’s a time of  sadness, of  feeling blue. In Rosslyn 
Village, Pinegrove United and St. Mark’s Anglican churches have estab-
lished a tradition of  holding special Blue Christmas services on alternating 
years to acknowledge, during a season that is noisy with celebrations, the 
need of  some to be quiet and contemplative and perhaps even to grieve.  
 

A Blue Christmas service happens on or around the winter solstice. This 
day, which has the longest night and the shortest day, is symbolic of  our 
darker nights when we find ourselves grieving, lonely, or longing for some-
thing better.  

 

The Blue Christmas service is about making space for those who are suffer-
ing and need to be comforted. 
Reverend Jonathan Blanchard will conduct this year’s Blue Christmas ser-
vice at St. Mark’s Anglican Church in Rosslyn Village on 
Wednesday, December 20 starting at 7 p.m.  

“Blue Christmas services honor the people who are struggling with the pain 
of  loss and other issues causing sadness and are not feeling very 
Christmassy”, he says. 
“Everyone who feels the need to gather in a comforting community at this 
special time of  the year is very welcome to join us”.   

HAPPY HOLIDAYS and ALL THE BEST IN 2024 
FROM THE BOARD AND STAFF OF 

OLIVER PAIPOONGE HERITAGE PARK 
 

We look forward to seeing you in the Spring/Summer. 
Keep the Park in mind when planning your summer 

activities and picnics with your family & friends,  
or for Work, Church or Group related events. 

 

For more info contact Jean Mayo 807 620 3636 or 
opmuse2@tbaytel.net or through 

the municipal office at 807 935 2613


