
 
 

 
 
 
 

NOTICE OF  
PUBLIC OPEN HOUSES  

FIRE STATION LOCATION REVIEW REPORT 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

AND 
 

 
 

The Municipality of Oliver Paipoonge invites you to attend an open 
house to receive information on the Fire Station Location Review 
Report prepared by Emergency Management Group Inc.  The Report 
provides analysis of existing fire station locations including recent 
response data. It also has options for closure of existing stations and 
construction of new stations. 
 
At the open house you will have the opportunity to: 
• Review information, options and recommendations provided in the 

report.  The Fire Station Location Review Report is available on our 
website. 

• Provide input on the direction the Municipality should take going  
forward. 

• Suggestion Boxes will be available at both locations. 
 

 
Council Members, Staff and the Consultant will be available to  

discuss the matter and answer your questions. 

THE CORPORATION OF THE 
MUNICIPALITY OF OLIVER PAIPOONGE 

 NOTICE OF LOAD RESTRICTION 
 
Notice is hereby given that effective 
Wednesday, March 19th, 2025 at 12:01 
a.m. load restrictions will apply on all 
municipal roads within the Municipality of 
Oliver Paipoonge and will continue until 
further notice. 
Chris Bowles, 
Director of 
Operations 

CANADA POST AGREEMENT #40037986

OLIVERPAIPOONGEOLIVERPAIPOONGE
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RURAL CUPBOARD FOODBANK  
25TH ANNIVERSARY 

SATURDAY, MAY 24TH - 5 PM TIL 11 PM 
KAKABEKA FALLS LEGION 

Doors open at 5:30 pm   
Dinner & Dance tickets $40.00 

Dance Only $10.00 
Cash Bar - no debit 

 
Tickets phone Lorna at 807-577-1035 

Or  
O'Connor Township Office 807-476-1451 

Available until May 14th 
Dance tickets $10.00 (at the door) 

8:00 pm 
Music by Ted Von

Monday, May 12, 2025 
4:00 – 8:00 p.m. 

Rosslyn Community Hall

Thursday, May 15, 2025 
4:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
 Murillo Community 

Hall

 

Join Us at the Parish of West Thunder Bay’s  

Delicious Spaghetti Supper! 
May 4, 4-6 p.m. 

 
Rosslyn Community Centre, 
3405 Rosslyn Road 
Sit down or Take-out 
(Please bring your own  
containers for take-out) 
Adults $15, 6 to 12 year olds 
$5, 5 & under free

Landfill Punch Cards came into effect April 1, 2025

This brilliant Slate River shot was captured by Mieke Bolt!



Agribusiness in Northwestern Ontario,  
...do you operate a farm, riding stable, 
market garden, greenhouse, apiary, pro-
duce products from locally sourced materi-
als or any other valued added 
Agribusiness? If so, the Oliver Agricultural 
Society wants to give you an opportunity 
to promote yourself and products at the 
2025 Murillo Fair, August 15-17th. 
The Annual Murillo Fair sees an excess of 
6000 patrons attend the fair over the 2 ½ 
day event, providing an excellent opportu-

nity for business exposure!  
At this point we are trying to get an understanding of level of inter-
est from Agribusiness’s within the community. If you are interest-
ed, please send an email to info@Murillofair.ca as an expression 
of interest, include any ideas you have on what venue/forum you 
would like to see at the fair. 
Follow us on Facebook (facebook.com/murillofair) or our website 
(https://oliveragriculturalsociety.com/) 
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Welcome to the  
4th annual Clean up 

event for 
Oliver/Paipoonge!  

This incentive to clean up our township is 
happening   May 23 and 24 to correspond 
with the free dump week . You can choose 
when you would like to help out and earlier 
in the week is great as well as the Tuesday and Wednesday are also free dump 
days. 
 Sign up at the office to be included for the prizes as well as a way to keep track 
of numbers. You can also get garbage bags and gloves from the office. These can 
be picked wed May 14th to Friday May 23rd, sign up at the time as well.  
Children are especially invited as they are our future!  Pictures are welcome and 
can be send to our face book page where you can  get all the info needed for this 
event as well as ask any questions you may have. Our face book page is 
Oliver/Paipoonge Community Ditch clean up 2025. If you are not on face book 
and want to participate just give myself (Daniela) a call at 627-5680 or Robin at 
473-6372 Please remember you are responsible to take any garbage you have col-
lected to the dump. Clean up any street or ditch in your area or in any area you 
choose in our community. Any students in need of volunteer hours are invited to 
help out! This is a fun event meant to promote pride in our beautiful community 
and the place we call home. Please note...we are looking for any prizes from busi-
nesses or individuals that might want to donate for our event. Anything is greatly 
appreciated! Thank you all and let the picking begin! 
 

Get ready for an unforgettable day of discovery, connection, and fun!  
Join us, along with museums from across Northwestern Ontario as we 

celebrate the rich history of our region. Explore fascinating exhibits and 
learn about local museums! PLUS local crafters and vendors will be 

showcasing unique handmade goods, art and more! 
3190 Highway 61, Slate River Valley  (807) 475-7424    

OPMUSE2@TBAYTEL.NET

Construction Corner  
May 2025 
Welcome to the 2025 Construction Season 
Along with our normal maintenance activities at this time of year throughout 
the Municipality like patching, ditching and signage work, the following is a 
list of Construction activities planned for 2025.  The time frames listed are 
approximate. 
MAY/JUNE 
Twin City Crossroads– The work involves the complete Reconstruction and 
widening of Twin City from the Municipal Boundary of the City of Thunder 
Bay to the MTO right of way limit on Hwy.11/17.  The existing road surface 
will be widened with additional granular material placement as well as a 
minor reconstruction of the Pole Line Road intersection. The existing road-
way will be profile milled, cross fall corrected and the widening areas will 
have a 40 mm binder asphalt applied. 
The last activity will be a 50mm lift of Superpave 12.5mm throughout the 
entire road width.  Upon completion, the turning movement at Pole Line 
Road intersection will be improved, a dedicated through lane north bound 
and widened paved shoulders for pedestrian movements.  The Contract 
will be performed by Taranis Contracting Group with a completion date of 
June 27th.  Construction activities are set to begin the week of May 5th..  
Residents along the construction area will be notified through hard copy 
prior to construction kickoff of the proposed limits of reconstruction as it 
affects their individual properties.  Through this hand out to the adjacent 
land owners, contact information for all parties will be provided.   
 
Surface Treating Program – June/July/August 
Intola Road – 102 to Yurick – Frost heave repair, misc. drainage and 
shoulder work in preparation for Overlay of roadway 
Poleline Road – Nicholettes to Town Line - Frost heave repair, misc. 
drainage and shoulder work in preparation for Overlay of entire roadway 
Maki Road – Wrigley to Millar Heights – complete reconstruction of road-
way including granular placement, grade improvements and drainage in 
preparation for overlay 
McCluskey – Hwy.61 to Hwy.130 -  Twin Pipe Installation – one week 
shutdown, shoulder work and patching in preparation for Overlay of entire 
roadway 
Boulter – John St to North Boundary – Frost heave repair, patching and 
misc. drainage in preparation for entire roadway overlay 
John St – Boulter to Townline  - frost heave repair, patching, shoulder 
repair and misc. drainage in preparation for entire roadway overlay 
Candy Mountain – Hwy.130 to Aspen – shoulder improvements, patching 
and misc. drainage in preparation for entire roadway overlay 
Boundary – Hwy.61 to Monteith – shoulder improvements, patching and 
misc drainage in preparation for entire roadway overlay 
Hacquoil Road – Hwy.61 to Boundary – shoulder improvements and 
misc patching in preparation for entire roadway overlay 
 
Work this summer will also be performed on two (2) railway crossings.  
Improvements are being performed on Vibert Road crossing, just south of 
Pole Line and Twin City Crossroads south of Hwy.11/17.  Further notices 
and detour plans will be established and published at least ten (10) days 
prior to shutdown as both locations require one (1) week shutdown of the 
road segments at each location. 
The above works will be performed with a combination of Public Works 
staff and hired equipment.  We, as a group, would appreciate your co-oper-
ation with traffic flow throughout our construction zones.  Be aware of sig-
nage and proposed detours.   
 
As a resident, if you notice something that may require our attention, 
please contact the office and provide details through the Service Request 
System. 
 
Safe Motoring 

PHONE:  767­3643 
countryman@tbaytel.net 

Kaylyn LeMarquand 
REALTOR ® 

Royal LePage Lannon Realty 
C:(807) 629.7989 

E:kaylyn@royallepage.ca 
#EveryHomeBeginsWithKay 



2025 Regular Council 
Meeting Schedule 

Subject to change

 

SKAARUP CONTRACTING 
 
 

General Contracting 
New Builds, Home Improvement 

Framing, Exterior Finishing, Additions,  
Decks, Garages, Concrete Footings & Slabs 

Stairs, Windows, Doors 
 

~ Over 20 Years Experience ~ 
 
 

skaarupcontracting.com    807-633-0186

SKAARUP CONTRACTING
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North Landfill (1 Spence Road) 
 

Summer Hours 
(April 1st ­ September 30th) 
Tuesday 12:00pm ­ 8:00pm 
Saturday 9:00am ­ 5:00pm 
 
Winter Hours 
(October 1st ­ March 31st) 
Tuesday 12:00pm ­ 5:00pm 
Saturday 9:00am ­ 5:00pm

South Landfill (154 Barrie Drive) 
 

Summer Hours 
(April 1st ­ September 30th) 
Wednesday 12:00pm ­ 8:00pm 
Saturday 9:00am ­ 5:00pm 
 
Winter Hours 
(October 1st ­ March 31st) 
Wednesday 12:00pm ­ 5:00pm 
Saturday 9:00am ­ 5:00pm

NOTICE: Summer Hours Started April 1, 2025! 
The Municipality of Oliver Paipoonge has two Landfill Sites that are available 
for use by residents and property owners only. Residents and property owners 
will be required to present their Landfill Punch Card and Landfill Site Access 
Card along with photo ID (driver's license) to the Landfill Site Attendant upon 
arrival in order to gain entrance to the Landfill Site. Access cards can be picked 
up at the Municipal Office during regular business hours. 

Hours of Operation 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please Note: Municipal Landfill Sites are closed on ALL Statutory Holidays 

In Rosslyn news Mr. and Mrs. Milton Vibert returned from a Florida vacation. 
Also returning from Florida was Mrs. M.W. Sutton. 
Source:Times Journal May 1, 1967 
 
I saw an ad that you could travel by train from Fort William to Toronto for 
$29.50. 
 
There was an ad for Northwood, the "exciting new luxurious community". 
Homes were ready for immediate occupancy. 
 
On May 2 the Toronto Maple Leafs won the Stanley Cup. They beat the 
Montreal Canadiens 4 games to 2. 
 
The Kakabeka Falls and Rural District Curling Club held their windup banquet. 
The club champi- onship was won by the Jack Alderdice rink. The Mrs. C. 
Ditmars rink were the ladies win- ners. Mrs. J. Ditmars rink won the 7-Up tro-
phy. And the Jack Alderdice rink won the Weeks' trophy. 
Source: Times Journal May 3, 1967 
 
Lord's Discount Drug Department Store sold a carton of cigarettes (your choice) 
for $3.59. Also on sale was a "new" item, Scope mouthwash for 79 cents. 
 
The congregations of the United Churches named a new Minister. Rev. Frank 
Rutledge was to arrive on July 1. His family would take up residence in the 
"three bedroom fully furnished modern manse" in Rosslyn Village (it was the 
former Vibert residence, across the street from our house). 
Source: Times Journal May 9, 1967 
 
The Kakabeka Legion Auxiliary made plans to hold a box social on May 13 in 
the Stanley Hall. Ladies were asked to bring a box lunch or 2 to be auctioned 
off. 
 
The Kakabeka Legion Auxiliary made plans to hold a box social on May 13 in 
the Stanley Hall. Ladies were asked to bring a box lunch or 2 to be auctioned 
off. 
Source: Times Journal May 11, 1967 
 
Source: Times Journal May 11\\The Cancer Society drive in Kakabeka Falls 
raised $364.87 for the Fort William unit. Mrs. W. Morrow was the captain. 
Source: Times Journal May 13, 1967    
 
In Murillo St. James W.A. made plans to meet with the ladies from the United 
Church and Catholic Church. They were planning a Centennial get together in 
the form of an "old-time Hoe-down". Source: Times Journal May 17, 1967 
 
Arriving at the C.P.R. Station on May 18 was the Confederation train. Did you 
tour it? 
School inspector J.S. Lowcock spoke at the Stanley Women's Institute meeting. 
He spoken on changes in education. Mrs. Glavish blew out the candles and cut 
the cake, since she was the only May birthday. Happy Birthday, Anita. 
Source:Times Journal May 18, 1967 
 
The Pony Express arrived in Kakabeka Falls on May 13 with Richard Dudzinski 
carrying the scroll and mailbag. He turned them over to Mrs. Linda Honkanen 
for the next leg of the journey. They were on their way to Expo 67 in Montreal, 
to be delivered to the Queen. Source: Time Journal May 20, 1967 
 
I saw an ad that Tommy James and the Shondells were to appear at the Port 
Arthur Arena on May 20. Advance tickets were $3. I always liked their song 
"Crimson And Clover". 
 
On May 22 "Mister Rogers' Neighborhood" debuted on t.v. Also on the show 
was Ernie Coombs. He left to star in "Butternut Square". You might know him 
better as Mr. Dressup. 
 
The Kakabeka Falls Lions club met at the Kakabeka Falls Hotel dining room. 
Among officers elected were President W. Morrow and Vice Presidents L. 
Wright and R. Enders. Source: Times Journal May 26, 1967 
 
Happy Land Trailer Camp and Amusement Park opened to the public. It was 
owned and operated by Mr. and Mrs. F. Altmann. Mr. Altmann operated 
Altmann Amusement Rides at Chippewa Park from 1960-1966. The miniature 
train moved to Happy Land as well as boat swings and a ferris wheel. Live pony 
rides were provided by Bob Barrie of Stanley. I used to love the little train. It 
was one of the best things about Chippewa Park, that and the monkeys. 
Source: Times Journal May 26, 1967 
 
The Stanley Recreation Committee met. They decided to sponsor a raft race on 
July 2. The race was to fol- low the Kaminisitiquia River from the Stanley 
bridge to the bridge at Cooper's gravel pit. Were you in the race? 
Source: Times Journal May 29, 1967 
 

 

Flashbacks 
by Karen Craib 

May 1967   

This is a new-old feature highlights life in our community in the ‘60’s! 
Thanks to Karen Craib for these wonderful glimpses into the past. 

(Excerpts reprinted from May 2017 Oliver Paipoonge News)
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? Computer Repairs 
? Computer/Laptop Sales 
? Software/Hardware  
   Installations 
? Wireless/Network  
   Router Install 
? Hardware/Memory  
    Upgrades 
? Virus/Windows  
    Reload 
? Data Transfer 

 

995 Golf Links Rd.? Thunder Bay ? Ph. 344-0200 
 

www.dunrite.com

"Learning Through Play,  
Exploration & Inquiry" 

Connect with other Families!  
 

  (for children 0-6 years) 
   

 Our Calendar of events can be viewed at:  
https://www.keyon.ca/en/Events/ViewEvents 

 

* EarlyON Child and Family Centre - 
Murillo 

(Pre-registration on KeyON is required) 
 

For more info. please:  
Email: ruralfrc@tbaytel.net or 

 Private FB message us or 
Call: 935-3009  

 

Play, sing, laugh and we will 
SEE YOU SOON!

Rural  
Family 
Centre



May 2025 
      Spring is here again.  Temperatures are warm and then cold, snow one day and rain the next.  Maybe a bit of a normal 
spring this year.  I guess time will tell.  One thing is for certain, spring will come and with it comes our fire season. 
      It may sound a little like a broken record, but spring fire season is the most dangerous time of thefire season.  With 
cured or dried fuels, low humidities and typically windy conditions, a small fire can turn into a devastation disaster in 
very short order.  Please ensure you have a current burn permit, and you follow the conditions outlined on the permit.  
Better yet, wait for any open air burning until the fire hazard is lower.  As another reminder, and as outlined in our open-
air burning by-law, our burning permit and the FFPA (Forest Fire Prevention Act), outdoor burning is restricted during the 
fire season from April 1 to October 31.  Burning is permitted from 2 hours before sunset to 2 hours after sunrise, with a 
valid permit.  There is NO DAYTIME BURNING permitted during the fire season.  This includes piles that may smolder 
the next day.  All open-air burning must be extinguished before the next burning period.   The time restriction is to ensure 
burning is conducted at the safest time of the day.  If you have piles that have been burnt over the winter, it is your 
responsibility to ensure these are OUT effective April 1st. 
      As outlined in the burning permit, ensure you always have a responsible person on site, along with extinguishing 
items available to control any burning that may get out of hand.  IF IT’S WINDY DON’T BURN!!!  If you have ANY 
problems controlling a fire, call 911 immediately.  The sooner the fire department arrives, the faster the fire can be con-
trolled.  It is also the permit holder’s responsibility to know the burning conditions and if there are any burning restric-
tions, such as restricted fire bans (RFZ).  Visit the Municipal website (http://www.oliverpaipoonge.ca/ ) for information 
related to open air burning and any restrictions that maybe in place.  
      As an added measure of protection during the forest fire season, the Fire Smart Homeowner’s Manual is a quick guide 
that provides property owners with information and steps you can take to reduce the risk of losses in a wildfire event. The 
manual deals with site preparation and maintenance, building materials, and includes a checklist for home and site hazard 
assessment. Copies of this handbook are available for download at the MNR Aviation and Forest Fire 
Management website: https://www.ontario.ca/page/forest-fires-safety-information .   
Lastly, I want to remind everybody of the importance of having working smoke and CO alarms in your house.  
This past March break, Ontario was faced with several fatal fires resulting in the deaths of several adults and children.  
      The Ontario Fire Marshal Jon Pegg released a statement with respect to the recent string of fatal fires that occurred 
throughout Ontario. 
      “This past March Break was a challenging week with several fatal fires that destroyed multiple families, devastated 
our communities, and indiscriminately took the lives of children and adults alike,” said Pegg in the official statement. “ 
      Pegg went on to indicate that — at the time of the statement’s publication — it was still being determined whether or 
not the smoke alarms in the residences were operational when these fires took place.  
      Pegg noted that while investigators determine whether these applications were functional, all Ontario residents should 
ensure that all residential safety applications are maintained to prevent further incidents.  
“You must be prepared in the event of a fire when literal seconds matter.  Working smoke alarms and a well-practiced 
home fire escape plan that considers the ages and abilities of everyone in the household, are the difference between life 
and death,” said Pegg.  
      As the Fire Chief in Oliver Paipoonge, I can’t stress enough the importance of having working smoke and CO alarms.  
Ensure you have working devices installed, change the batteries regularly, test them frequently and that they are not 
expired.  There is a serviceable life for both CO and smoke alarms, once the expiry date is reached, they can become inef-
fective and/or fail to operate. 
      Due to the fast-moving nature of today’s fires, it is also imperative that you have a home escape plan and that you 
practice that plan with family members. 
      Remember Prevention is the best way to fight a fire – at home and at work.   
Cheers, Sean 
 

Chief’s Corner  
by Sean Horan, Fire Chief
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Couple items for the April column of BE PREPARED. 
First is a reminder about our disaster preparedness kit (72-hour kit).  We have talked about what these kits are and why it 
is important to have one, but it is just as important to make sure our kits are updated and current.  Critical paperwork gets 
updated throughout the year, so we need to ensure our kits have the must current copies.  Items in our kits, such as med-
ications and food items have expiry dates on them, so we need to rotate those supplies.  Spare cloths become too big or too 
small over time.  A change in season will also require your kit to be updated.  Given we are in a transition from winter to 
summer, it is a good time to update our kits.  Experience has shown that emergencies can happen very quickly leaving no 
time to gather items.  A well stocked kit will help you and your loved ones get through the first couple days of a disaster. 
Each kit should be tailored to individual needs, however, should be small enough to be easily carried and contain some 
basic items.  Some items to consider: 
-   Water- at least 2 litres per person per day.  Consider small containers to make it easier to carry. 
-   Food that won’t spoil such as energy bars, dried foods etc. 
-   Spare set of clothing 
-   Flashlight with spare batteries 
-   Radio with spare batteries 
-   Well stocked first aid kit 
-   Spare keys, auto, home etc 
-   Some cash in small bills 
-   Emergency Plan with contact information 
-   Critical paper work such as insurance policies, personal documents, memory stick with family photos etc. 
-   Hygiene kit with toothbrush, toothpaste, soap, feminine hygiene products, hand sanitizer, N95 masks, toilet paper, etc 
-   Sleeping bag or blankets 
-   Safety gear such as safety glasses, gloves 
-   If you have children, ensure you have spare clothes, diapers, food along with toys and games to keep them occupied. 
-   Don’t forget your pets.  You should have food, leashes and supplies to clean up after your animal. 
For more ideas on items to include in your kit visit Get Prepared at Your Emergency Preparedness Guide 
(getprepared.gc.ca)  
Lastly, just another reminder about Voyent Alert.  If you haven’t signed up for this mass notification tool, I strongly 
encourage you to do so.  This notification system will be key to getting emergency related information out to residents in 
the event of a large scale emergency such as a wildfire. 
You never know where or when there is going to be an emergency.  Being prepared is critical to safely navigate your way 
through an emergency or disaster. 
Stay safe and be prepared! 
Sean Horan  

Be Prepared
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150 King George’s Park Drive     B-4785 Hwy 11/17 
(807) 939-2007                       (807) 577-2435 
 
 

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm               Mon-Fri 9am-6pm 
Sat 10am-2pm                     Sat 10am-4pm

Your Friendly Neighbourhood Pharmacies! 
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TOP TEN  
MLS® AWARD 

WINNER  
For 30 Consecutive 

Years!

Professional, safe and 
efficient tree removal 

with strategic expertise.
• Tree Removal 

• Chipping

• Stump Grinding 

• Land Clearing

• Roadside and Utility
Line Brushing

24/7 Emergency Response

Licensed & Insured

Free local Estimates

State-of-the-Art Equipment

Trust the specialists in
Tactical Tree Removal

to safeguard your property.

Call today for unmatched
service and peace of mind!

bgcontracting.ca
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$1000

 

Please come out and join us  
at Pinegrove United Church 100 - Hwy 130  

Admission is free and all are welcome! 
 
 

May 1 - coffee Cafe with a special treat 10 AM 
May 15 - Quiche for lunch 

 

Volunteers are also welcome (and needed) 
For more information about Cafe del Soul, 

 please visit www.pinegroveuc.org/cafe-del-soul/

RURAL 60 PLUS! 
 

5 Pineview Road, Kakabeka Falls  475-5779,  
email rural60@tbaytel.net  Website: www.rural60plus.ca 

Monday         - Carving      - 10 to 3 
                     - Disking       - 1 to 3 
 

Tuesday         - Weaving     -10 to 3 
                     - Knitting       -10 to 3 
                     - Choir          - 1 to 2:30 
 

Wednesday   - Beginners Carving - 10 to 3 
                                           - Quilting - 10 to 3 
                                           - Cribbage - 1 to 3 
 

Thursday       - Weaving     - 10 to 3 
                     - Knitting      - 10 to 3 

Craft Room open Monday to Friday - 10 – 3 
 
 

The Rural Dementia Café is a monthly gathering for people 
impacted with a memory problem or dementia. Designed to help 
support families, care givers and friends to create a sense of 
belonging and community in a warm and safe welcoming environ-
ment. 
Come out and enjoy music, games, and snacks in a relaxing 
atmosphere. There is no fee and no eligibility criteria to attend 
our rural café. 
Dates are Friday May 28, Friday June 27 and Friday July 25. 
Time is 1-3 pm and the location is Rural 60 Plus 5 Pineview 
Road Kakabeka Falls. 
Contact Shaun or Elaine for more information at 807-473-5528. 
Rural 60 Plus will be holding its Annual General Meeting and 
Dinner on Friday May 30th at 5:00pm at the Kakabeka Legion. 
Contact the Centre for more information. 

“Raising Dementia 
Awareness”  

• Learn about the 4 
common types of 
Dementia  

• Discuss the differ-
ences between 
normal ageing and 
dementia 

• Share communica-
tion strategies to 
assist people living 
with a diagnosis 

• Learn about the 
Alzheimer’s 
Society programs 
and services 

Friday May 
9th at 1:00pm 

at Rural 60 
Plus

STEVE JAMES 
 

SALES REPRESENTATIVE 
STEVE_JAMES@SHAW.CA 

ONTARIOLAND.NET 
+1(807)626-6775

®

Providing Reliable Service  
Since 1987 

 

www.tempelman.ca 

807-767-9173

For al l  your  
Bulk Water Needs 

 

Residential or Commercial 
City Water delivered  

in stainless steel tanks

 
 
 
 
 

 

• Wells • Holding Tanks • 
• Swimming Pools • 

• Skating Rinks • 
Monday - Friday



While the weather is still cold there is still a need for 
a hearty bowl of soup and a bunwich for a lunch 

or supper.  
In keeping with our shop Canadian and 
buy local theme, all of the ingredients in 

our recipes are available as Canadian 
ingredients. Just continue reading the 

labels and looking for Product of Canada. 
                                             

In April, the Slate River Women’s Institute got together to have a pot 
luck meeting. As always pot lucks are made up of favourite dishes 
and then ,of course, much conversation about foods and diet. Joyce 
Carrier Baxter joined us for this meeting and she and I talked about 
the keto and the carnivore diet, its benefits and restrictions. 
So, this month I have included Joyce’s Taco Pie recipe for those of 
you on this high protein keto or carnivore diet.You may have guests 
that are and this would make a tasty addition to meal choices. 
For those however, who love their veggies I have also noted the veg-
etable additions that would make this a balanced meal for many of us 
who are omnivores.  
Look for vegetarian recipes in the following months as our gardens 
start producing. 
Next for this month is Shari’s Pistachio pudding which really catches 
your eye with its colour ,its cool appearance and smooth tastes of 
sweet.Enjoy this one as a summertime dessert that looks easy to 
make. 

JOYCE CARRIER-BAXTER’S TACO PIE 
1 pound ground beef                               3 tbsps TacoSeasoning 
6 large eggs                                             1 cup heavy cream 
2 cloves garlic, minced 
1 cup shredded cheddar cheese (well-packed) Mexican blend, 
about 4 ozs. 
Sour cream for topping 
 
Preheat oven to 350F and grease a 9” glass or ceramic deep dish pie 
pan. Brown ground beef in a large skillet over medium heat until no 
longer pink about 7 minutes, breaking up any clumps with a wooden 
spoon. Add taco seasoning and stir until combined. Spread beef mix-
ture in greased pie pan.In a large bowl, combine eggs, cream, and 
garlic. Pour slowly over beef mixture in pan. Sprinkle with cheese and 
bake for 30 minutes or until center is set and cheese is browned. 
Remove from oven and let sit for 5 minutes before serving. 

 
For meat and vegetable lovers try these additions to the taco pie: a 
layer of refried beans,a topping of crushed nacho chips or /and  after 
the cooking try an added topping of chopped  iceberg lettuce,sliced 
tiny tomatoes,sliced green onions and black olives.  

 
SHARI PINNER’S PISTACHIO SALAD 

1 can crushed pineapple drained 
1 package of instant pistachio pudding mix 
1- 8 ounce container of frozen whipped topping thawed 
5 and 1/4 ounce package miniature marshmallows 
1/4 cup chopped pecans or walnuts ( optional) 
In a large bowl ,combine the pineapple and the dry pistachio pudding 
mix. Fold in the thawed whipped topping, marshmallows and 
nuts(opt’l) until mixed well. Refrigerate until chilled and serve. 

 
Remember that May is the month of expectations, the month of wish-
es, the month of hope, and the gateway to summer.Take some time 
to relax and enjoy. 

Dodie LeGassick, Slate River Women’s Institute 

Slate  
River W.I.  

 
 
 

Submitted by  
 

        Dodie  
Legassick 
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Kakabeka Legion  
Events

MAY EVENTS 
For Hall bookings call Diane Harrison 

 807-577-6549 
   KAKABEKA FALLS LEGION BRANCH 225 EVENTS 
Saturday, May10th    Executive Meeting 2 pm 
Saturday, May 10th   General Meeting 3 pm 
Sunday, May 11th      Breakfast8:30 to 11:30 am 
Friday, May 16th       Dance with Quest 7 pm - 10 pm 
Saturday, May 24th   Rural Cupboard Foodbank 
25th Anniversary  
Celebration              5:30 pm - 11 pm 
Sunday, May 25        Sunday Music 2 pm to 4 pm 
Saturday, May 31      Dance with Quest 7 pm to 10 pm              
 

The Legion is still looking for more volunteers - 
if you can give even 1 hour, that would be so 

appreciated.  Many hands will make the projects 
much easier to complete. 

To book an event  
please call Maureen at 807-629-2409 

The LRCA has several exciting public 
events scheduled throughout 2025, includ-
ing a new round of our popular Watershed 
Explorers guided hike programs (this year 

with a special focus on birds and birding as part of the LRCA’s “BIG YEAR”!), Fall 
Migratory Birding Day, and more! We will also be hosting our SECOND ANNUAL 
Little Trout Bay Fishing Derby in partnership with the Municipality of Neebing on 
Saturday, August 23! Visit our website, follow us on social media and sign up for 
our e-newsletter for up-to-date events information. Please note that some work-
shops and guided hikes require pre-registration, and space is limited. Visit our web-
store to register.  
    Tickets to the 2025 Dorion Birding Festival are now on sale and moving fast! Be 
sure to get your ticket ASAP to secure your space on this popular birding outing, 
being held on May 24-25, 2025. Tickets and more information is available at 
www.store.lakeheadca.com.  
    Tickets are also available for our 2025 Wine Tasting & Dinner at Whitewater, 
which is being held on Friday, May 9!  
    Spring is upon us which means that people will be out visiting our Conservation 
Areas and enjoying the great outdoors once again! We would like to remind visitors 
that all dogs must be kept on-leash, and that mountain bikes are not permitted on 
our trails. If you visit frequently, consider purchasing an Explore Card Parking Pass 
for $40.00 +HST, which permit day-use/parking at our ten Conservation Areas for 
one calendar year. Visit as often as you like. Enjoy one calendar year of recreation 
activities! All Explore Card revenue goes directly towards the upkeep and mainte-
nance of our Conservation Areas.   



RURAL BUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTORY
ELECTRICAL 

5 Star Electric (Thunder Bay) Inc. 
Residential, Commercial & Industrial. 
New Builds, Upgrades to Existing. 
EV Chargers. Solar Systems & Generlinks. 
807-475-7827 
Email: inquiries@fivestarelectric.ca 
Message us on Facebook 

EVENT RENTAL SITES 
Event Rental Site 
Oliver Paipoonge Heritage Park 
A great place to hold your next special event, pho-
tos, picnic, wedding, BBQ, etc. 
You plan it and we’ll host it! Call for rental fees or 
special arrangements. 
Jean Mayo, Curator   opmuse2@tbaytel.net 
807 632 4628 

EXCAVATING &  
EQUIPMENT RENTALS 

Allens Enterprises Services Inc. 
PH: 626-6267 
dig1@tbaytel.net 
Pete’s Backhoe Service Ltd. 
52 Haniak Rd, Rosslyn 
Ph 939-1014, Email office@petesbackhoe.com 
Dump Trucks, Excavation, Lot Development 

FARMS 
Belluz Farms 
R.R.#6, Thunder Bay  P7C 5N5 
475-5181 Farm fresh fruits & vegetables 
website: www.belluzfarms.on.ca  
FARMS & HAY/SLEIGH RIDES 

& PARTIES 
Gammondale Farm 
Gerry and Sue Gammond 
R.R.#3, McCluskey Dr., Thunder Bay 
475-5615 Farm  475-9609 Home 
farmfun@tbaytel.net www.gammondalefarm.com 

FEED & FERTILIZER 
Thunder Bay Co-op Farm Supplies 
Highway 61 & Boundary Dr. Phone 475-5190   
Fax 475-7420 ww.tbcoop.com 
Fertilizers, chemicals, building supplies, hardware, feed, 
poultry chicks, garden products 
Thunder Bay Feeds 
5221 Townline Road 
Phone 935-2921, Fax 935-2337 
Monday-Friday 9-6, Saturday 9-3 
Livestock & Pet Food, Fertilizer, Poultry 
Chicks, Fencing, Garden Supplies, Canada 
West, Muck, and Dryshod Boots 

FIREWOOD 
H&H Importers and Sales 
Firewood – dry birch cut and split 
3879 Hwy 11/17 939-1152 
hhimp@tbaytel.net 

FLOORING 
Kam Ridge Manufacturing 
Now selling hardwood, engineered, and vinyl 
laminate tile. 
New showroom-3933 Highway 11-17 
(807) 939-2524  sales@kamridge.ca 

GENERAL CONTRACTORS 
Allens Enterprises Services Inc. 
Excavating, Landscaping, Driveways, Dug Wells, 
Septic Systems 
dig1@tbaytel.net / Conventional/Waterloo 
PH: 626-6267 
BJ Halow & Sons Contractors 
22 Wing Road, Rosslyn 
939-2533/473-9021/ 
Bruce D. Halow 935-2730 
Dave Buob Trucking Ltd. 
Lot Development, Septic Systems and Sand 
& Gravel 
577-1988 or davebuobtrucking@live.ca 
Pete’s Backhoe Service Ltd. 
52 Haniak Rd, Rosslyn 
Ph 939-1014, Email office@petesbackhoe.com 
Driveways, Lot Development, Gravel/Sand 
Makkinga Contractors 
570 Squier Place, Thunder Bay P7B 6M2 
Ph. 935-2792   Fax 935-2731 

GRAPHIC DESIGN 
Design House Publications 
Producing Quality Publications since 1988 
Chris Vaclav 628-7271 
designhouse@tbaytel.net 

GREENHOUSES/NURSERIES 
 

My Blooming Business Greenhouse 
and Pottery - mbbgreenhouse.com 
341 Hanna Rd, Phone: 474-3235 
Open Early May - June Call or check 
website for current hours and info.  

HARDWARE 
Rosslyn Service Home Hardware 
3404 W. Rosslyn Rd., Rosslyn Village 939-2521 

INCOME TAX PREPARATION 
Kelley's Tax Service 
West Oliver Lake Rd 
(807) 622-7599 kelleystaxservice@gmail.com 

KITCHEN CABINETS 
Kam Ridge Manufacturing 
Now selling kitchen and vanity cabinets from 
Urban Effects and Cabinetsmith 
New showroom-3933 Highway 11-17 
(807) 939-2524  sales@kamridge.ca 

LAWN & GARDEN EQUIP.  
SALES & SERVICE 

Rosslyn Service Home Hardware 
Cub Cadet, TroyBilt, Mantis tillers, Echo 
3404 W. Rosslyn Rd., Rosslyn Village 939-2521 

METAL ROOFING 
Kam Ridge Manufacturing 
Selling Ideal Roofing's full line of sheet 
metal, steel shingles, and accessories 
New showroom-3933 Highway 11-17 
(807) 939-2524  sales@kamridge.ca 

Thunder Bay Co-op Farm Supplies 
Highway 61 & Boundary Dr. Phone 475-5190  Fax 
475-7420 www.tbcoop.com 
Largest stock of Ideal metal roofing  & 
siding in Northern Ontario 

POTTERY 
P0Ts2G0 Pottery Road Side Stand 
396 Nicholetts Rd. 
https://p0ts2g0.myshopify.com/ 

REAL ESTATE SALES 
Avista Realty Group Ltd. 
640 Beverly St. Thunder Bay 
Barb McEwen, Sales Rep. 
Cell 807-626-3860 Ph. 344-3232  
Fax 344-5400 
Kelsey Belluz, Broker at Re/Max 
Generations  
Fourteen years helping clients buy & sell 
rural properties! Call or email me at 
807.472.9292 or kelsey@belluz.comΔΔ 

ROOFING & RENOVATIONS 
Dykstra Knight Roofing & Renovations 
Box 86, Kakabeka Falls Ph. 577-3597 
Asphalt & wood shingles, cedar shakes, metal roofs,  
flat roofs, siding, soffit, facia & eavestrough 

SENIORS HOUSING 
Pennock Village 
Hwy 130 near Arthur Street  
55+ Life Leasing Garden Homes COMING SOON 
More info: www.pennockvillage.ca // Facebook & Instagram 

SEPTIC SYSTEMS INSTALLS 
Allens Enterprises Services Inc. 
Licensed Septic Systems Installer 
dig1@tbaytel.net / Conventional/Waterloo 
PH: 626-6267 
Dave Buob Trucking Ltd. 
Licensed designers and installers of conven-
tional & advanced treatment septic systems  
577-1988 or davebuobtrucking@live.ca 
Pete’s Backhoe Service Ltd. 
52 Haniak Rd, Rosslyn 
Ph 939-1014, Email office@petesbackhoe.com 
Licensed Installers 

SMALL ENGINE REPAIR 
Ryans’ Small Engine Service 
The One Stop Repair Shop; all makes & 
models; better prices, better service; pick-up 
& delivery. Phone 472-4201 

SNOW PLOWING 
Simpson Snow Plowing 
Residential & Light Commerncial  
Snow Plowing and Removal 
807-630-7260 
 

TACK SHOP 
Greenhawk-Thunder Bay Feeds 
5221 Townline Road 
Phone 935-2921, Fax 935-2337 
Monday-Friday 9-6, Saturday 9-3 

TANKS 
Miller Precast Limited 
58 Cooper Rd., Rosslyn 
Ph. 939-2655 www.millerprecast.ca 
Rosslyn Service Home Hardware 
Equinox Polyethelene Septic Tanks & Water Tanks 
3404 W. Rosslyn Rd., Rosslyn Village 939-2521 

TEA 
Your Tea Needs 
Loose/bagged teas & accessories.  
Gift cards/ baskets and more.  
Find us at local markets! 
Contact: Grant & Eugema Ings (807) 768-0999 
email: merchantonline@tbaytel.net  website: 
www.yourteaneeds.com 
TIRES 
Mirabellis Garage  
Tire Sales, Repairs and Installations 
475 East Oliver Lake Road 
call or text John Mirabelli at 807-627-0784 
TOURIST ATTRACTIONS 
Oliver Paipoonge Heritage Park 
RUSS’S GARAGE - A vast collection of  
vintage cars, race cars, pedal cars and  
memorabilia) and: 
THE DUKE HUNT MUSEUM (a collection of 
the history of Oliver Paipoonge residents,  
farming and businesses) and 
THE VILLAGE and 
BRILL BUSES 
Phone 807-475-7424 or email 
opmuse2@tbaytel.net 
3190 Hwy. 61S @ Gillespie Rd. 
Slate River, Ont.  

TRACTORS 
Rosslyn Service Home Hardware 
Yanmar tractors, loaders, backhoes & implements 21 
to 45 HP, 807-939-2521  rosslyn@tbaytel.net 

TRUCK.CAR STOP & RESTAURANT 
Santorelli’s 24 Hr. Husky Truck Stop 
3131 West Arthur Street 
(near Twin City Crossroads) 
Gas Bar:939-2619/Fax:939-2060/Office:939-2572 

TRUSSES 
Kam Ridge Manufacturing 
Commercial & Residential trusses, floor 
joists & LVL beams, prefab walls 
3933 Hwy. 11/17 W 939-2524 
sales@kamridge.ca 

WATER HAULING 
Tempelman Water Haulage 
Bulk water in stainless steel tanks for wells, 
holding tanks, swimming pools, skating rinks, 
residential & commercial. 
767-9173, Mon.-Fri. 

WATER TREATMENT 
Brad’s Water Treatment  
Authorized Purifiner dealer for N.W.O., 
Water treatment specialists 577-0462 

WELL SERVICES/PUMPS                                                                           
Allens Enterprises Services Inc. 
Dug Well Tech / Installation / Pumps  Septic / Well 
dig1@tbaytel.net 
PH: 626-6267 
Kershaw Well Services 
www.kershawwellservices.ca 
Phone 939-2166 Fax 939-2167 

WINDOWS/DOORS 
Kam Ridge Manufacturing 
Now selling North Star Windows and Doors 
New showroom-3933 Highway 11-17 
(807) 939-2524  sales@kamridge.ca 

ALL TERRAIN VEHICLES 
Rosslyn Service Home Hardware 
Repairs to all makes: ATV, Snowmobiles, Tractors 
& equipment 
3404 W. Rosslyn Rd., Rosslyn Village 939-2521 

AUTO REPAIR 
 

Art's Auto 
Automotive repair and diagnostics 
All makes and models; Art Blekkenhorst 
935-2835; 4582 Oliver Road, Murillo 
Charlie’s Auto 
Automotive Service Technician, Charles Clair 
953 Candy Mountain Dr., 473-5456 708-5536 
Mirabellis Garage  
Automotive repairs and tire sales 
475 East Oliver Lake Road 
call or text John Mirabelli at 807-627-0784 
 

True North Tire & Auto 
Up-to-date fuel injection diagnostic & repairs 
& repairs to all makes & models 
20 Berini Drive, 473-4501 

BIRTHDAY PARTIES 
Laugh Out Loud with BoBo 
BoBo the Clown! Fabulous entertainment for 
birthday parties! 
628 7271   
CATERING, HALL RENTALS & 

MEETINGS 
Royal Canadian Legion Hall 
Kakabeka, 473-9122 
kakabekalegion@tbaytel.net 

CHEESE FARM 
Thunder Oak Cheese Farm 
611 Boundary Drive West 
Neebing, Ontario P7L 0C2 628-0175 

CHURCHES/ 
RELIGIOUS  ORGANIZATIONS 

Anglican Parish of West Thunder Bay Country Warmth in 
Christ! Incumbent: Rev. Jonathon Blanchard  939-1103  
St. James' Anglican Church  
(corner of John St. Rd. at Calvert Rd. in Murillo) 
Sunday Service at 11:00 am 
St. Mark's Anglican Church 
(5 St. Mark's Street, Rosslyn Village) 
Sunday Service & Sunday School at 9:30 am 
Facebook "Parish of West Thunder Bay" 
 

 

Community Baptist Church 
Cnr. of Oliver & Mud Lake Rds., Murillo  
Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Worship Service 11 a.m. 
Pastor Anthony Fiorito 
935-2514 (office) or 935-2563 (church ph. & fax) 
www.murillobaptist.blogspot.com 
 

First Christian Reformed Church 
Hwy 130 North at Cooper Rd. 
Church 939-1207 
Pastor – Matthew Guichelaar 905-518-4526 
 
Chair – Dan Breukelman 624-8052 
Clerk – Joyce Vis 630-4632 
Sunday Service 10 a.m. 
 
The Village Church 
Available to rent for your special occations 
Phone 807-475-7424 or email 
opmuse2@tbaytel.net 
Oliver Paipoonge Heritage Park 
3190 Hwy. 61S @ Gillespie Rd. 
Slate River, Ont.  
 

Pinegrove United Church 
Hwy. 130 (between Arthur St. & Rosslyn Rd.) 
Sunday Service - 10:30 a.m. in-person or 
watch the livestream - Sundays at 10:30 am. 
Visit www.trinityunited.church/livestream/ 
Phone/Fax-939-1364 pinegrove@tbaytel.net 
www.pinegroveUC.org  

 
Redeemer Lutheran Church 
P.O.Box 179  Kakabeka Falls, on. P0T 1W0 
WORSHIP;  11:00am 
Ph. 807-473-9164  
email: redeemeracts@tbaytel.net 
 

Roman Catholic Churches 
St. Augustine* & St. Theresa+ 
c/o 5045 Townline Rd. Murillo Tel. 935-2898 
Mass Schedule: *Tues-Fri. 6.00pm, *Sat. 
5.00pm (winter), *Sun. 9.00am, +Sun. 11.00am 
Slate River Baptist Church 
Hwy. 130, 80 McCluskey Drive P7J 0A8 
10:00am Adult Bible Study  
11:00am  Morning Family Worship 
11:30am Jr. & Sr. Children’s Church 
Pastor Rob Cain, 475-5140  
United Reformed Church of Thunder Bay 
#23 Hwy 130, Thunder Bay 939-1916 
Pastor: Rev. John Ysinga 623-4241 
Sun. Worship Times: 10:00 a.m. & 2:30 p.m. 
www.thunderbayurc.com 

COMPUTER REPAIRS 
SALES & SERVICE 

Bagdonas Consulting Service 
Computer service, setup, backup, restore 
tanasb@gmail.com   627-6656 
Dunrite! Services 
Leo Blekkenhorst 995 Golf Links Rd.Ph. 344-0200   
Fax 344-1156 www.dunrite.com sales@dunrite.com  
http://fb.me/DunriteServicesThunderBay 
See us for your all your computer needs 

CONCRETE PRODUCTS 
Miller Precast Limited 
58 Cooper Rd., Rosslyn 
Ph. 939-2655 www.millerprecast.ca 

DOG GROOMER 
Slate River Dog Grooming 
All breeds and sizes.  
HWY 61, Neebing.   
Find us on Facebook. 475-9629. 

WOOD PELLETS 
H&H Importers and Sales 
Hardwood & Softwood Pellets  
3879 Hwy 11/17 939-1152 
hhimp@tbaytel.net

 

COUNCIL & STAFF 
Contact Information 

Office Located at 3250 Hwy 130, Rosslyn ON P7K 0B1

COUNCIL 
 

Lucy Kloosterhuis, Mayor  
mayor@oliverpaipoonge.on.ca  
807-473-5658 (office) 
 

Bernie Kamphof, Councillor  
councillorkamphof@oliverpaipoonge.on.ca 
807-935-3344 
 

Dan Calvert, Councillor  
councillorcalvert@oliverpaipoonge.on.ca 
807-620-7777 
 

Donna Peacock, Councillor 
councillorpeacock@oliverpaipoonge.on.ca 
807-627-7016 
 

Allan Vis, Councillor 
councillorvis@oliverpaipoonge.on.ca 
807-935-2200 

HALL RENTALS  
Call the Municipal Office 807-935-2613

 

ADMINISTRATION 
Wayne Hanchard, CAO/Clerk 
cao-clerk@oliverpaipoonge.on.ca 
807-935-2614 
 

John MacGillivray, Treasurer/Deputy CAO 
treasurer@oliverpaipoonge.on.ca 
807-935-0258 
 

Chris Bowles, Director of Operations 
directorofoperations@oliverpaipoonge.on.ca 
807-935-8670 
 

Kerri Reid, Manager of Planning 
planning@oliverpaipoonge.on.ca 
807-935-3300 
 

Sean Horan, Fire Chief 
fire.chief@oliverpaipoonge.on.ca 
807-935-8674  Cell 807-628-4867 

REMINDER: Burning permits are required all year. Charges 
will be laid if you burn without a permit. Daytime burning is 

allowed from Nov 1 to March 31.  Burning Permits available at: 
both libraries, LULUS, Rosslyn Service, Wildwoode Variety, 

Valley Store in Murillo and also online at 
www.oliverpaipoonge.ca. 

You are not allowed to dispose of used oil, paint at our landfill site. The Municipality is no longer 
accepting appliances that contain Freon. In order for these appliances to be accepted at the Landfill 
Sites, they must have the Freon removed by a Certified Refrigeration Specialist and tagged to indi-
cate that they are Freon-free. Once the Freon is removed and the appliance is tagged, it can then be 
disposed of in the designated area at either Landfill Site without charge. 
You must present both your Landfill Access Card and Photo ID (driver’s license) to the Landfill Site 
Attendant upon arrival effective July 11, 2015….landfill sites are for residents only. Non profit event 
planners can submit an online request to have their event placed on our municipal calendar located 
on the website. Go to our website www.oliverpaipoonge.ca and click on the events calendar icon on 
the home page and from there click on the link “submit an event” for free advertising. Remember to 
RECYCLE – our sites are filling up with recyclable items. The Municipality is legislated to recycle, 
so please do your part!! We remind residents that charges can be laid in regards to insecure loads and 
garbage flying onto the roads. Please ensure your garbage is secured in your vehicle or trailer! 
Remember: You must have your pet under your control at all times. DOG TAGS are av available at Municipal 
Office, Wildwoode Variety on Hwy 102

Deadline for JUNE’S  
Oliver Paipoonge News is 

MAY 20! 
designhouse@tbaytel.net  807­628­7271 
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RURAL CUPBOARD FOOD BANK 
Neighbours Helping Neighbours 

Conmee Municipal Complex 
19 Holland Rd, Kakabeka Falls  P0T1W0 

807-285-0836 
We sincerely thank all those that  

continue to support us.  
Your donations enable the food bank to 

remain open 
Next Food Bank  

WEDNESDAY MAY 21 
Registration 9 am to 11 am 

Drive-Thru Pick-up

RURAL CUPBOARD FOODBANK DROP OFF LOCATIONS 
Nolalu:  Hoppers Variety  

Whitefish School (Sept to June) 
O'Connor:  O'Connor Municipal Office 

       Whitefish School (Sept to June) 
       Hoppers Variety 

Neebing: Neebing - Municipal Building 
 
 

Note:  Rural Cupboard Foodbank needs recyclable bags.  
If you would like to be a drop off for the Rural Cupboard                

                Foodbank, please call Lorna at 807-577-1035  

From the Curator’s Desk 
by Jean Mayo 

Spring has sprung at Oliver Paipoonge Heritage Park! Our events are being final-
ized and I’m very excited to present them to you this year. I am including a list of 
dates for you to put in your calendars and I’m sure you will be marking in several! 
Our opening date is the weekend of May 17 and 18 from noon to 4:30. This is 
your chance to see the ice racing car in Russ’s Garage that was donated last fall. 
If you look closely in the Heritage Village you might notice a few new items as 
well. Let the Thunder Roar! On Saturday, June 14 starting at 10:00 am as the Ride 
for Dad will be visiting OPHP. On June 21 and 22, we will be having a Craft 
Vender Weekend and there is still some room for you to sign up. New for this year 
is a Museum Fair to be held in conjunction with the Craft Vendor Weekend. SUP-
PORT LOCAL BUSINESSES! Just call our office number at 807 475 7424 or 
email opmuse2@tbaytel.net for more info on this. During this same weekend, we 
will have 2 guest speakers for your enjoyment. On Saturday, June 21 at 2:00 pm, 
Bill Skrepichuk, local author and speaker will talk about the railway development 
in this area. On Sunday, June 22 at 2:00 pm, Marg Schweitzer, a local author and 
a member of the Oliver Paipoonge Museum Board, will do a reading from her lat-
est book titled A War, A Life. Stay tuned for more information about our Classic 
Day event coming up on July 4, 5, 6. It was a huge success last year and it’s look-
ing like it will not disappoint you this year. 
 
Note that this year we are offering 2 Day Camps for kids ages 8-12. The dates are 
July 23-25 and August 20-22. If this interests you, please contact us early as we 
have limited spaces to fill. 
 
Throughout the summer we are taking applications for the Barn Quilt competi-
tion. Applications are available at the Train Station office or on line starting on 
May 17th. It will continue until September 7 when all entries should be turned in 
for display and judging. Winners will be announced on September 13 during the 
Heritage Craft Day. Entry fees are $100 which includes the plywood piece. Our 
theme this year is Scenic Northwestern Ontario!  
I would like to introduce to you our new Assistant Curator at OPHP. Aja Mayer, 
who has her Masters in History from LU, and is a lover of vintage items to the 
point that she has an online store, is a very enthusiastic person who has submerged 
herself in her new position with a smile always ready. You will meet her when you 
pay your $5 admission to the park at the Train Station. Don’t forget to sign in and 
write us your comments! 

OPHP RENTAL RATES 
The follow rates have been established by 
the Oliver Paipoonge Heritage Park Board 
and Staff, and have been passed by 
Council. 
 
Church (half 

day)...................................................................$50.00 
Pavilion (half day)..................................................................$50.00 
Photo Shoots (half day, complete site)................................$100.00  
Church, Pavilion, Photo Shoots (half day)...........................$200.00 
Wedding Package (same as above) per wedding...............$125.00 
Video or Movie Sets (half day) ……………………………….$250.00 
School Tours (Teachers and Chaperones Free) ………….$5.00/student 
Season Pass (includes any Event) ……………………...$100.00/person 
Special Events determined individually by OPHP Board 
 
Note: picnic tables and bleachers and benches included as needed. 
Food Vendors: please contact Jean Mayo, Curator, to apply or for further 
information. 
OPHP is always looking for volunteers to help make this special place 
one to remember.  
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NOTES FROM THE PAST 
By Marg Schweitzer, OPHP 

May 2025 
Do You Know What This Is? 

 https://en.wikipedia.org 
 
Residents of a certain vintage in Oliver-Paipoonge will 
probably be able to recognize the item in the above picture 
without difficulty. It’s an old-style cream separator, used to 
separate out the natural cream that occurs in milk. Milk has 
what is known as a butterfat content, and this is where you see milk sold as Skim, 
1%, 2%, and Whole milk. The label is telling you how much butterfat is present. 
A century ago, many small farms in Canada kept a few milk cows on hand to pro-
vide for the family. There was typically a small dairy building attached to or close 
by the barn where the animals were housed. Often a stream nearby or some water 
source was piped into the building, in order to keep the milk cool and not spoil on 
a hot day. Before cream separators, the farmer (more likely his wife) would set 
the milk in pans or containers, allowing the cream to separate by itself over time, 
since it is lighter than milk. This is where the expression comes from to “let the 
cream rise to the top.” 
Given what the farm’s goals were, dairy cream was used to make butter, ice 
cream, and cottage cheese. Cream earned a premium on the market and so it was 
also sold as a source of valuable farm income. The skim milk left over was often 
fed to pigs and young calves. This lifestyle was held for many years, right into 
modern times. When I was a child, my family purchased fresh (unpasteurized) 
milk once a week from a nearby farm, and I recall standing in their creamery, as 
the tiny building was called. A gurgle of cold water ran through an open trough 
tank where the milk containers stood. There was frequently a coterie of hungry 
kittens mewing and looking longingly at the cream from where they could not 
reach it. In Quebec, the creamery is known as a laiterie. 
Over the years, mechanical cream separators were developed to make the separa-
tion process faster and more efficient; an example of this is shown by the picture 
above. Centrifugal force was used to complete the task, and you can still buy 
modern separators online today. Those interested in science can find cut-away 
diagrams on the internet that illustrate how the process works. There are small, 
table-top models and others quite large, many powered by electricity. 
Drop by the Oliver-Paipoonge Heritage Park this summer, where staff and volun-
teers can show you a cream separator and many other items that shaped the lives 
of those before us. 

NOTICE FOR MARG’s BOOK READING  
IN JUNE 2025 

Come and join author Marg Schweitzer at OPHP this summer Sunday June 
22 at 2:00 pm as she gives a reading from her new book entitled A War, A 
Life. It details the previously forgotten story of her grandfather, who served 
in both world wars of the 20th century. During WW II, Lt. Col. F.J. 
Dawson, OBE was a district commander with the Canadian Forestry Corps 
in Scotland. 
If you are a direct descendant of someone who was recruited in Port Arthur 
in July 1940, or know someone who is, we want to hear from you! The fol-
lowing is a list of men who left for Scotland in the first contingent on 
Boxing Day, 1940. Your history and stories make us proud. Please contact 
Jean at opmuse2@tbaytel.net or 807 632 4628 if you have information or 
memories of the men listed below. 
 

Captain John Boswell 
Lieutenant Royd Beamish 
Lieutenant Hobart Styffe 
Private John Bell 
Private Joseph Beyette 
Private Donald Cross 
Private Frederick Goodwin 
Private Benjamin Hey 
Private Wilson Kelly 
Private Roy Miller 
Private John Perry 
Private Arthur Tweedy 
Private George Withers 

2025 EVENT LIST FOR OPHP 
 
OPENING WEEKEND.........................................MAY 17, 18 
(BARN QUILT COMPETITION OPENS) 
 
RIDE FOR DAD……………………………………JUNE 14 
HERITAGE CRAFTS, MUSEUM FAIR………… JUNE 21,22 
(and guest speakers) 
 
CLASSIC DAYS……………………………………JULY 4,5,6 
FAMILY DAY, HERITAGE CRAFT DAYS.………JULY 19 
DAY CAMP…………………………………………JULY 23-25 
MUSIC, CRAFT DAY……………………………...AUG 9 
DAY CAMP…………………………………………AUG 20-22 
BARN QUILT COMPETITION CLOSES.............SEPT 7 
HERITAGE CRAFT DAY………………………… SEPT 13, 14 
(BARN QUILT JUDGING 
 
CELEBRATING RACING TB………………………SEPT 14 
PARK CLOSING  
& VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION….…. ...............SEPT 28 




